
Part 1: Managing Individuals who Pose a Risk of Harm to Children  

 

SCOPE OF THIS CHAPTER 
 
This chapter provides practice guidance and information about a range of mechanisms that are 
available when managing people who have been identified as presenting a risk, or potential risk, of 
harm to children. 
 
The Children Act 1989 recognised that the identification and investigation of child abuse, together 
with the protection and support of victims and their families, requires multi-agency collaboration. As 
part of that protection, action has been taken, usually by the police and Children’s Social Care, to 
prosecute known offenders or control their access to vulnerable children.  
 
The Sexual Offences Act 2003 introduced a number of new offences to deal with those who abuse 
and exploit children in this way (see Legislation website). 
 
The term ‘schedule one offender’ should no longer be used for anyone convicted of a crime against a 
child. The focus should be on whether the individual poses a ‘risk of harm to children’.  
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1. Introduction 

 
A Joint Policy Statement and a full document entitled Operational Guidelines for Dorset Police, the 
National Probation Service Dorset area and the Prison Service is with the management of each 
agency. 
 
Each agency will be aware of its own operational guidelines and reference documents and care 
should be taken to refer to those where appropriate. 
 
The Criminal Justice Act 2003 Section 325 seeks to increase public protection by building upon the 
existing inter-agency arrangements. 
 
The Act places a statutory duty on Police, Probation and the Prison Service as the ‘responsible 
authorities’ to make joint arrangements for the assessment and management of the risks posed by 
sexual and violent offenders, and other offenders who, by reason of offences committed by them, 
are considered to be persons who may cause serious harm to the public. These arrangements are 
known as the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA). 
 
In addition to the statutory responsibilities that Children’s Services, Police, Probation and the Prison 
Service have there are a number of statutory and voluntary agencies that have an important role to 
play in effective public protection, these agencies have a duty to co-operate. This will include the 
National Health Service (including local Mental Health Services), Education, Local Authority Housing, 
Youth Offending Teams, NSPCC and a range of other agencies including the independent sector. In 
the County of Dorset, the aim of the Police, Probation and Prison Service will be to achieve 
agreement across agencies to put in place arrangements that will better protect the public.  
Under S326 of the Act, there is a statutory requirement on the Police, Probation and the Prison 
Service to produce an annual report on the work carried out under the arrangements. It will be a 
clear and accessible document that informs and reassures the public about the work taking place for 
their protection. It will summarise the roles and responsibilities of all agencies involved.  
 
2. Relevant Sexual and Violent Offenders  
 
The Police, Probation and the Prison Service have a responsibility to implement joint arrangements 
for the assessment and management of the risks posed by sexual and violent offenders, and other 
offenders who may cause serious harm to the public. 
 
A person is a relevant sexual or violent offender if s/he falls within one or more of the categories set 
out in S327 of the Act, as follows:- 
 
Category 1 
 

• S/he is subject to the notification requirements of Part 2 of the Sex Offenders Act 2003. See 
Operational Guidelines for Dorset Police, Prison Service and the National Probation Service 
Dorset Area.  

 
Category 2 
 

• S/he is convicted by a court in England or Wales of a murder, or an offence specified in 
Schedule 15 of the Criminal Justice Act, (See Operational Guidelines for Dorset Police and 
the National Probation Service Dorset area) and one of the following sentences is imposed: 

• A term of imprisonment of 12 months or more; 

• Detention in a Young Offender Institution for a term of 12 months or more; 

• Detention during Her Majesty’s pleasure; 



• A sentence of detention for public protection under S226 of the Act; 

• Detention for a period of 12 months or more under Section 91 of the Powers of Criminal 
Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000 (offenders under 18 convicted of certain serious offences); 

• Detention under S228 of the Act; 

• Detention and training order for a term of 12 months or more; 

• A Hospital or Guardianship Order within the meaning of the Mental Health Act 1983; 

• This category also includes persons found not guilty of murder or an offence specified in 
Schedule 15 of the Act by reason of insanity or under a disability and done the act charged 
against them in respect of the offence and one of the following orders is made:-  

• An order that s/he be admitted to hospital; or 

• A Guardianship Order within the meaning of the Mental Health Act 1983. 
 
