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Introduction
This document sets out the new East Midlands Parenting Assessment Framework. 

This document has been developed and agreed over a period of time by a number of local authorities across the region, including Leicestershire, Leicester City, Rutland, Nottingham City, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Derby city. 

The aim of this project was to create a regionally agreed model for completing parenting assessments. This was to provide clarity of process, consistency of approach and standards, and robust and well-evidenced assessments. 

The aim of this project was to ensure that this approach was suitable and appropriate for working with parents with learning needs. This is to ensure a full and fair assessment process which would meet the needs of those parents with a learning disability or difficulty and ensure that practitioners have the relevant framework, tools and training to provide this tailored assessment. 

This document is an agreed approach to completing parenting assessments which will be employed and implemented by each of the regional local authorities including Leicester City, Leicestershire, Nottingham City, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Rutland from December 2018 onwards. This framework is to provide the basis for clear and consistent practice for social care practitioners when working with parents and families when completing parenting assessments.  

This framework is intended to be an underlying document, which can be amended, if needed, to reflect specifically the processes and practices of each Local Authority. 

This framework includes guidance, a clear process and procedure and the written framework itself. This framework is to sit alongside the resource list which is to be used when completing the assessments. 

This framework will be launched alongside a tailored training program which will be provided to all those using the framework. This training program has been reviewed, developed and agreed by all and will be implemented by trainers in each local authority with the same prior training and resources. 

This framework refers to Parenting Assessments, which are completed by a range of workers (depending on the Local Authority) as structured assessments of a parent / adult’s capacity to meet their child / children’s needs, in terms of 

· Basic care

· Ensuring safety

· Emotional warmth

· Stimulation

· Guidance and Boundaries

· Stability

Other factors and domains of the assessment framework are considered where relevant to this practical capacity, where they have been observable, discussed and evidenced.  

This Framework for Parenting Assessments leads to a clear understanding of a parent’s capacity and demonstrated behaviours to support their child including the strengths and support required.  Advice and guidance should be offered as part of the process, and parents’ capacity and motivation to reflect on and apply this also evidenced.  

The Parenting Assessment is part of a wider social work assessment which considers history, family and environmental factors, the individual children’s needs, the needs of the sibling group and other household members, if relevant, capacity and demonstrated behaviour evidence over time that responds to the presenting risks. Clear planning is important to determine who will be assessing what, based on what evidence and ensuring that the family understand this. 

The guidance and framework has been updated in July 2021 to incorporate changes in writing to the child. 
1. Parenting Assessment Process

Each local authority will have their own process of requesting a parenting assessment and your local policy and procedures needs to be followed. 

Once it has been identified that a parenting assessment is necessary for a particular family, a pre-assessment planning meeting should be held. The overarching operating model within your local authority should be used such as Stronger Families, Safer Children, Strengthening Families or Signs of Safety.  This process is relevant either in a pre-birth situation or at any point in a child’s life and must be bespoke to meet the family’s needs. The parenting assessment process is an intervention model to support the family to change. Good practice is that parenting assessments would be completed in a timely way and prior to initiating court proceedings, wherever possible. 

Appendices are attached but please add and refer to your own LA policies, procedures, documents and guidance as well as the resource pack. 

2. Purpose of Assessment 

Working Together (HMGov, 2018) states that the purpose of the assessment is always: 

· to gather important information about a child and family; 

· to analyse their needs and/or the nature and level of any risk and harm being suffered by the child; 

· to provide support to address those needs to improve the child’s outcomes to make them safe. 

This also states that 

“assessment should be a dynamic process, which analyses and responds to the changing nature and level of need and/or risk faced by the child from within and outside their family. Any provision identified as being necessary through the assessment process should, if the local authority decides to provide such services, be provided without delay. A good assessment will monitor and record the impact of any services delivered to the child and family and review the help being delivered. Whilst services may be delivered to a parent or carer, the assessment should be focused on the needs of the child and on the impact any services are having on the child.”

 Working Together highlights high quality assessments as the follow:

· are child centred. Where there is a conflict of interest, decisions should be made in the child’s best interests; be rooted in child development: be age appropriate; and informed by evidence

· are focused on action and outcomes for children

· are holistic in approach, addressing the child’s needs within their family and any risks the child faces from within the wider community. 

· ensure equality of opportunity;

· involve children and families, ensuring that their voice is heard and provide appropriate support to enable this where the child has specific communication needs 

· involve families

· identify risks to the safety and welfare of children

· build on strengths as well as identifying difficulties; 

· are integrated in approach; 

· are a continuing process not an event; 

· lead to action, including the provision of services; 

· review services provided on an ongoing basis; and 

· are transparent and open to challenge. 

It also states that research has shown that taking a systematic approach to enquiries using a conceptual model is the best way to deliver a comprehensive assessment for all children. 

When using the assessment framework, the interactions of these domains requires careful investigation during the assessment. The aim is to reach a judgement about the nature and level of needs and/or risks that the child may be facing within their family. It is important that: 

· information is gathered and recorded systematically; 

· information is checked and discussed with the child and their parents/carers where appropriate; 

· differences in views about information are recorded; and 

· the impact of what is happening to the child is clearly identified. 

(HM Gov, 2018)

3. Pre-Assessment Planning Meeting 

This meeting should be between the Parent(s), the Social Worker (SW), the parenting assessor. Their manager or supervisor of the parenting assessor could also be included. Consideration should be given as to whether anyone else should also be included in the meeting. 
The meeting should discuss:
· What the family feel they are doing well in relation to the care they provide their child/ren and what are the strengths that help them meet their child/ren’s needs.

· What aspects of the family life the family feel need to be included in the assessment.

· The issues identified by agencies as needing to be assessed for that particular family / child.

· What areas of family life the family would like to be supported to change.

· How would the family like the assessment workers to work with them.
· What have the family appreciated in the past from workers who they have found supportive / helpful.

· A chronology needs to be available to inform the parenting assessment to identify patterns of concerns, strengths and work already undertaken to help plan  the assessment and  help identify focus of the work needed.

· All to agree roles and responsibilities including dates for reviews and joint supervision also SW observations of contact and PA.  

