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[bookmark: Introduction]Introduction

BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET AND SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE TRAINING BOOKLET
FOR: FOSTER CARERS, CONNECTED CARERS, SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP CARERS, AND FAMILY LINK/SHORT BREAK CARERS
As a foster carer you will need to complete Core Skills training which will need to be regularly updated.  Mainstream carers will have 2 years to do this and connected carers will have 3 years.  We also have mandatory training which you will need to attend but will have longer to complete this training. 

The majority of this training is also suitable for, and available to Social Workers, Childcare Workers, Health Visitors, Education and Teaching and Support staff, however, priority will be given to carers.

Learning and Development for Foster Carers, Connected Carers (friends & family) Carers, Family Link Carers and Special Guardians

Our commitment to you – we will:
· Provide clear information about how to book.
· Provide joining instructions and location advice via email.
· During training events ensure delegates are actively involved and have the opportunity to discuss and share ideas and best practice with other carers and staff
· Ensure sessions are carefully planned and meet their aims by using a variety of activities and training methods.
· Use evaluation/feedback forms to improve our services, and provide copies of them for you to discuss the knowledge gained during supervision.

To enable us to provide a good service to all delegates we ask that you:
· Follow the booking and cancellation policy (book before attending and attend if you have booked)
· Arrive in good time and sign in, or advise us if you will be late.
· Keep to any parking arrangements.
· Come prepared to listen, contribute and share good practice.
· Provide honest, constructive feedback and fair evaluation of courses.
· Find opportunities to share the learning with other carers and your social worker.
· Keep a record of your training as stipulated in Standard 20 of the National Minimum Standards for Fostering “Foster carers maintain an ongoing training and development portfolio which demonstrates how they are meeting the skills required of them by the fostering service” (Standard 20.4).   This is your Professional Development Plan (PDP) document.



[bookmark: Simplified_View]SIMPLIFIED VIEW OF INITIAL TRAINING PATHWAY
TRAINING PATHWAY FOR FOSTER CARERS AND CONNECTED CARERS




SKILLS TO FOSTER TRAINING
Preparation course for prospective Foster Carer 

PANEL     APPROVAL AS FOSTER CARER





LAUNCH PAD 
Introduction course for Connected Carers Continues 

LAUNCH PAD   Introduction course for Connected Carers may have been started








INDUCTION VISIT FROM YOUR SUPPORTING SOCIAL WORKER
· Welcome to fostering.
· Children’s Services and some essential policies and procedures explained, including: supervision agreement, foster carer agreement, access to foster carer’s  handbook.








CORE TRAINING (all 8 to be completed within 2 years for mainstream carers, 3 years for connected carers)
Face to face and on - line courses available
1. First Aid
2. Safeguarding/Child Protection
3. Safer caring
4. Equality and Diversity
5. Report  writing
6. Attachment and well - being
7. Managing Behaviour
8. Child Exploitation 
Core skills in bold to be completed by both carers.
Please see the Training Framework document which outlines how regularly these core skills need to be updated.  
TSDS document for mainstream carers and short break carers completed in 12 months.
TSDS document for Connected Carers to be completed in 18 months.























FURTHER MANDATORY TRAINING  & SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
Face to face and E-Learning courses available
See Training Framework for more information
· Helps you to develop skills around particular issues.
· Bespoke training for foster carers or delivered by specialists for all the children’s workforce.  External development opportunities and support groups are also included.


Training Framework
Training Framework

For more specific guidance about what the training expectations are for you as foster carers, connected carers and short break carers, please also refer to the Training Framework Document which explains in more detail the Core Skills, how often they need to be refreshed, as well as information on additional mandatory training.
We look forward to meeting you at one of our training events. Please contact us if you have any queries or comments.  We welcome your feedback.
Chris Hill – Tel: 07749003099 email chris.hill@southglos.gov.uk   

[bookmark: Booking_Instructions]Booking onto courses

Training Arrangements for South Gloucestershire 

Please use the self - service booking system to request and cancel places that are organised by South Gloucestershire.  To book a place on our training, please click on the hyperlinks found in the training booklet which will take you directly to the course.  From here you will be able to request a place.  Alternatively, you can visit:  www.learning.southglos.gov.uk and carry out a search to find the course that you would like to book on.  

