
Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children –
Process Flowchart

Young person presents with a date of birth that makes them a 
child (under the age of 18)

Office Hours: Initial visit takes place within 
24 hours by two social workers at least one 

who must have experience of supporting 
unaccompanied children

Out of Hours: EDT may need to 
accommodate unaccompanied young 

person in some cases. Alternately initial 
visit should take place by two social 

workers on next working day

Yes
Definitely a child 
but not sure date 
of birth is correct

Maybe/ 
unsure

No, young person 
is obviously over 

the age of 25

Accommodate without 
prejudice as per claimed 

age

Complete initial screening 
process

Could this young person 
be a child?

No further action 
required. Where 

necessary, 
complete ‘Over 
18 Letter’ and 
discharge to 
Home Office

Complete Merton 
Compliant Age 

Assessment
Complete and send ‘Letter 
to Home Office – decision 

not to age assess’

Accommodate 
without prejudice 

as per claimed 
age

Support from 
children’s services 

ends. Complete 
‘Over 18 Letter’ 
and discharge to 

Home Office

Yes No

Complete and 
send ‘Home 
Office – Age 
Proforma’

Is this young person a 
child?

If there are any indicators 
of potential trafficking/ 

exploitation, referral must 
be made to the National 

Referral Mechanism
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