
Practice Matters Supervision Orders 

What is a Supervision Order?
The legislative basis for a supervision order is specified in the Children’s Act 1989 S31 and S35 and further information is given in Schedule 3.  They cannot be made in private proceedings unless a section 37 report has been requested.  A supervision order can be made as an outcome to care proceedings where the threshold for significant harm is met, but a care order is not required.  The order does not give the local authority parental responsibility (PR).  The order gives responsibility to the local authority to “advise, assist and befriend the supervised child” but it also gives powers to the local authority as specified in the order, for instance for the child and their parent to attend certain activities.  They are initially made for a period of 6 or 12 months, but it is possible to renew them for a total maximum period of 3 years 

Why use Supervision Orders? 
It allows the Local Authority to continue to work with the child and their carers to ensure that the care plan presented in court is followed through and any emerging issues dealt with promptly.  The purpose of an SGO is to provide a firm foundation on which to build a lifelong permanent relationship between the child and the carer. A supervision order should not need to be used as a vehicle by which support and services are provided by the local authority. All support and services to be provided to the special guardian and to the child by the local authority or other organisations should be set out in the special guardianship support plan which should be attached as an appendix to the order. The cases where it would be appropriate or necessary to make a supervision order alongside an SGO will be very small in number.

How to use Supervision Orders 
· If the local authority is asking for a supervision order, or the court is minded to make one, consideration must be given to what specific directions if any should be included in the order in addition to the outline care plan which will also be submitted.  
· Consideration must be given to the type of child’s plan that will support the delivery of the supervision order – a Child Protection plan or a Child in Need plan.  For a child returning to carers in whose care the significant harm originally occurred consideration regarding whether a child protection or child in need plan is appropriate via an ICPC  - see section 3 of the DDSCP procedure 
· All child’s plans must be outcome focused and have clear timelines for actions to be accomplished.  
· All child’s plans should be reviewed and updated in line with the appropriate procedures (CP or CiN).  
· The supervision order should be reviewed at intervals of 3, 6 and 9 months by an independent Team Manager or equivalent and can coincide with the CP or CiN review.  
· At the making of a supervision order the child’s Social Worker must complete the Change of Circumstances episode and task it to Business Services to send a letter to notify agencies of the change in legal status.  
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