To logon, your username is the email address we have for you, and you can request a new password from the site if you cannot remember your login details.  By going into ‘My Account’, there are many functions that you can access, including changing your contact details and cancelling places on courses.  You are also able to keep your training record up to date by entering courses you have done outside of South Gloucestershire by selecting the ‘Add Event’.

Training Arrangements for Bath and North East Somerset. 

If you would like to attend a course that is being held in Bath and North East Somerset, these are typed in purple - then please email your training request to Business Support  FosteringBusinessSupport@southglos.gov.uk (type “Training” in the subject box) or call 01454 865983. 

We will try our best not to cancel courses but if there aren’t enough attendees, courses maybe postponed or cancelled.  If the lead trainer is unavailable due to illness or other exceptional circumstances, the event will either be cancelled or postponed, we will notify you by phone or email.

No - show policy
Please let us know in advance if you’re not able to attend a course you have booked, or within 5 working days.


Childcare

We endeavour to offer most of our training during school hours.  However, some training will be in the evenings, or at weekends.  

We recognise that this can be difficult for some carers to find childcare, but ideally you may be able to cover this through your own personal network and with people your children are already familiar with.  However, to support your attendance at training, we can provide childcare through our foster carers. Please discuss this with your supervising social worker and FPT duty worker who will look into setting up the day care for you.

For any carers providing the day care, payment is made once a claim form has been completed and signed off by one of the Fostering Team Managers. 
[bookmark: Request_ELearn]E-Learning courses

If you are unable to access a particular course that is offered face-to-face or via Zoom, or if you would like to supplement your learning with E-learning resources, please click on the links below to explore the range of E-learning courses available to you. Please discuss with your supervising social worker whether particular E-learning modules are suitable to cover any core skills. 

How to request E Learning Courses
Kate Cairns Associates (KCA) are currently our main provider of E learning courses.  By visiting their website:  www.kca.training you will see that they have a range of courses on offer. The Level 2 courses take around 5 hours to complete, and the Level 3 Courses take 10 hours to complete. 

If you would like to be allocated one of the courses, please could you email your social worker in the first instance, stating which course you would like to be allocated.  They will then request that FosteringBusinessSupport@southglos.gov.uk set you up with an account and allocate you the course.  

Safeguarding E-learning courses go to the Learning development site South Gloucestershire CPD Online (southglos.gov.uk).  

If you are having difficulties accessing these courses, please email:  HR Workforce Development HRWorkforceDevelopment@southglos.gov.uk . 

Finally, we have another E learning provider, AC Education, which provides a greater choice of courses, aimed at carers with young people with particular needs, www.AC-education.co.uk .  
If you wish to be allocated one of these courses, you will need to email FosteringBusinessSupport@southglos.gov.uk

To find out which provider, and course to complete to meet the core skills training, please click here

Overview of E Learning Units

	South Gloucestershire 

	Kate Cairns Associates

	AC Education

	Enable 



[bookmark: Core_Skills_elearning]Suggested E Learning Units to meet Core Skills Training Requirements


	Core Skill
	E Learning Provider
	Course Title

	1
	None Currently
	

	2
	Enable
	Level 2 Safeguarding Children

	3
	KCA
	Safer Caring

	4
	KCA
Enable
	Equality and Diversity or
Equality and Diversity in Social Care

	5
	KCA
	Confidentiality and Record Keeping

	6
	KCA
	Attachment and Brain Development

	7
	KCA
(choose one from the following – it depends really on the child you have in placement)
	Behaviour and the Physical Environment
Emotion Coaching
Impulsive Behaviour

	8
	Enable
	Child Exploitation




Virtual Training

The learning experience will be better for you if accessed through a computer as tablets and phones, unfortunately have limited functionality to that of a laptop and therefore you will be restricted in what you are able to do and access.

