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Guidance Note

“Expert Fees”

In order to provide better scrutiny and accountability for fees incurred in the instruction of experts during care proceedings, a process has been devised for authorisation of such assessments.

Any assessment proposed in the course of Court proceedings  in which a cost will be incurred must be authorised by a Senior Manager in advance of this cost being incurred.

A form has been devised which should be completed by the Team Manager and submitted to the appropriate CSM for this cost to be approved in advance of an agreement to fund this cost.  Please click on link to access form - Request for Experts to be instructed

It is expected that a meeting will be held in advance of the Case Management Hearing between the allocated lawyer and social worker to discuss assessments required and to agree these and the timetable. It is following this meeting that the team manager should complete the form and request authorisation for the cost to be
Incurred.
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