· Timescales for the assessment. The overall duration can be determined overtime but the initial plan should be for the bulk of the assessment to be completed within 6 -12 weeks with sufficient time for change work to take place. A review meeting should be held between the parties involved in the Assessment after 6 weeks to determine the progress of the assessment and any outstanding areas to be explored or support needed, which could form a ‘Child’s Plan’ and a further timescale for completion agreed.

· Any assessment tools which may need to be used as part of the process e.g. elements of PAMs, Graded Care Profile, Needs Jigsaw, Neglect Toolkit, Change resources.

· Any specialist advice which may need to be sought to support the assessment e.g. Adult Social Care, Learning Disabilities, Drugs Alcohol, Community Mental Health Team, Probation.

· Partner Agencies should be included and evidence from other professionals should be included in the assessment. 

· Dates, times and venues of sessions should be agreed to include unannounced visits and visits that cover the whole life of the child e.g. early mornings, bedtime evening routines, daytime behaviours and weekends.

· Professionals will give consideration to whether specific health & safety risks will need to be included in the assessment work.

· Assessment work will take place with parents, caregivers and children on a one to one basis. The work will also include observations of family life.

· Arrangements for provision of any additional contact, which is necessary but not facilitated during the assessment.

· How will everyone know if things are working well or not working well.

· What the consequences could be if the assessment is not completed.

· The assessment plan will also include agreements on expected behaviour on behalf of all parties.

The discussion should be recorded on the child’s file and the outcome of this meeting sent to parents. 

An assessment plan agreement can then be finalised and signed by all parties. (See Appendix 2).

4. The Parenting Assessment  

4.1. Format of the Assessment

This is based upon the Assessment Framework:
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(DOH et al, 2000. The Framework for the assessment of children in need and their families).

The parenting assessment format is based upon the Parenting Capacity aspects of the triangle, however, assessors also need to take into account the child’s developmental needs and family and environmental factors when completing assessments. 

In the following sections any headings and subsections are designed to be asked as open ended questions in order to draw out information from families.  The issues raised in the bullet points are designed to act as pointers to the worker for areas that need to be considered within the assessment.  These pointers are not exhaustive and can lead to other avenues that need to be explored.  The worker needs to be open to going down unexpected avenues in order to allow parents to talk about issues that may not be included in the lists below. Support and guidance can be given to parents during the assessment (video equipment can be used to support parents in this) but it is important to record in the assessment what support and guidance has been given and then to comment on to what extent parents took on board and maintained this advice and this this is evidenced in behavioural change.
Throughout the assessment process a record needs to be kept by SW and parenting assessor of how the assessment was carried out, for example:
· Date the assessment started.
· Date the assessment ended.
· Dates of the individual sessions.
· Sources of information; paperwork read – chronology of assessment, court paperwork, reports. 
· Reason for the assessment & areas covered and considered within the assessment.
· Any research, theories, methods, specialist tools (pictorial aids) used as part of the assessment.
· Supporting evidence such as observation notes should be retained.
4.2. History of Parenting Skills and Profile of the Family 

The assessment should begin with the family’s cultural genogram.  This can initially be populated by case file system but should be enhanced with information from the parent(s) to include such things as significant others and pets in the household. The genogram should be provided by the social worker. 
This section should be a contribution of information from the social worker over time, and information gained by the parenting assessor during the assessment.  
This section should address: 
· Information regarding the care of any older children

· Information regarding the care of any other child the parent may have had a caring role or responsibility for

· The parents’ own childhood experiences, experience of being parented, and how that could have impacted upon their own parenting style

· Any identified, diagnosed or considered learning need or disability. (including referral to Adult Care for a S47 Community Care Assessment)

· Parent’s first language, are there any issues in relation to understanding English (written and verbal).

· Any other communication needs, sight impairment, deafness, speech difficulties.

· Are they able to read/understand written information?

· Early life experience parent’s history, siblings, position in the family, parentage, number of house moves, number of schools attended, behaviour management techniques used by own parents, family involvement/attitude towards professionals.

· Was the parent involved with social care, in the care system?

· Education; schools attended, attitude of parents’ family to education, school attendance, academic achievements, any bullying issues. 

· Does either parent have a connection with the armed forces?

· Employment; Parent’s employment record.

· Friendships – parent’s experiences of friendships throughout childhood, adolescence and adulthood.

· Adolescence and early adult relationships. Ability to build and maintain long standing stable relationships

· Any defining events, births, deaths, parental separation, absent parent (reason), abuse, adoption.

· Any criminal history, conduct a Police check; any current Court proceedings or Orders; probation, ASBO etc. 

· Any violent behaviour; consider ability to regulate emotions, responses to stress factors, understanding of impact of violence on children.

· Any physical or mental ill health issues, current or previous, including post-natal depression.

· Does the parent have an assessment of personality disorder?

· Any substance misuse, historic, current or recent.

· Attitude towards professionals & willingness to engage (historically and currently).

· Parent’s own presentation and personal hygiene.

· Overall skill and knowledge base that the parent possesses – generally and in relation to parenting.

· Parent’s own confidence levels and self-esteem.

· Current relationship; is it supportive, nurturing, is it abusive – physically or psychologically

· Would the parent choose the partner or the child if asked to make a choice?

· Understanding of and attitude towards the concerns of the local authority; parent’s insight into the impact of their behaviour on the child; level of responsibility accepted & desire to change.

· Level of understanding that the parent shows regarding their responsibility to provide the child with a safe environment.

· Full exploration of the parent’s perceptions of what works well and their worries within the family.

· Ability to recognise the positives and negatives in their own experience of being parented and a willingness not to mirror negative behaviours in their own parenting.

· Parent’s previous experience at being responsible for children.

· Who takes on main carer role for children and what is their expectation of partners role in caring for children.

· Ability to take responsibility for own actions and life skills budgeting, organisation etc.

· Any other children not part of this assessment if so any contact orders or restrictions in place.
· Providing an outline of each individual child – age, gender, cultural background.
· Clear definition of what this particular child’s needs are and consideration of whether ‘good enough’ or ‘better than good enough’ parenting required.  Consideration needs to be given to what the child’s internal resilience is.

· Developmental stage of the child – is this age appropriate/any developmental delay (diagnosed? Considered to be environmental?).

· Any disabilities.

· Any additional physical health needs.

· How many times has the child been presented to GP or Hospital?

· Any additional educational needs.

· Is the child/young person at risk of CSE or involved in County Lines?