Please also note that some of our providers use other platforms e.g. Zoom, for delivering their training and in these instances, by booking onto these courses you are giving your consent for your email address to be given to the facilitator so that they are able to email you directly the link to the meeting.

[bookmark: Quick_Links]Core Skills and Mandatary Training links

Introduction to Child Protection 
(Formally known as Interagency Child Protection Training)

Advanced Child Protection
(Formally known as Advanced Inter Agency Child Protection)

Advanced Child Protection Update
(Formally known as Child Protection Update)

Raising Awareness of Child Exploitation  

Domestic Abuse

Signs of Safety Awareness                      

Youth Mental Health Aware


[bookmark: TSDS]TRAINING, SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS (TSDS)

All our foster carers need to complete a workbook which is linked to the National Minimum Standards for Foster Care, the Department for Education’s Training, Support and Development Standards for Foster Care (TSDS).  

Please note that mainstream foster carers and short break carers must complete their TSDS workbook within the first year of being approved. Connected carers however, have eighteen months in which to complete theirs.

During the Skills to Foster course and training you will start to gather evidence for your TSDS.  By completing the workbook this ensures that each carer nationally has achieved the same baseline level of knowledge and skills. You will complete this piece of work with your Supervising Social Worker.



[bookmark: PDP][bookmark: Carers]CARERS CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT

Over the course of your fostering career, you need to keep up to date with training.  Our knowledge and understanding is constantly growing and is updated as more research takes place.  It is therefore vital that you keep abreast of these changes too.   We therefore have an additional two documents to help you with this.

· Personal Development plan (PDP)

The PDP documents allow you to record and reflect on the training you have undertaken as well as identify future training courses that you plan to undertake that year.  A template for each caring role can be found by clicking on the links below.  
Mainstream foster carer
Connected carer
Short Break Carer    

· Carers Banding

[bookmark: Banding_doc]We have 3 bands of carers; the majority will start as a band 1 carer and you will have the opportunity to progress to a band 3 carer.  This will depend on your experience and continued development.  The Banding Document explains in more detail, the training and development requirements that we have for carers at each banding level.


Support Groups

We recognise how important it is to build your support networks. We have provided a range of groups and hopefully one of these will meet your needs. As and when Support Group dates have been finalised, these will also be added to the CPD site.
 South Gloucestershire Foster Care Support Groups. 

Please find below a training calendar of courses that we have already scheduled.  As changes are made we`ll do our best to keep you informed through a regular newsletter.   


[bookmark: Calendar_of_Courses]	CALENDAR OF COURSES AND EVENTS

April 2023

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer 

	19/4/23
10:00 – 14:00
	Safer Caring
	Keynsham,
Community Space
	South Glos & B&NES
	Marie Davies and Chris Hill

	20/04/23
9:30 – 13:00
	ADHD/ Managing attention
	Kingswood Civic Centre – F35
	South Glos & B&NES
	Katie Pitman

	22/04/23
9:30 -16:30
	First Aid for Carers
	Acorn Warmley
	South Glos  B&NES
	Acorn Health and Safety

	26 & 27/04/23
9:30 – 14:30
 +½ TBC
	Total Respect 
	Kingswood Civic Centre
	South Glos
	Blanche Duffy

	27/04/23
10:00 – 11:00
	Fire Safety in your Home
	TEAMS
	South Glos
	Luke Lyons – Avon Fire and Rescue





May 2023

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer 

	03/05/23
12:00 – 14:30
	Virtual School – keeping in touch
	Kingswood Civic Centre – F34 
	South Glos

	Steve Claypoole

	03/10/17
05/23
10:00 – 12:00
	Why and How Training.
	Kingswood Civic Centre
	South Glos

	Thinking Aloud
Kirsty Fraser

	09/05/23
10:00 - 
12:00

	Launchpad Review meeting
	John Lewis, Cribbs. Discovery room
	South Glos connected carers & SG’s
	Laura Wilkinson & Chris Hill

	11/5/23
10:00 – 14:00
	Recording, Write Enough 
 
	TEAMS
	South Glos  course.  
B&NES 

	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 


	16/5/23
10:00 -12:30
	Launch Pad 
Session 5:
Attachment
	TEAMS
	Southglos connected carers & SG’s
	Thinking Aloud
Kirsty Fraser