(“Court” does not include a Court-Martial or the Courts-Martial Appeal Court). 
 
Category 3 
 
Other offenders: These offenders must have been convicted/formally cautioned or in the case of 
juveniles, reprimanded or warned for an offence that indicates that he/she is capable of causing 
serious harm to the public and the Responsible Authority considers that they may pose a risk of 
serious harm to the public which requires active multi-agency management. 
 
Agencies that operate an Integrated Care Programme Approach (ICPA) should consider and risk 
assess via that system first. Agencies or individuals concerned about people posing a risk of serious 
harm should raise those concerns with the MAPPA coordinator who will discuss with the Detective 
Inspector or Detective Chief Inspector (as appropriate) to determine which individuals may pose a 
risk and whether they have any relevant criminal history.  
 
INITIALLY ALL ISSUES MUST BE RAISED WITH A LINE MANAGER  
 
3. Risk Assessment  
 
Risk assessment is an ongoing process. All agencies involved must remain sensitive to factors that 
could indicate a change in the level of risk. Concerns must be acted upon through liaison, 
consultation and either a Level 2 or Level 3 Multi-Agency Public Protection Panel, if applicable. 
 
4. Child Protection Processes 
 
See also Child Protection Conferences Procedure. 
 
When it is apparent there is a risk of abuse from a convicted offender to an individual child which 
may not be alleviated by the management of the risk related to that person, a child protection 
strategy discussion will agree whether s47 enquiries are needed and if s47 enquiries are commenced 
there will then be a decision as to whether a child protection conference will be required. 
This child protection conference will be held separately from any Level 2/3 MAPPP. Where the only 
identified risk posed by an offender who is under the supervision of the Probation Service is to an 
identified child (ren) and there is a robust risk management plan that includes arrangements for 
good information sharing and attendance by the Offender Manager at Child Protection Conferences 
it will not be necessary to hold a separate MAPPA level 2 or 3 meeting. This will be decided by the 
MAPPA co-ordinator and Detective Inspector/ Detective Chief Inspector in consultation with the 
offender manager and social worker/independent conference chair – in all other cases when the 
concern about an individual child is evident, it will be essential for Children’s Social Care, and any 
other agency relevant to the circumstance, to attend the Level 2/3 MAPPP and relevant agencies to 
attend the CPC.  



 
5. MAPPA levels and referrals 
 
Please refer to the MAPPA website, which holds the latest versions of all MAPPA documentation 

 https://mappa.justice.gov.uk/connect.ti/MAPPA/groupHome 
 
Might be better to refer to the  
 
  6. Defensible Multi-agency Decision Making  
 
All agencies need to be aware that Multi-agency Public Protection Panels (Level 2 or Level 3) should 
be able to demonstrate: 
 

• Ensure decisions are grounded in the evidence; 

• Use reliable risk assessment tools; 

• Collect, verify and thoroughly evaluate information; 

• Record and account for your decision making; 

• Communicate with relevant others, seek information you do not have; 

• Stay within agency policies and procedures; 

• Take all reasonable steps; 

• Match risk management interventions to risk factors; 

• Maintain contact with offender at a level commensurate with the level of risk of harm; 

• Respond to escalating risk, deteriorating behaviour, and non-compliance;  

• An audit programme is in place conducted by the MAPPA Board Members, including the Lay 
Advisors and the Probation MAPPA lead, quarterly, to identify any areas of weakness.  

 
 7. Roles and Requirements of Individual Agencies  
 
Duty to Co-operate 
 
Section 325(3) of the Criminal Justice Act 2003 imposes on specific organisations which provide 
public services a ‘Duty to Co-operate’ with the MAPPA Responsible Authority in the fulfilment of its 
obligation to establish arrangements for the purposes of assessing and managing risks posed by 
MAPPA offenders. A reciprocal duty is imposed on the responsible authority to act in co-operation 
with those organisations. 
 