· Evidence of and information about significant harm experienced; age of the child at the time of abuse; impact on the child of the abuse. 

· Any behavioural issues.

· Any identity issues; considering also the community they live in.

· Any relationship issues – with parents, siblings, is the child a ‘young carer’.

· Position of the child in the family and parentage.

· Any idiosyncratic connection that the child and parent has (for example is one child favourite or scapegoated).

· Childs Voice, capturing the child’s thoughts, feelings, and their wishes.

· Consideration to all the above needs to be analysed to understand the child’s lived experience and  the impact/potential impact of  this lived experience on the child/ren both now and in the future

4.3. Parenting Capacity   

To be completed by the parenting assessor to address the issues identified at the planning meeting and as identified by the SW within the request for the parenting assessment, and taking into account the Graded Care Profile (if used by the local authority). 
Parents need to show that they understand the needs of their child, that meeting the needs of the child is the primary concern of them as a parent and must come above their own needs. 

Each child is an individual and this should be reflected within the assessment and discussions. Aside from the basic needs, children have different needs according to and depending on the child’s personality, personal experiences, resilience and stage of development.  Therefore a parenting assessment needs to explore a parent’s ability to meet the needs of the individual child as well as a collective sibling group.
The below areas are to be assessed through discussions, observations and other pieces of evidence. The assessor will need to witness some of this in action and be able to see and review this. 
· Understanding of and attitude towards the concerns of the local authority; parent’s insight into the impact of their behaviour on the child; level of responsibility accepted & desire to change.

· Level of understanding that the parent shows regarding their responsibility to provide the child with a safe environment.

· Ability to recognise the positives and negatives in their own experience of being parented and a willingness not to mirror negative behaviours in their own parenting.

· Consideration needs to be given as to the parents’ understanding of the child’s needs.

· Whether they are realistic in their expectations of the child – some of this may be a reflection of their understanding of child development or it may be about their deficits in terms of parenting ability.

· Can parents manage the children’s behaviours and how are they going to do this – need to draw out from them, how they are going to practically.

· Parents to identify their own strengths and weaknesses so that these can be addressed within the assessment.

· Consideration to be given in the assessment as to the level of motivation of each parent to accessing support, implementing change and maintaining change.

· Ability to meet the child’s changing needs as they progress through childhood into adolescence.

The areas that need to be specifically detailed will have been identified in the planning meeting. The author of the report does not need to provide detailed information in areas where issues have not been identified. 

4.4. Basic Care

· Ability to meet physical needs of child including proper sleeping arrangements.

· Ability to attend all health and dental appointments.

· Ability to understand and implement professional advice on health issues.

· Provision of food and drink.

· Provision of appropriate physical warmth and shelter.

· Provision of clean and appropriate clothing.

· Ensuring adequate personal hygiene including cleaning teeth. 

· Establishing and maintaining appropriate routines through childhood – adapting to the changing developmental needs of the child.

4.5. Ensuring Safety

· Being aware of safety in the home and accepting advice around the same.

· Understanding the need to supervise internet usage and computer games.

· Show an understanding of what constitutes a risky adult and an ability to put strategies in place to protect their child from such adults

· To be aware of potentially risky situations (e.g. situations that would expose the child to alcohol misuse, violence or drug misuse). 

· If parent(s) are substance users what are their arrangement for obtaining supplies – are they brought to the house by a dealer, do the parents go somewhere to collect – are the children present. Do both parents use at the same time.

· Understanding that children are led by example so adult behaviour needs to project a positive role model

· Instilling self-protection strategies in the children throughout their childhood – by example, by teaching good/bad touching for example

· Fostering an open and honest household where secrets are not kept to enable the child to feel able to talk about any worries, concerns etc.

· Understanding the need for children to grow up in an environment free of violence and aggression and understanding the emotional impact this has and how it teaches children to respond in particular ways.

· Understanding that it is the parents’ responsibility to provide the child with a safe environment – including the abusive parent.

· Understanding that it is the parent’s responsibility to provide safe sleeping methods. 

4.6. Emotional Warmth

· Explore with parents, their understanding of what emotional warmth is.

· Explore what they believe children need in terms of emotional warmth.

· Explore with parents how emotional warmth is exhibited in their family.

· Considering the presenting emotional needs of the child – explore with the parent whether they feel they meet the needs and if not, how the deficit can be filled.

· How do they feel about each child – do they like / love them, feel attached.

· How would they describe each child – appearance and characteristics

· What does the child like best Toys, activities, food etc.?

· What does the child do well?

· Is there anything they particularly like about the child? What is most rewarding?

· What does the parent find most difficult about this child; behaviour, feeding, sleeping etc. When did any difficulties start?

· How would the parent describe the child’s behaviour, usually well behaved, have tantrums, act aggressively to parents or others or destructive. Have there been any changes in behaviour – if so when and how do they manage this

· How does the parent get the child to do what they are told? How does the child respond? How successful does the parent feel they are with getting the child to do what is asked?

· Does the parent discipline the child and if so how.

4.7. Stimulation

· Considering what parents see as stimulation – not just about expensive games, TV or DVD.

· Spending time with children reading, doing homework, playing games.

· Ensuring school attendance and achieving the best they can – being interested in their education, including provision of appropriate space for children to do homework.

· Not relying on television to occupy the children – spend time to talk about the day to encourage discussions around school but also to promote confidence, the opportunity to discuss concerns, showing parents are interested in their children’s lives.

·  What opportunities are there within the family for discussion? – shared meal times at a table etc.

· Providing children with social opportunities to teach them how to interact appropriately and learn socially. Have parents accessed Children’s Centres, play groups, taken up nursery places etc.?

· By encouraging children in school – they learn to accept a challenge which helps them to take on challenges throughout their lives but knowing they have the safety net of parents there to support them if they don’t go according to plan.  

4.8. Guidance & Boundaries

· Parents need to instil basic rules of sharing, kindness, consideration for others.  This teaches children to develop internal models of values and conscience.
· Parents need to show an understanding that their own behaviour and responses to stress impact on the way that the child learns to cope.  Aggressive or violent responses will teach children that this is the appropriate way to behave.

· Children need to learn the rules of life and society and to cope with things not always going their way – that this is normal and they need help in understanding that disappointments can be overcome.

