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· If you believe that the person needs an assessment in a psychiatric hospital and they are refusing support, a request for a Mental Health Act assessment should be made. 

· Referrals for a Mental Health Act assessment can be made directly to the AMHP office during working hours. The AMHP office number is  01895 485181. 

· A referral for a MHA assessment is solely to consider admission to hospital under the Mental Health Act. This is distinct to an assessment of a person’s mental health/mental state (see separate guidance on how to refer for a mental state assessment). 

· Please consider whether a referral should be made to MH services (via SPA), or a direct referral for a MHA assessment (which can be made directly to the AMHP office). 

· Please note, AMHP is not an emergency service and it will often take several days to collect the information to obtain enough evidence to present the case to a magistrate for a s.135 (1) warrant and to undertake a MHA assessment.  AMHPs are also reliant on police availability. 

· If there is concern about the risk to life or limb call 999.  The referrer should also consider ongoing risk management, pending MHA assessment (such as GP, police welfare checks, reablement etc, as appropriate). SPA may be able to offer further advice and assistance and in some circumstances, can arrange services such as Home Treatment Team and Rapid Response. 

· The AMHP service is managed by LBH Team Manager, Rebecca Canton (07909 991517: rebecca.canton@nhs.net) and LBH Service Manager, Jo Haigh (07887 504569; joanna.haigh1@nhs.net). 