The Act requires external organisations to co-operate only in so far as this is compatible with their 
existing statutory responsibilities. It does not therefore impose on them a duty to do anything 
operationally beyond what they are already required to do. They are, however, required to carry out 
their responsibilities where these relate to MAPPA offenders, collaboratively with the responsible 
authority and the other organisations on whom a duty is imposed. 
 
The purposes of co-operation are:  
 

• To co-ordinate the involvement of different agencies in assessing and managing risk; 

• To enable every agency, which has a legitimate interest, to contribute as fully as its existing 
statutory role and functions require in a way that complements the work of other agencies. 

 
Co-operation depends upon respect for the different role each agency performs and the boundaries 
which define it. Unless clarity about authority is maintained, responsibility and accountability will 
become clouded and Duty to Co-operate agencies may misunderstand the basis upon which they co-
operate. In turn, this may cause representatives of those agencies to feel dis-empowered or 
professionally compromised – a result which the statutory basis of the duty is explicitly designed to 
prevent. Without this clarity, agencies may assume that a referral of a case to either a level 2 or level 

https://mappa.justice.gov.uk/connect.ti/MAPPA/groupHome


3 meeting somehow diminishes or even absolves them of any continuing responsibility, which is not 
the case. 
 
Successful engagement of an agency’s co-operation is therefore dependent upon: 
 

• Identifying that an agency has a legitimate interest or specific responsibility;  

• Advising about how best it can become involved; and 

• Helping it to co-ordinate its involvement with that of other agencies.  
 
8. Children’s Social Care  
 
Children’s Services receive notifications from the police on adults and young people arrested for 
offences against children and young people under 18 years. Notifications of convictions can be 
received from the Court, penal establishments, the Probation Service, the Youth Offending Team 
and other local authorities and may relate to custodial and non-custodial sentences. 
 
Notification is received from the Police Sex Offender Unit about convicted sexual offenders who 
have to register their address with the Police as part of the requirements of the Sexual Offences Act 
2003. Included are those cautioned for sexual offences, who are also required to register their 
address with the Police. Where there is an identified risk to a child(ren), a referral will be also be 
made to Children’s Services under Inter-agency Safeguarding Procedures. 
 
When a notification is received Children’s Services will make initial checks including checking their 
database and record the information. If as a result concerns are identified these will be responded to 
in accordance with safeguarding procedures.  
 
The information obtained on offenders convicted of offences against children will be retained by 
Children’s Services and referred to as and when need arises. 
 
When a child is considered to be at risk, a strategy discussion will be convened (see  Child Protection 
Processes) will be required unless the risk is immediately alleviated by the intervention of Children’s 
Social Care and it is evident that the child/ren are not likely to suffer significant harm. 
 
Transition protocols must be adhered to in respect of young people who are moving from Children’s 
Services to Adult’s Services, where it is identified that they may cause serious harm to the public or 
themselves. 
 
As part of the MAPPA, Children’s Services will be invited to attend MAPPP’s as appropriate.  
 
9. Young Offenders – General  
 
The Act includes sexual offenders who are under 18 years of age when convicted or cautioned for a 
relevant sexual offence. The differences for young people are: 
 
Registration Period 
 
The duration of the registration period is halved unless the conviction is for an indefinite period. 
 
Penalties for not Registering 
 
An offender under 18 years who fails to register has committed an offence - the liability, if convicted, 
is a fine rather than imprisonment. 
 
Responsibility for Notification 

http://pandorsetscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_man_ind_pose_risk.html#cpc
http://pandorsetscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_man_ind_pose_risk.html#cpc


 
When a young person is sentenced to custody, the court may direct that an individual having 
parental responsibility for him or her complies with the provisions of the Act on behalf of the young 
person until the age of 18 has been reached. 
 