· If parents do not teach children about acceptable behaviour, they need to understand that this impacts on the child’s ability to make friends, maintain relationships, remain out of trouble with the authorities, and get along in school and the workplace with teachers or employers.

· Parents need to understand that by providing children with clear and consistent boundaries gives children security – children do not want to control everything (even if that’s how they present) because it makes them feel unprotected.  Boundaries provide them with a security blanket where they can learn safely, ready to face the world as they grown older.

· Similarly, overprotecting children does not assist them – they need to experience new situations in a way that is safe and to allow them to learn and grow in confidence ready for independence and autonomy.

· Would the parents be willing to attend a parenting course? If possible test this out during the assessment period.

4.9. Stability

· The need for a stable home life is what roots the child when they are out of the home.

· Parents need to show that they understand that lots of different partners, house moves and school moves, prevents the child from feeling safe and secure at home, prevents them from putting down roots, building lasting relationship and learning the ability to remain consistently involved with anything throughout their lives.

· Children need to develop a secure attachment with a primary care giver and lots of changes or inconsistencies can lead to insecure attachments and behavioural problems as a consequence.

· The need for consistent emotional warmth and positive responses but for these to be adaptable as the child grows and their needs change – but driven by developmental changes in the child rather than inconsistency in the parents’ response.

· Awareness of the impact that adult relationship stresses has on children and can lead to a sense of insecurity.

· Consideration of the family’s lifestyle and whether there is a level of chaos attached to it as this adds to the insecurity and uncertainty felt by the child.

4.10. Environmental Factors and Child Development

The areas highlighted above (4.4 to 4.9) need to be assessed, keeping in mind the individual circumstance of the family which could impact upon their parenting capacity. These aspects are found along the other two sides of the assessment triangle. This includes consideration of wider family support and how this can support parenting capacity, housing and financial needs alongside the needs of the specific child that parents are caring for. 
4.11.  Assessing Motivation to Change 

An essential part of the assessment process is evaluating parents'/carers' ability and motivation to change. This is characterised by parents accepting responsibility for their own actions; sustaining changes in behaviour that are needed over the timeframe which is needed for the child; and taking up offers of support and resources from services. Practitioners should note evidence of changes and improvements made as a result of previous interventions. They should also assess parents' ability to translate information into action (Department for Education, 2010b). 

Practitioners need to be alert to cases of 'disguised compliance' (Reder, Duncan and Gray, 1993). This is when parents/carers appear to co-operate with child welfare agencies but have little intention of changing their behaviour permanently. It often features as a theme in serious case reviews. "Apparent or disguised cooperation from parents often prevented or delayed understanding of the severity of harm to the child and cases drifted." (Brandon et al (2008)).

 Lord Laming, in his inquiry into the death of Victoria Climbié, suggested social workers needed to practice "respectful uncertainty", applying critical evaluation to any information they receive and maintaining an open mind (Laming, 2003).
 The parent and worker together need to be explicit about what needs to change to be able to assess motivation against this. 

4.12. Chronology 

Chronologies are incredibly important part of understanding a child’s lived experience and identifying patterns a family, their history and informing your assessment.

There should be a chronology on each social work file that you can view. This should be provided by the social worker. 

A chronology can help guard against 'start again' syndrome which involves a succession of assessments at crisis points which do not take into account the findings of previous assessments (Brandon et al, 2009). 

A chronology is drawn up using information and knowledge already held by agencies involved with the family. Its aim is to provide early indications of emerging patterns of concern. It includes the following elements: 

· key dates and milestones 

· life changes and transitions 

· a brief note of interventions and actions taken by professionals (Social Work Inspection Agency, 2010). 

The parents own history should be part of any chronology. This includes any experiences of child abuse and neglect which may impact on their parenting capacity (Jones, 2010). 

4.22 How do we assess

It is key that assessments are made up of the following:

· planned assessment sessions with parents

· unannounced home visits

· observations of parenting within the home, and/or out in the community

· including observations or views of other professionals – police, health, housing, voluntary agencies

· liaising with family

It is also key that sessions with parents are undertaken in a number of ways:

· planned discussions

· worksheets/tools/tasks and resources

· observations

All tools and resources to be used need to be planned and appropriate for the parent, family and needs of the assessment. 

In each key area it is also important to consider the process of doing the assessment:

Discussions/tools/observations 

this helps to identify the issues/difficulties/strengths

Advice and support to be provided 

Strategies/tools to help/referrals/suggestions to address concerns and effect change

This to include assessors completing show, model and rehearse of parenting skills with parents to develop parental confidence and skill set 

Further observations/tools/discussions  

To re-assess and review to determine if advice and support as had an impact and if change is evident and can be consistently implemented.
5. The Midway review

The assessment up to this stage should be completed in the initial 6 weeks (if following a model of 12 week assessment). There should have been regular communication between the family, the assessor and the SW throughout the process with SW having observed contact sessions as agreed, and taken part in any sessions as agreed. At this point there should be a midway review meeting including the SW, parents and assessor. This could also include their line manager or supervisor. The review should identify how the assessment has progressed and whether any areas need more support / assessment and set out any changes in behaviour that have happened during the assessment

The draft analyses by the Assessor and SW can be brought together and captured on the child’s file within a joint reflective supervision with the social care team manager.   

At this midway point, any changes needed to the parenting assessment plan can be made to inform the second half of the parenting assessment. 
6. Analysis, risk assessment & recommendations 

6.1. Developing a clear analysis 

The definition of analysis is as follows:

“Detailed examination of the elements or structure of something” or 

“the process of separating something into its constituent elements” 

The definition of analyse is as follows:

“to examine (something) methodically and in detail, typically in order to explain and interpret it”   or ‘discover or reveal (something) through close examination”. 

Analysis is the way we move from gathering information to coming up with an assessment of parenting capacity or ability.  This is the key aspect which makes a parenting assessment an assessment or judgement, rather than a list of information.

6.2. Triangulation analysis

This model/method highlights that analysis cannot or should not come from one area. Within the assessment it is important to gather information from many different sources and then “triangulate” this into your analysis. This idea comes from scientific testing where experiments are repeated a number of times, with data then brought together to form an analysis. 



For instance, if considering stability, the three points of the triangle could be observations through unannounced home visits, information from services such as police, housing or anti-social behaviour units, and discussions with parents. 