	18/05/23
19:00 – 21:00
	Virtual School – keeping in touch
	TEAMS
	South Glos
	Steve Claypoole

	22/05/23 9:30 - 16:30
	First Aid
	Acorn Warmley
	South Glos &B&NES
	Acorn Health and safety

	23/05/2023
10:00 - 14:30
	Safer Caring
	TEAMS
	South Glos & 
B&NES
	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 




June 2023

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer 

	06/06/23
9:30 – 16:30
	Attachment, Trauma and Recovery
	ZOOM
	South Glos
	Richard Rose

	10/6/23
9:30 – 16:30
	First Aid for Carers
	Concord Museum
	South Glos & B&NES
	Acorn Health and Safety

	14/06/23
11:00 – 13:00
	Equality and Diversity Training 
	Concord Museum, Patchway 
	South Glos 
	Daniel Wood

	15/06/23
10:00 - 12:30

	Child Protection
	TEAMS
	B&NES & South Glos
	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 


	17/06/23
10:00 – 16.30
	Safer Care for Males
	John Lewis, Cribbs. Discovery Room 
	South Glos & B&NES
	Alan Fazakerley
John Lewindon

	20/06/23
10:00 – 11:00
	Introduction to Kooth. 
	Kingswood Civic Centre
Room F17
	South Glos
& B&NES
	Abbey Rennie

	21+28/06/23
10:00 – 12:00
	Workshop`s for Inclusivity, Difference and Accessibility
	TEAMS
	Southglos
	TBC

	22/06/23
09:30 – 13:30
	Working Confidently with Gender Identity and Sexuality

	Kingswood Civic Centre
	Southglos
	TBC

	23/06/23
10:00 – 12:30

	Managing Allegations

	TEAMS 

	South Glos

	Fostering Network

	27/06/23
10:00 – 13:00
	Gaming and Gambling Safely online
Book directly. See link
	TEAMS
Book directly. See link
	B&NES & South Glos
	Sam Robinson

	29/06/23
10:00 – 12:30
	Launchpad session 6
Trauma

	TEAMS
	South Glos
connected carers & SG
	Thinking Aloud
Kirsty Fraser



July 2023

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer 

	03/07/23
9:30 – 16:30
	First Aid for Carers
	Acorn, Warmley
	South Glos & B&NES
	Acorn Health and Safety

	10/07/23
10:00 – 11:00
	Fire Safety in your Home

	TEAMS
	South Glos

	Luke Lyons – Avon Fire and Rescue

	10/07/23
9:30 – 13:30
	Raising Awareness of Child Exploitation
	ZOOM
	South Glos

	TBC

	11/07/23
10:00 - 14:00
	Recording Write Enough
	TEAMS
	B&NES & South Glos
	Marie Davis & Chris Hill

	17/07/23
11:00 – 13:00
	Care Leaver to Education Leader
	Concord Museum,
Patchway
	Southglos
	Paul Chapman

	19/07/23
10:00 – 13:00
	Emotion Coaching
	John Lewis, Cribbs. Discovery Room
	South Glos 
	Zoe Byrnes


	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk74675062]
	
	
	
	




September 2023

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer 

	09/09/23
9:30 – 16:30
	First Aid for Carers
	Acorn, Warmley
	South Glos & B&NES
	Acorn Health and Safety

	12/09/23
10:00 – 12:00
	Launch Pad Review Meeting
	John Lewis, Cribbs. Discovery Room
	Connected carers & SG’s
	Laura Wilkinson & Chris Hill

	19/09/23
9:30 – 13:30

	Safer Caring
	TEAMS
	B&NES & South Glos
	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 


	20/09/23
10:00 – 12:00.
Runs for 8 weeks, less Oct half-term.

