Hospital Discharge Grant
The Hospital Discharge Grant is available to pay for essential repairs or minor works in order to help some people admitted to hospital who no longer require treatment in hospital to meet their needs.  The grant is intended to speed up the hospital discharge process and the purpose of this leaflet is to tell you more about the grant, including who is eligible.

What can the Hospital Discharge Grant be used for?
A non-means tested grant of up to £4,000 for eligible works can be made available if this will help you to return home from hospital.  The following adaptations are eligible works covered by the grant:

· Installation of a ramp
· A basic stair lift
· A ceiling track hoist
· Enhanced lighting

A non-means-tested grant of up to £3,000 can also be made available if any of the following eligible works are required to enable you to return home from hospital once you are well enough to do so:

· Home garden/clearance
· Home deep cleaning
· Home fumigation
· Furniture removals to make your home safe for you
· Heating repairs, e.g. repairing or replacing boilers
· Repairs to essential electrical appliances, e.g. cooker, refrigerator/freezer

Who is eligible for the grant?
If you are well enough to leave hospital and need one or more of the works set out above completed so that you can go home you may be eligible for the Hospital Discharge Grant if:

· You live at an address in the London Borough of Hillingdon;
· You are either a home owner, a Council tenant or a tenant of a housing association or private landlord; and
· You intend to continue to live at the same address for at least three years.  An exception applies to people on the end of life pathway.

How do I apply for the grant?
Social Care staff will support you to complete a short grant application form.
Who makes the decision about whether I can have a grant?
The decision will be made by the Social Care Hospital Discharge Team in consultation with you and the person making the referral for the grant.  The Social Care Hospital Discharge Team will need to confirm that the requested works will speed up your return home from hospital.
Who will the grant money be paid to?
If the grant is approved the agreed works will be arranged by the Council.  Payment to the contractor undertaking works and/or any equipment supplier would be made directly by the Council.
Who can I speak to for more information?
You and/or your family can speak to the Social Care Hospital Discharge Team at Hillingdon Hospital.  Anyone from the team should be able to answer any queries you and/or your family may have.  You can also get in touch with the Hospital Discharge Team by telephoning Hillingdon Social Care Direct on 01895 556633.
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