Whenever considering an aspect of parenting, it is important to ask yourself if you have gathered information from a number of sources to then analyse.

6.3. Blooms Taxonomy
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This is another model/method to assist in analysis.

This is a hierarchical list of skills in thinking. This list can be used to help move from gathering information (knowledge – observation, listing, locating and naming) through to comprehension and application. The following section, analysis, synthesis and evaluation helps to understand how we take this information and move to a evaluation. The analysis is – what does this information (gathered in the assessment through observations, discussions, sessions) mean for their parenting ability – synthesis is  - what does this mean for the future, what does this mean for their ability to care for the children both now and in the future, and their ability to maintain change – evaluation is  - what is your recommendation or overall judgement.

6.4. Assessment Report / Conclusion 

The assessment report should include:

· Concerns/themes identified within the assessment.  What are the main issues?

· Is the child at risk of significant harm?  If so, from what or whom?

· What impact has the identified strengths in the family had upon the factors constituting harm?

· Changes made and sustained during the assessment period as a result of the support accessed.

· Comment on parent’s ability to meet the child’s needs and protect them now but also as the child’s needs change.  Does the parent show the ability to be flexible as the child grows older and becomes more independent?  Comment on the risk that the child may or may not be exposed to at different age stages in their lives.

· If there is a continuing risk; what needs to change or improve in order to alleviate this risk and to optimise the well-being of the child?  What needs to happen for the risk to be manageable and the care to be acceptable (considering whether the child has been identified as needing ‘good enough’ or ‘better than good enough’ care).

· Understanding on the part of the parent of the concerns.  An understanding of the impact of the concerns on the child.

· Assess the willingness, motivation and capacity to actively change things and outline the basis for this  

· What is the potential for the success of such change in terms of the parents’ ability to maintain such change?  

· What is the timescale for such a change – is this within the child’s timescale?

The professional judgement to be given at the end of the report is about the parenting capacity demonstrated though the assessment. It is then the role of the social worker to use this assessment to inform their own assessment and recommendations for the child. 
6.5 Writing to the Child
Leicestershire’s Writing to the Child guidance includes all details of which document should be written to the child. For this parenting assessment, the analysis of the impact on the child section, should be written to the child. When writing to the child, language should be clear and jargon free. Remember the child may read different documents at different ages and stages of their lives. For example, a young person could read their Pathway Plan at the age of 16 but may again read it as a young adult in their 20’s, if they choose to access their records. Therefore, do not get fixated on writing to the child at the age that the child is at the time of your involvement, the aim of working in this way is to provide a clear, accurate record of their journey with Leicestershire County Council’s Children’s Services. It is not about minimising the context of risks, we need to still clearly capture the evidence of risks and concerns for children but doing this using clear jargon free language. A good age to have as a benchmark, is a child of secondary school age. Therefore, if you write based on a 11+ child’s understanding, this should help keep focused on the use of language and style of writing. 

7. End of Parenting Assessment Review

On completion of the parenting assessment, a final review meeting should take place with parents, the assessor and SW, to review the progress of the assessment and the outcome. 

A review meeting should take place as a reflective and joint supervision with the social worker and Team Manger and recorded on the child’s file, this will inform any recommendations/care plans etc. 

Report must be shared with the family and their voice gathered and feedback on the assessment recorded. 

Report to be written up and filed.
8. Protocol for Parenting Assessments

RATIONALE FOR PA

Has a Graded Care Profile/Neglect Tool been completed with the family and if so how has this informed the need for a PA. 

Has the case been discussed in PLO or at the Edge of Care Panel meeting (or equivalent depending on LA).

REFERRAL FOR PA
Referral form completed from social worker to include as much detail as possible, see the attached (Attachment 1) form. This must be followed up by a discussion between the SW and team manager or professional who is allocating a worker to complete this assessment. Priority is given to higher level due to court timescales.   

ALLOCATION & PLANNING MEETING
Refer to any internal processes relating to allocated LA. 

Planning meeting will outline the action, and intended outcomes and be recorded on the child’s file. Planning meeting arranged, this must include the parents, assessor and SW. This can also include the managers or supervisor.   

For parents with learning needs, if they have an allocated adult social worker, or an allocated worker from a Learning Disability Team, they should be invited to attend the meeting to support the assessment and offer any support, guidance or advice where parents have an underlining learning difficulty. If adult social care or the learning disability service is not involved with parents, a request for a community care assessment should be considered and a request made to Adult Social Care, with parents’ consent. This is to ensure parents’ own needs are fully assessed, and to enable contribution to the parenting assessment. 

The Planning meeting needs to include discussions of the following;

Reason for assessment so all parties know why the assessment is taking place 

How to manage identified risks to workers or other service users if using a centre 

Any learning need that needs consideration this needs to be reflected in planning the assessment in terms of lengths of sessions, resources to be used, venue of sessions and support for parents if needed. If a cognitive assessment has been done, the conclusions will support the design of the assessment. If information is available from adult social care assessments, or medical assessments, it needs to be included. 
Parental views must be asked and recorded
Introduction of allocated worker/s 

Date when the assessment will commence

Days/times of assessment sessions, whether planned or unplanned sessions and where the assessment will take place.
Outline of what is to be assessed

Expectations of worker and parents

The planning meeting forms the basis of the service agreement and plan so complete attachment 3 and 4. This must be shared with parents/referrer and signed by all parties.  A signed copy to be uploaded into the PA episode and filed with the court if in proceedings

Set dates at the planning meeting to write up the report                                              
ASSESSMENT IMPLEMENTED
Person undertaking the assessment completes the sessions with parent/s using the document from PA episode and shares all written work with parents.

Record of each session needs scanning into the PA episode/step/case note (depending on the local authorities recording system), including any specific work eg questionnaires, genograms etc.

SW completes the direct work with parents if this has not already been completed in another format eg Single assessment, CP report etc.

If using information from other reports it must be made clear in the report.

Work must be done if the information is not current and complete

It is good practice and saves time at the end to add the dates and who was present at the session on the PA episode as you go along.

A case note stating PA session completed or cancelled should be made, keep this brief as the record of the session will be uploaded once parents have seen and signed it.