Additional policy and procedures in relation to children and young people with sexually harmful 
behaviour can be found in the Pan-Dorset Multi Agency Safeguarding Procedures (see Harmful 
Sexual Behaviour Procedure).  
 
10. Young Offenders – Looked After by the Local Authority  
 
Children’s Services also have a specific role when: 
 

• A child who is looked after by the Authority is convicted of an offence under the Sexual 
Offences Act 2003. 

• When a looked after young person is cautioned for a relevant sexual offence, it is the young 
person’s responsibility to comply with notification requirements. The Police will notify the 
nominated person in Children’s Services of any such cautions. The nominated person will 
pass the information to the supervising social worker. 

 
In the case of both convictions and cautions, the social worker will need to: 
 

• Ensure all written notifications are placed on the young person’s file; 

• Inform those with day-to-day care of the young person of the registration requirements; 

• Assist the young person to comply with notification requirements; 

• Ensure the young person is reminded of the requirement to notify the Police every time a 
move occurs, until the young person ceases to be looked after; 

• Ensure that any new day-to-day carers are informed of the registration requirements; 

• Ensure that the nominated Education representative is notified that the young person is a 
pupil at a school (including a 6th Form) or a student at a college.  

 
11. Youth Offending Teams  
 
YOT Risk Assessment 
 
The Youth Offending Teams work with all young offenders aged 10 to 17. The teams follow the 
procedures outlined in this document.   In this protocol for this age group of offenders references to 
“Probation Officer” can be replaced by “YOT Officer”. 
 
The Probation Officers seconded to the teams are used as link points. 
 
Youth Offending Teams use the AssetPlus assessment tool (a nationally implemented tool issued by 
the Youth Justice Board). The AssetPlus document includes an assessment of ‘Risk of Serious Harm’ 
which helps to inform when a MAPPA referral may be required. 
 
Following this assessment when appropriate the YOT would follow the MAPPA procedures.  
 
12. Education  
 
Schools and other educational establishments will have a direct interest and involvement if a 
convicted offender is: 
 

• A young person of compulsory school age or student in a school 6th Form/or a student at a 
college; 



• Known to have connections with the school, living near the school or loitering in the vicinity 
of a school. 
 

Reference will be made to the nominated Education representative: 
 

• Where the above is known to apply and where a Level 2 or Level 3 Multi-Agency Public 
Protection Panel is scheduled, contact should be made initially with a nominated person in 
the relevant authority; 

• The nominated Education representative will consider the implications and will arrange for a 
relevant person to attend the Level 2/3 panel; 

• Discussion related to concerns, in advance of a Level 2/3 panel being scheduled, will be with 
the nominated person from Education, as above; 

• If a Level 2/Level 3 occurs within which there are implications for Education, but where there 
was no recognition in advance of such issues, a sub-group of the main panel will be 
identified to initiate contact with the nominated Education representative as above. This 
sub-group will then meet with the person identified by the nominated Education 
representative, to formulate an action plan to take account of the factors arising from the 
Level 2/3 panel; 

• Where the concern is initiated in a school or other educational establishment, the Head or 
other relevant person should seek advice from the person nominated by their Education 
Authority. As a result this nominated person will make contact with the local Probation 
office or Police as appropriate, or will agree who from the school staff will undertake this 
action; 

• Following a Level 2/3 panel, if the required action is continuing, then a method of 
updating/reviewing the progress will be identified.  

 
13. Mental Health Services  
 
Specialist Mental Health services are provided by Dorset Healthcare University NHS Foundation Trust 
(DHUFT)  who undertake the following in respect of MAPPA and mentally disordered offenders 
(MDO) to whom they provide care:- 
 

• To identify MDOs considered suitable for Level 2 and 3 MAPPPs; 

• To refer such individuals into MAPPA; 

• To disclose only the necessary information required to assess and manage the risks 
presented working as closely as possible within the Trusts’ policy on confidentiality; 

• Clinicians and managers involved in the case are to attend all panels and present reports as 
required; 

• To amalgamate risk management plans into the Integrated Care Programme Approach of 
the individual who is the subject of the MAPPA. 
 