	Therapeutic Parenting Pick n Mix
	Kingswood Civic Centre
	South Glos

	Thinking Aloud
Kirsty Fraser

	[bookmark: _Hlk77155195]21/09/23
11:00 – 13:00

	Equality and Diversity Training
	Kingswood Skills hub TBC 
Kings Chase shopping centre
	South Glos

	Daniel Wood

	[bookmark: _Hlk43902479]21/09/23
09:30 - 13:30
	Working Confidently with Gender Identity and Sexuality
	Kingswood Civic Centre
	Southglos
	TBC

	26/09/23
10:00 -12:00
	Built in Resilience
	John Lewis Cribbs. Discovery room
	South Glos

	Victoria Humphries

	26/09/23
9:30 – 16:00
	Raising Awareness of Child Exploitation
	Kingswood Civic Centre
	South Glos
	TBC

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



October 2023

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer 

	03/10/23
10:00 – 14:00
	Pathway 
to
Independence 
	The Kingswood Centre - 
New Cheltenham Rd
	South Glos
	A variety of professionals from Southglos

	04/10/23
18:00 – 21:00
	Gaming and Gambling safely online
	TEAMS – Book directly. See link
	South Glos & B&NES
	Sam Robinson

	05&12&19
/10/23
19:30 – 21:00

	Why and How Training.
	TEAMS
	South Glos

	Thinking Aloud
Kirsty Fraser

	11/10/23
18:30 – 21:00
	Child Protection
	TEAMS
	South Glos & B&NES
	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 


	18/10/23
9:30 – 13:30
	Recording, Write Enough
	TEAMS
	South Glos & B&NES
	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 




November 2023

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer 

	04/11/23 Sat
9:30 – 13:30
	Safer Caring
	TEAMS
	South Glos & B&NES
	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 


	07/11/23
19:00 – 21:00
	Equality and Diversity Training
	TEAMS
	South Glos 
	Daniel Wood

	[bookmark: _Hlk77156067]08/11/23
9:30 – 13:30
	Workshop for Inclusivity, Difference and Accessibility
	Kingswood Civic Centre
	South Glos
	TBC

	11/11/23
9:30 - 16:30
	First Aid for Carers
	Acorn, Warmley
	South Glos & B&NES
	Acorn Health and Safety

	15/11/23
19:00 – 20:00

	Introduction to Kooth
	TEAMS
	South Glos
	Abbey Rennie

	22/11/23
11:00 – 13:00 
	Holistic Health
	John Lewis, Discovery room
	South Glos
	Liz Dando

	29/11/23
18:30 – 21:00

	Managing Allegations
	TEAMS
	South Glos
	Fostering Network



December 2023

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer 

	05/12/23
9:30 – 16:00
	Raising Awareness of Child Exploitation
	Kingswood Civic Centre
	South Glos

	TBC

	06/12/23
13:00 – 14:00
	Fire Safety in your Home

	TEAMS
	South Glos

	Luke Lyons – Avon Fire and Rescue

	07/12/23
9:30 – 13:30


	Safer Caring
	TEAMS
	South Glos & B&NES
	Marie Davis & Chris Hill



January 2024 

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer

	09/01/24
9:30 – 16:30
	First Aid for Carers
	Concord Museum,
Patchway
	South Glos & B&NES
	Acorn Health and Safety

	[bookmark: _Hlk77156263]09/01/24
9:30 – 16:30
	Attachment, Trauma and Recovery
	ZOOM
	South Glos
	Richard Rose

	20/01/23
Sat
9:30 – 13:30 
	Recording, Write Enough
	TEAMS
	South Glos & B&NES
	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



February 2024

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer 

	03/02/24
9:30 – 16:30
	First Aid for Carers
	Concord Museum,
Patchway
	South Glos & B&NES
	Acorn Health and Safety

	26/02/24
9:30 – 13:30
	Raising Awareness of Child Exploitation
	ZOOM
	South Glos
	TBC

	27/02/24
10:00 – 12:30

	Child Protection
	TEAMS
	B&NES & South Glos
	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



March 2024

	Date
	Course title
	Venue
	Who can access this training?
	Trainer

	13/03/24
9:30 – 13:30
	Safer Caring
	TEAMS
	South Glos & B&NES
	Chris Hill & Marie Davis 


	16/03/24
9:30 – 16:30
	First Aid for Carers
	Acorn, Warmley
	South Glos & B&NES
	Acorn Health and Safety

	[bookmark: _Hlk43903539]
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South Gloucestershire Foster Carer Support Groups

To reserve your space please go to the CPD site, where you`ll also be able to check dates, time`s and venues. Here.