ANY CHILD PROTECTION ISSUES THAT ARISE DURING ANY OF THE SESSIONS MUST BE ACTED UPON IN LINE WITH THE DCC CP PROCEDURES
REVIEW
The progress of the PA should be discussed in supervision and recorded on the child’s file monthly. Please refer to your own LA processes around supervision  
The progress of the PA should be discussed within core groups so all parties are aware of progress or any concerns being identified. This gives the parents time to make required changes and also assess’ their capacity to change. 
Cases in proceedings and not having core groups need a review meeting arranging at the 6 week point (midway review). 

The review should include worker/s, referrer and parent/s. The minutes should demonstrate what’s going well, what we are worried about and what further actions need to be taken and by whom and a copy given to parents. 

Person undertaking the assessment the and SW should have regular dialogue to keep updated with the family and share concerns/progress and aid in analysing the findings

If parents have an allocated adult social worker, or an allocated worker from a Learning Disability Team, they should be invited to attend the review. If adult social care or the learning disability service is not involved with parents, consideration will have already been given as to whether it is appropriate to make a referral to Adult Social Care. 
 

REPORT

The report needs to be written up. Format of the report is appendix 4.  Report to be shared with parents 

This needs to be completed within time scales so allow time for this, the date will have been agreed in the court directions.
The report needs to be factual and anything that is mentioned in the report must reflect the sessions that have been completed. Using dates is useful to refer to events eg session 6, 01/04/2019.
Information from other workers can be included but where this information is from, must be stated, Health Visitor during core group (date) stated…

Professional opinions can be used but this must be clear eg  D  has been given support and guidance throughout the assessment on feeding baby, sessions 1 (date) 3 (date) 4 (date) but in my professional opinion has not made enough progress to  be able to ensure baby is fed according to his developmental needs
The report needs to be analytical

The analysis should be made demonstrating, protective factors, risks and what you conclude from the information you have assessed. 

The SW will need to see the report to make a judgement on what needs to happen next from your findings and the information they may have gathered.

The recommendations will be in the SW report                 
Appendix 1 - Referral form for Parenting Assessment

	Details of Referrer

	Name of Referrer
	
	Date of Request
	

	Job Title
	
	Team / Base/Duty number
	

	Status of the case - Child protection/PLO/Care Proceedings/child in need/ private law
	
	Service Required -  eg. Parenting  Ass /Direct  work
	

	Length  of intervention required - 6wks /12wks
	
	Single or Joint assessment
	

	Contact Details

	Telephone No
	
	Email Address
	


Family Composition 

	Parents
	Address
	DoB
	M/F
	Ethnic

Origin
	Relationship
	ID No.
	PR*
	Disability

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Children 
	Address
	DoB
	M/F
	Disability
	Ethnic

Origin
	ID No
	Status

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Significant others

	Name 
	Address
	DoB
	M/F
	Ethnic

Origin
	Relationship to child
	ID No.
	PR*
	Disability

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Background information and History of Parenting Skills - Give succinct background information including details of previous children and what is known about previous parenting. Include relevant family information such as multiple home moves, criminality, trauma and abuse, and any other relevant factors.

	

	Reason for this Request: Why are we here?

	

	Previous Parenting Assessment
	Yes/No
	Details:

	Any other previous parenting work undertaken? Or current work?
	Yes/No
	Details

	Safety Plan/Written agreement in place?
	Yes/No
	Details:



	Have parents consented to the assessment
	Yes / No

	Any risk factors for the assessing worker to be aware of?
	

	Needs of the Parent – has there been a cognitive assessment or psychological assessment. Does the parent have any specific learning needs or difficulties with understanding? Are Adult Services involved? If not and there is an identified learning need, a referral needs to be made for a community care assessment for the adult in question (with their consent)

	


	What specific areas need to be targeted within the parenting assessment? 

	How worried are you about each area within this assessment? Please scale the level of focus needed where 10 is that you are confident that parents can meet their children’s needs in this area of parenting capacity so little focus is required, and 0 is that you are extremely worried about parents’ ability to meet this area of parenting capacity, and so tailored focus on this area is required

	Basic Care

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Comments:

	Ensuring Safety

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Comments:

	Emotional Warmth

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Comments:

	Stimulation

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Comments

	Guidance and Boundaries

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Comments:

	Stability

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Comments:


To be completed by assessment/receiving team where applicable 

	Name of  allocated  worker  
	

	Date of allocation 
	

	Accepted/rejected  
	

	Initial Introductory Meeting attended by
	                           

	Anticipated date of  Midway Review Meeting:
	

	Planned completion date:
	


Appendix 2 – Parenting Assessment Plan and Agreement 

	PARENTING ASSESSMENT PLAN

	Date
	Venue
	Focus of Session
	Worker/s
	Review/notes 

	Introductory Visit
	
	Introductory Visit 
	
	

	Session 1

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 2

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 3

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 4

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 5

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 6

Date:

Time:
	
	Midway Review meeting
	
	

	Session 7

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 8

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 9

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 10

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 11

Date: 

Time:
	
	
	
	

	Session 12

Date: 

Time:
	
	Final Review Meeting – to be attended by parenting assessor, SW and parents
	
	


This plan may need to be flexible to take into account any unforeseen circumstances. 

The purpose of this plan an agreement is to outline Children’s Services expectations of (parents’ names) whilst undertaking a Parenting Assessment in respect of their child (name and DOB)

	Adults to be assessed:

	Name 
	

	Relationship to child:
	

	DOB
	

	Worker’s undertaking the Parenting Assessment:

	Name 
	

	
	

	Reasons for undertaking a Parenting Assessment:

	

	The aim of the Parenting Assessment:

	

	Other people to be consulted and other sources of information to be included in the assessment: 

	

	Dates, times and facilitators of the sessions:

	The parenting assessment will take place over (how many weeks):



	(Name of person completing PA) will complete the following sections (where there is more than one worker):

	
	

	Parenting capacity
	

	Housing 
	

	Community resources
	

	Family history and functioning
	

	Wider family
	

	Employment
	

	Income and Debt
	

	Family’s social integration
	

	It is expected that:

(Parents’ names) will
· Contribute in all sessions in an open and honest way. 

· Answer all questions posed to them.

· Be available for all pre-arranged sessions.

· If they have to cancel a session for exceptional reasons then they should contact

· (Worker’s name and contact details) at the earliest opportunity.