DHUFT provide the Dorset Forensic Services (DFS) which is a pan Dorset service for offenders with 
more severe disorders and higher levels of risk. Staff from DFS will attend all Level 2 and 3 MAPPPs 
called on their patients. This service will also provide the Health Service representation on the 
Dorset Strategic Management Board for MAPPA.  
 
Sex Offenders Detained in Hospital or Subject to Guardianship Orders under the Mental Health Act 
1983. 
 
A hospital manager’s referral of an offender who is detained in hospital or subject to guardianship 
under the Mental Health Act 1983 following sentencing or cautioning for a relevant offence, on 
receipt of notification:- 
 

• Should ensure that the patients’ records are endorsed; and 



• If necessary, inform the new hospital managers, prison or local Children’s Services authority 
if the patient is transferred to another hospital, back to prison or guardianship.   

 
The hospital manager must remind the patient of the registration requirements when they leave 
hospital on discharge or long term leave in the community. 
 
Hospital detention in these cases is likely to be at one of the special hospitals and, although there 
are no special hospitals in Dorset, both the main psychiatric hospitals at Forston Clinic, Dorchester 
and St Ann’s Hospital, Poole have the potential to receive such patients in their care. If staff are 
unsure whether the person they are supervising comes under the provisions of the Mental Health 
Act 1983, they should discuss the position with the relevant manager. If there are immediate child 
protection concerns reference should be made to the named nurse for child protection advice, 
followed as applicable by referral without delay to the relevant Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 
(MASH)  
 
Patients Subject to Guardianship  
 
Children’s Services are not required to take any special action in respect of people subject to 
guardianship who are served with notice to register under the Sexual Offences Act 2003. However, 
as a matter of good practice a supervising social worker should discuss registration requirements 
with the person concerned and assist them to comply. 
 
When a person subject to the provisions of the Act is discharged from guardianship or is transferred 
to another local authority area, the information regarding the address of the person, which is held 
by the Police, should be updated. Social workers should explain this to the person and ask their 
permission to disclose the information. If consent is refused the relevant senior manager will be 
informed, so that there can be a discussion about the risk posed by the person and a decision made 
on the basis of public interest and whether this justifies overriding the refusal of the person to have 
the information passed to the Police. This discussion should be recorded and signed. 
Any information about change of address will be passed to the Police Sex Offender Unit in the area 
where the sex offender will become resident. 
 
Disclosure of Information: Sex Offences/Other Potentially Dangerous Offences  
 
Where it is important and relevant for staff and agencies to share information or have information 
disclosed to them regarding the offender, this will be on a strictly confidential basis.  
 
Consideration of the need to make disclosure to protect victims, potential victims, staff and other 
persons in the community will be undertaken at every Level 2 and 3 MAPPP meeting and a plan 
identifying necessary action will be agreed if appropriate. The meeting will identify who needs to 
receive disclosure, what information needs to be disclosed, who will make that disclosure and where 
and when it will take place. The minutes of the meeting will clearly record those 
decisions. Disclosure to third parties will also include advice on how that information is to be used 
and where the recipients(s) may seek additional support and guidance. 
 
The authority to disclose information is contained within section 115 Crime and Disorder Act.  
 
14. Housing  
 
Housing Authorities/Associations may have a role in connection with: 
 

• Housing applicants/tenants who have been/are convicted of sexual offences or other 
dangerous offences; 



• Housing applicants/tenants who live in proximity to a person convicted of a sexual offence 
or other dangerous offence; 

• Applications from persons convicted of sexual offences or who are deemed to be dangerous 
offenders. 

 
When these factors arise, the Housing Authority should expect to be invited to the Level 2/3 panels, 
or if a concern becomes apparent, they should make contact with the local Probation office to 
provide relevant information.  
 