Name of Group: Support Group for carers caring for children and young people with additional needs.  
Social Workers leading the group: Jackie Dyer 
Contact Details: Jackie.Dyer@southglos.gov.uk 
Venue: Various
How often: Every second month alternating between evening and day meetings.



Name of Group: Men’s Group

Social Workers leading the group: Chris Hill
Contact Details: Chris.hill@southglos.gov.uk
Venue: Various
How often: 5 times a year


Name of Group: Foster carers own children

FACS Workers leading the group: Grace Beckett, Katie Pearce and Charlotte Cooper
Contact Details: Grace.Beckett@southglos.gov.uk  & charlotte.cooper@southglos.gov.uk & katie.pearce@southglos.gov.uk
Venue: Various
How often: TBC





Name of Group: Under 5’s
Sometimes there will be speakers and topics as requested by the group, this will hopefully make it as relevant to your fostering.

These sessions should be recorded on your Personal Development Plan (PDP).

Social Workers leading the group: Sarah Hewitt
Contact Details: sarah.hewitt@southglos.gov.uk 
Foster Carer supporting the group: 
Venue: TBC
How often: Every 2 or 3 months


Name of Group: Stay over carers. 

Social Workers leading the group: New social worker & 
Contact Details: New social worker & TBC
Foster Carers supporting the group: 
Venue: Teams
How often: Every 2 months in the evening for an hour




Name of Group: Evening Group  

Social Workers leading the group: Elspeth Shearer and Laura Wilkinson
Contact Details: Elspeth.Shearer@southglos.gov.uk & Laura.Wilkinson@southglos.gov.uk
Venue: Teams
How often: TBC





Name of Group: Central Group 

Social Workers leading the group: Jane Brommage and Janice Long
Contact Details: jane.brommage@southglos.gov.uk   and Janice.long@southglos.gov.uk 
Foster Carers supporting the group: TBC
Venue: Yate Parish Hall, Station Rd, BS37 4PQ
How often: From 10-12noon.  
Dates for 2023 – 18.5.23, 21.9.23, 30.11.23


Name of Group: North Group  

Social Workers leading the group: TBC
Contact Details:  TBC
Venue: Old Down Country Park
How often: TBC

Name of Group:  South Group    

Social Workers leading the group: TBC & Jane Griffin 

Contact Details: TBC  & Jane.Griffin3@southglos.gov.uk 
Venue: Cadbury Heath children`s centre

How often:  TBC








Name of Group:  Special Guardians / Connected carers Coffee Morning

Social Workers leading the group: Lee-Anne Jameson and Alice Gower
Contact Details:  SGOSupport@southglos.gov.uk

Carers supporting group venue: 
Venue: The Armadillo Café - Station Rd, Yate, Bristol BS37 4FW (opposite Morrisons) or
Esther’s café - Sir Bernard Lovell School, Oldland Common, Bristol BS30 8TR
How often: 10 – 12 noon
Wednesday 26th April – Armadillo Café
Wednesday 21st June – Esther’s Café
Wednesday 27th September – Armadillo Café 
Wednesday 1st November – Esther’s Café 






[bookmark: Membership_to_o]Further resources

Membership to Online Resources

Research In Practice (RinP)
This is just to remind you that you have access to this amazing resource.  They have recently changed the way in which you are able to sign up for an account.  Please click here which will take you to the document which explains what you need to do.

There is also the opportunity for you to join in with the virtual RiP reps meetings which take place.  The meeting lasts around 30 minutes and is really an opportunity for different practitioners from across children's services, to share any particular resources - articles/podcasts that they have found to be of particular use from RinP, with those of us present. Alice Di-Duca, our Principle Social Worker, would be delighted if some of you would like to attend these sessions, as a participant and a contributor.  So, if you came across an article/paper/podcast that you would like to draw practitioner’s attention towards, this would be the forum for you to do this in.  If you would be interested in taking part in this, please contact me here.  