· Act respectfully to all workers involved within the assessment. Any aggressive behaviour will result in the sessions being ended.

Children’s Services will:
· Listen to you and ensure your rights are known and upheld

· Work with you in an open and honest manner 

· Be transparent and ensure your fully aware of the process and what is happening

· Inform (parents’ names) as soon as possible if for any exceptional reason a session needs to be cancelled.

· Support (parents’ names) during the assessment.

· Work in a respectful and non-judgemental manner 

· Respect confidentiality and only share information gained during the assessment with those professionals it is deemed appropriate



	On signing you are agreeing to the above expectations as noted, and any you feel should be added to the list. 

 

	Signature: 

	Parents

Name ……..……………………..  Relationship…………………….

Signature……………………………Date ………………



	Parents

Name ……..……………………..  Relationship…………………….

Signature……………………………Date ………………



	Social Worker on behalf of the LA 

Name ……..……………………..  Signature……………………………

Date ………………


Appendix 3 - Referral form to Adult Services
Name of Adult being referred: 

This is a referral for a Community Care Assessment of the above adult. This is to consider support for this adult as a parent as it is considered that they may have their own physical or learning needs which impact upon their parenting ability.

	Details of Referrer

	Name of Referrer
	
	Date of Referral made
	

	Job Title
	
	Team 


	

	Contact Details

	Telephone No
	
	Email Address
	


Family Composition 

	Adult
	Address
	DoB
	M/F
	Ethnic

Origin
	Relationship
	Disability

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Children 
	Address
	DoB
	M/F
	Disability
	Ethnic

Origin

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Significant others

	Name 
	Address
	DoB
	M/F
	Ethnic

Origin
	Relationship to child
	PR*
	Disability

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Reason for Referral – why are we referring this parent for an assessment by adult services

	

	Current Involvement With Children’s Services - Give succinct background information and details of children’s services involvement

	

	Previous Adult Services involvement
	Yes/No/Not known
	Details:



	Current legal status or statutory status of involvement with children?
	Details:



	Needs of the Parent – what are you views on the parents’ needs?

	


	Parental Consent for assessment?          
	Yes/No
	Signature of parent(s):



	
	
	Date:



	
	
	Print name:




Appendix 4 – Parenting Assessment Report Format 

EAST MIDLANDS  

PARENTING ASSESSMENT REPORT FORMAT

Parenting Assessment Report in respect of…Parent/carers name

	Child Details 

	Name
	Address
	DOB
	Age
	M/F
	Ethnic Origin
	ID Number
	Status
	Disability 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Parents Details 

	Name
	Address
	DOB
	M/F
	Ethnic Origin
	Relationship
	Disability 
	PR

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Significant Others: 

	Name
	Address
	DOB
	M/F
	Ethnic Origin
	Relationship
	Disability 
	PR

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Family languages
	
	Interpreter need/used
	
	If not why not
	
	Religion
	

	DATE OF PARENTAL CONSENT 
	DATE ASSESSMENT COMMENCED
	DATE ASSESSMENT COMPLETED

	
	
	


	WORKER DETAILS

	Allocated Social Worker
	Team
	Allocated Team Manager/Location

	
	
	

	Parenting Assessor
	Team
	Team Manager

	
	
	


	OBJECTIVES IDENTIFIED FOR ASSESSMENT

	


	Parents Needs within the Assessment – add here if parents have any learning needs, if so has a cognitive assessment been completed, if so what are the recommendations and how are you going to use them in this assessment – list and quote here. What resources are you going to use to make sure the assessment is appropriate.

	

	Has there been an assessment from Adult Services
	Yes / No

	Details of their views/assessment:




	Date Assessment Started
	
	Date of Midway Review
	

	Date Shared with family
	
	Date Assessment Completed 
	


	Chronology of Assessment / Plan of work / Details of Individual sessions 

	DATE and TIME 
	EVENT (to include worker, who attended, venue and any explanation if session was cancelled) 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Agencies involved and consulted as part of the assessment 



	

	Documents read as part of the assessment 



	

	Tools used within the assessment



	

	Cultural Genogram/Family Composition:

	


	History of Parenting Skills and Family Profile – include what is known about parents’ history, the parenting they received, any parenting they have provided to other children, and a picture of the family now. This section is to be completed with information gained from the parenting assessor and the social worker.

	


PARENTING CAPACITY 
	Basic Care - Providing for the child’s physical needs, and appropriate medical and dental care. Includes provision of food, warmth, shelter, clean and appropriate clothing and adequate personal hygiene.

	


	Ensuring Safety  - Ensuring the child is adequately protected from harm or danger, Includes protection from significant harm or danger and from contact with unsafe adults/other children and from self harm. Recognition of hazards and danger both in the home and elsewhere.

	


	Emotional Well Being  - Ensuring the child’s emotional needs are met and giving the child a sense of being specially valued and a positive sense of own racial and cultural identity. Includes ensuring the child’s requirements for secure, stable and affectionate relationships with significant adults, with appropriate sensitivity and responsiveness to the child’s needs. Appropriate physical contact, comfort, and cuddling sufficient to demonstrate warm regard, praise and encouragement

	


	Stimulation - Promoting child’s learning and intellectual development through encouragement and cognitive stimulation and promoting social opportunities. Includes facilitating the child’s cognitive development and potential through interaction, communication, talking and responding to the child’s language and questions, encouraging and joining the child’s play, and promoting educational opportunities. Enabling the child to experience success and ensure school attendance or equivalent opportunity. Facilitating child to meet challenges of life. 

	


	Guidance & Boundaries -  Enabling the child to regulate their own emotions and behaviour. The key parental tasks are demonstrating and modelling appropriate behaviour and control of emotions and interaction with others, and guidance which involves setting boundaries, so that the child is able to develop an internal model of moral values and conscience, and social behaviour appropriate for the society in which they grow up. Includes social problem solving, anger management, consideration for others, and effective discipline and shaping of behaviour.

	


	Stability - Providing a sufficiently stable family environment to enable a child to develop and maintain a secure attachment to the primary caregiver(s) in order to ensure optimal development. Includes ensuring secure attachments are not disrupted, providing consistency of emotional warmth over time and responding in a similar manner to the same behaviour.  Parental responses change and develop according to child’s developmental progress. In addition, ensuring children keep in contact with important family members and significant others.