Implications for Housing Policy and Practice  
 
Where a person who is required to register as a sexual offender, or who is a dangerous offender, has 
a housing need and requires re-housing then the relevant housing authority should be invited to 
send a representative to the Level 2/3 panel. Identified concern relating to housing need should be 
included fully in the action plan. Where this need was not apparent in advance and the relevant 
housing authority was not represented at the conference, there should be a further conference or, if 
more applicable, a sub-group should be identified to share the matter in full with the relevant 
housing authority. 
 
A secure Council/Housing Association tenant who is a sexual offender might apply for an urgent 
transfer after experiencing harassment/threats of violence as a consequence of the offence(s) 
committed or of the disclosure of information. 
 
If an offender who is a tenant is considered to be at risk of violence following the disclosure of 
information, an urgent transfer should be considered if that is what the tenant wants. Similarly, if 
following a risk assessment the police ask for a transfer of an offender who is a tenant - and 
providing a transfer would assist in the management of risk - the housing authority will endeavour to 
comply with this request. Normally this could occur only if the tenant agrees to the transfer. 
 
Tenants may apply for an urgent transfer because they believe they are at risk from a sexual 
offender or another dangerous offender in their area following the disclosure of information. 
 
Tenants will not normally be granted an urgent transfer unless there is a specific risk to them from 
the sexual offender/dangerous offender. A more general risk to a local community (for example to 
all of those with young children) will not normally be considered cause to grant urgent transfers to 
all or part of the community. 
 
A specific risk might be present for example: 
 

• If a tenant or a member of the household is a previous victim of the offender; 

• If a tenant is particularly vulnerable (for example people who have previously been the 
victim of a similar offence to the one committed by the offender, young care leavers, people 
with a mental illness or disability); 

• Due to of the location of the tenancy and the nature of the offence committed (for example 
an elderly woman sharing communal facilities with an offender who has been convicted of 
the rape or assault of an elderly woman). 

 
In all cases, the individual circumstances of a transfer applicant will be taken into account in reaching 
a decision about whether to grant an urgent transfer or other method of re-housing. 
 
The families of sexual offenders or other dangerous offenders may be the victims of 
harassment/threats of violence following disclosure of information. Such families will be supported, 
advised and given practical assistance by the housing authority. The practical assistance offered will 
depend on the needs of the family and could include increasing the urgency of any arrangement for 



a mutual exchange, supporting a move to another area or accepting the family as homeless and re-
housing them in another part of the district. 
 
Sexual offenders or other dangerous offenders may become homeless as a direct or indirect 
consequence of the offence(s) committed or the disclosure of information, for example following 
release from prison/discharge from hospital or after being forced by harassment or threats of 
violence to leave accommodation either in this area or another part of the country. 
 
Homeless applications from sexual offenders must be assessed in accordance with the terms of Part 
VII of the Housing Act 1996. If a duty to provide accommodation exists, neither the nature of the 
crime committed nor any difficulty in providing accommodation without risk to others negates that 
duty. To protect victims it is often necessary to ensure that dangerous offenders do not return to 
their original locality. In such cases Local Authorities should not insist upon a local connection before 
accepting the referral. In cases where the offender has no local connection anywhere (other than 
the locality of their original offence to which they cannot return), Local Authorities should not insist 
upon a local connection before accepting the referral. As far as possible in other cases Local 
Authorities should interpret any local connection with the Dorset area as being sufficient to accept a 
referral, even if a stronger connection exists elsewhere. It should be noted that residence in a Bail 
Hostel does not create a local connection. The duty must be discharged in a flexible and appropriate 
manner, to include the support of other agencies. 
 
Housing Authorities have a statutory duty to consider whether an applicant has made themselves 
intentionally homeless as a result of their actions. If such a decision is made the local authority will 
actively work with the housing authority representative at the MAPPA panel to find an alternative 
housing solution'. Referrals will not be turned down as intentionally homeless solely on the grounds 
that they have perpetrated acts that have caused them to be imprisoned. 
 