[image: ]

[bookmark: RIP]Resources for Foster Carers

Research in Practice provides evidence – informed resources and tools to support those working with children and families to make the best possible decisions.

Available to you, free to access and download as part of our membership is the following:

· A wide range of publications, tools, blogs and podcasts addressing different topics 
· Live and recorded webinars (online presentations) and videos
· Monthly Research Summaries and Policy Updates to keep you current with what is happening in children’s social care.





All Research in Practice resources are available via the website with an online account. If you would like an account you can request one via this link entering [South Gloucestershire Council] as the organisation. Please also enter your job title as foster carer to ensure correct validation. Once set up you can log in and access the resources here.

Resources you might be particularly interested in:

Briefings and tools available here include:

· Brothers and sisters in public law and proceedings – assessment, placement, permanence, and contact
· Reconceptualising parental non-engagement in child protection
· Understanding self-harm among children and adolescents
· Neglect in the context of poverty and austerity
· Trauma-informed approaches with young people
· Parental mental health: Frontline tool and briefing

Recorded Webinars available here include:

· Trauma-informed practice with children, young people and their families: Webinar 1 and 2
· Digital family contact time: sharing and building knowledge
· Complexity and challenge: Triennial analysis of serious case reviews 2014-17
· Brothers and sisters in public law proceedings: assessment, placement, permanence and contacts
· Pregnancy interview



Community Care Inform Children 

I am also delighted to let you know that South Gloucestershire Council have invested in Community Care Inform Children.  Foster Carers are also able to have a license for accessing this excellent resource, but we will need your permission to send 'CCInform' your email address.   They will then email an invitation asking you to activate your account.   If you would like to have an account could you please email me at chris.hill@southglos.gov.uk .

On Community Care Inform there are a huge range of learning tools including podcasts, videos and webinars as well as expertly written content based on research, case law, legislation. 


Fostering and adoption mini site

In addition to resources available on the Research in Practice website, there is also a host of resources targeted at people involved in fostering and adoption on this mini site:
[image: ]

This website hosts key research messages on several relevant topics including:

· Attachment theory and research
· Child development
· Early brain development and maltreatment
· Early childhood trauma
· Impacts of delayed decision making
· Communicating effectively with children and young people
· Placement stability and permanence
· Managing risks and benefits of contact

As well as key questions, exercises and case studies, and links to further research and resources. All the resources on the mini site are freely accessible and you do not need to log in to reach them.





[bookmark: IAP]Home Computing Support for South Gloucestershire Foster Carers
[image: IAP UK Ltd – Call us on 0117 911 4390]

IAP is a local private company who are commissioned to give IT support to South Gloucestershire foster carers. 
When a new carer becomes approved, their details are sent to IAP who will then make contact. 
If you haven’t heard of or been contacted by IAP, you contact them by emailing help@iapuk.biz, or call 0117 911 4390 

They have a team of people on hand to give IT support such as: 

· Ensuring that your computer, or your young person’s, is protected from unsafe websites by installing content filtering software on your computer. 
· Supplying and installing a business standard antivirus suite
· Removing malware or viruses  
· Helping you if your computer is not working properly.
· Assisting with network or printer queries.  

IAP can do a lot of support tasks remotely, but if needed they can visit your home to sort your computer out.  

IAP can help you to set up ‘Find my phone’ type settings on your mobile device if it supports the feature.  This can locate a missing iPhone, iPad, Windows phone or Android phone, on a map, lock it remotely, and erase your data to protect your privacy.  This may be helpful if your phone or laptop goes missing or is stolen.   

The IAP website is at www.iapuk.biz  and they also have a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/iapuk/ and twitter feed https://twitter.com/iapukltd.
This is regularly updated with useful information including IT scams to watch out for.
It’s worth looking at this to keep up to date on current threats and hoaxes.
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