	


	ANALYSIS OF PARENTING CAPACITY AND IMPACT UPON THE CHILD (this section should be written to the child)

	


	SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT AND OUTCOMES

	What’s working well?

What are we worried about?

What needs to happen?



	ANALYSIS AND PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENT

	


	Parents / Carers view of assessment and sessions

	


	Assessment Outcome

	Report discussed with commissioned worker?
	

	Report discussed with parents?
	

	Report discussed with young person? (if appropriate)
	


	Name of Worker: 
	Signature 
	Date:

	Name of Team Manager: 
	Signature
	Date:


Appendix 6 – Supervised Contact Recording Template
	Child / children’s name(s)

Family members attending: 


	Venue:                                                                                                Date: 
                                                                                                             Time:  

	 Arrival greetings and departures:


	Basic care and anticipating child’s needs



	Emotional warmth:



	Interaction /Play and stimulation:



	Managing behaviour & Ensuring Safety:



	What’s going well:

What we are worried about:

What needs to happen next:

Childs wishes and feelings/Impact on child:



	Worker: 
Signature:                                                                                    Date:



	Parent’s comments/wishes and feelings:

Parent’s signature:                                                                      Date shared:




Appendix 7 - Parenting Assessment Recording Form

Present:

Date:                                

Time: 

Purpose:

	1. Information Shared / Other important Factors impacting on Parents ability to respond to Childs needs.

	

	2. Review of previous session (if required)

	

	3. Brief Summary – Focus of Today’s session

	

	4. Observations- any relevant observations made during this session including those of Home Conditions, Basic Care, Ensuring Safety, Emotional Well-being, Stimulation, Guidance and Boundaries and Stability

	

	5. Summary of Session & Analysis – include actions taken, significant events, positive factors, areas of concern discussed with parent / carer. 

	What are we worried about?

What’s working well?

What need to happen?




Appendix 8 – Midway Review Template 

	MIDWAY REVIEW 

	What are we Worried About?
	What’s Working Well?
	What Needs to Happen?

	
	
	

	Any amendments needed to the parenting assessment plan as a consequence of this review
	Yes/No
	Details

	Any further actions by other professionals/family members identified
	Yes/No
	Details


Appendix 9 – Final Review Document

	FINAL REVIEW 

	What are we Worried About?
	What’s Working Well?
	What Needs to Happen?

	
	
	

	Any further actions recommended from SAW
	Yes/No
	Details

	Any further actions by others identified
	Yes/No
	Details

	If further involvement from assessor needed – is this approved by the Team Manager
	Yes/No
	Details


Appendix 10 – Resource Tools

Each local authority will have their own local tools, recourses, policies and procedures. However, a basic resource pack is provided with this framework as a basis for shared learning and understanding across the region. 

Parenting Assessment Essential Resources Pack

This list of resources which are to be used when completing parenting assessments

Tools to Aid Assessment

Basic care

1 Budgeting Exercise

2 Neglect Toolkit

Ensuring safety

1 Home Safety audit 

2 Kitchen Safety Audit

3 Alcohol use questionnaire (found in Pack of Family Questionnaires and Scales)

4 CAFCASS risk assessment with parental drug use

Emotional Warmth

1 Acknowledging teenager’s emotions 

2 Adolescent Wellbeing questionnaire (found in Pack of Family Questionnaires and Scales)

3 Adult Wellbeing questionnaire (found in Pack of Family Questionnaires and Scales)

Guidance and boundaries

1  Parenting daily hassles questionnaire 

Play and stimulation 

1 Focus on fun and games

2 Family Activity Scale

Stability

1 Stability and support worksheet

2 Recent Life Events Questionnaire (found in Pack of Family Questionnaires and Scales)

Optional Tools to Aid discussions

Basic care

3 Personal hygiene care and routines - Taking Care of yourself

4 NHS Eat Well Guide

5 Getting to know a child’s daily routine

Start for Life – NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/start4life
6 Research in Practice – child development chart

7 Capturing the voice of pre verbal babies and children

Ensuring safety

Effects of domestic abuse and violence on children – NSPCC website https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/domestic-abuse/

5 Streetwise  

Safer Sleep - https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/professionals/publications/
Reduce the risk of SID – NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy-and-baby/reducing-risk-cot-death/#how-to-reduce-the-risk-of-sids
Signs of serious illness – NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy-and-baby/spotting-signs-serious-illness/

6 Safety and development milestones age 0 -8 

7 Internet safety 

8 Careless cottage 

Home Safety Advice - https://www.capt.org.uk/capt-safety-advice
Keeping children safe online - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/
Washing and bathing your baby – NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy-and-baby/washing-your-baby/
Emotional Warmth

4 10 reasons babies cry

5 Research in Practice – attachment in children

Guidance and boundaries

2 Behaviour management questionnaire 

3 ABC of behaviour 

4 Our House rules 

5 Common concerns at different ages 

6 Role modelling and encouraging good behaviour 

Play and stimulation 

3 What to expect and when – worksheet 

4 My plan to pay and spend time with my child 

5 5 ways to help your baby’s brain grow

Stability

3 Stability mind map

Essential Tools to use when Working with Parents who have, or may have learning needs

Good practice guidance on working with parents with a learning disability (2007) - https://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/sps/documents/wtpn/2016%20WTPN%20UPDATE%20OF%20THE%20GPG%20-%20finalised%20with%20cover.pdf
Changepeople.org resources

· My pregnancy, My Choice

· You and Your Baby, 0 – 1

· You and Your Little Child, 1- 5

Other optional tools to use:

All of the essential and optional tools used when working with parents could be used for working with parents with learning needs if they can be amended so that they meet the communication and understanding needs of the parent with learning needs.

1 Research in Practice – guidance for supporting parents who have a learning disability

2 Pregnancy and Me from Bump to Baby

3 Threatening and Controlling behaviour

4 When social workers and court get involved

5 McGraw teaching sheets – clean home

6 McGraw teaching sheets – children need to be safe

7 How to make information accessible – change

8 Kids Needs Cards

Working together with parents network - http://www.bristol.ac.uk/sps/wtpn/
Appendix 11 – Training information 

A PowerPoint presentation, notes for trainers and exercises have been developed to sit alongside this framework. 

The training suggested is 1 day in duration. This will be provided, in-house, by each Local Authority. 
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