Homelessness applications might be received from people who believe they are at risk from a sexual 
offender or other dangerous offender in their area following disclosure of information. 
A homeless applicant will not normally be considered homeless in these circumstances unless there 
is a specific risk to them from the offender. A more general risk to a local community will not 
normally result in a decision that all or part of that community is homeless. 
 
A specific risk might be present, for example: 
 

• If the homeless applicant or a member of the household was a previous victim of the 
offender; 

• If the homeless applicant was particularly vulnerable (for example young care leavers, 
people with a mental illness or disability, people who have previously been the victim of 
similar offence to the one committed by the offender); 

• Because of the location of the homeless applicant and the nature of the offence committed. 
 
In these circumstances, the homeless applicant may be considered homeless. However, the 
individual circumstances of the homeless applicant will always be taken into account in reaching a 
decision. 
 
There may be considerable difficulty in managing risk where there is a duty to provide temporary or 
permanent accommodation for a sex offender or other dangerous offender. 
 
If the housing authority has a legal duty to provide accommodation under the terms of Part VI 
(Allocation of Housing) or Part VII (Homelessness) Housing Act 1996, convictions for sexual or other 
dangerous offences do not negate this duty. In reaching decisions about the type and location of 
accommodation the following should be taken into account: 
 



• Location of any victims of the sex/dangerous offender; 

• The nature of the offences committed and the offending pattern; 

• Advice from other agencies on minimising risk. In particular, it is expected that the Police will 
give advice and guidance on what action is required to be taken following disclosure of 
information; 

• Those who are most at risk from the offender (children/frail/elderly/vulnerable 
adults/women/men). 
 

It may be the case that an offender is harassed or threatened with violence by a tenant following 
disclosure of information. Such behaviour is anti-social and may breach the tenancy 
conditions. Action to evict a tenant in such circumstances could be considered. 
 
Tenants who are convicted of offences during the course of their tenancy, where the victim is a 
person living in the locality, may be in breach of their tenancy conditions. This will constitute a 
ground for eviction if it is an arrestable offence committed in the locality of the property. The 
legislation does not define locality but this will depend on the circumstances.  
15. Crown Prosecution Service  
 
The CPS will take account as necessary of a MAPPP’s information with regard to an offender in the 
Criminal Justice System. Liaison with CPS will usually be via the Police or Probation service. 
 
16. Potentially Dangerous Persons (PDP)/Assessment of Risk Meetings (Arm) 
 
The statutory MAPPA guidelines relate to convicted persons only and require that an individual must 
have been subject to some form of criminal justice disposal before inclusion in the MAPPA process. 
There are a number of individuals that are potentially dangerous that pose a risk of sexual, violent or 
other serious harm to the public who are unconvicted. These are classed as Potentially Dangerous 
Persons. 
 
The agency managing the individual will usually be the first to identify that a case involving an 
unconvicted person would benefit from a multi-agency assessment of risk meeting. Any agency can 
request this multi agency meeting to facilitate effective information-sharing in order to reduce the 
risk of harm to the public. 
 
The requesting agency is responsible for the arrangements for such a meeting including; inviting 
relevant practitioners providing secretarial support and Chairing.  
 
The MAPPA guidelines and MAPPA minutes form Appendix 4 can be used by any agency to 
document a PDP conference. In ALL cases the conference must be minuted. This ensures accurate 
recording and defensible decision-making with regard to an unconvicted person who poses a risk of 
sexual, violent or other harm to the public. 
 
When requesting an ARM meeting consultation should take place via the Detective Chief Inspector 
or Detective Inspector responsible for MAPPA. This is in order to provide support for the process and 
to set clear expectations. 
 
All documentation relating to an ARM meeting must be stored according to MAPPA guidelines. 
Records must be stored in the secure confidential section of files.  
 
 

 

 

 


