CASE REF: ###########

IN THE FAMILY COURT AT [COURT]

IN THE MATTER OF THE CHILDREN ACT 1989

AND IN THE MATTER OF [CHILD'S NAME (DOB)]

BETWEEN:

[NAME OF MOTHER/FATHER/OTHER - WHOEVER IS APPLICANT]

Applicant

- and -

[NAME OF MOTHER/FATHER/SPECIAL GUARDIAN - WHOEVER IS FIRST RESPONDENT]

First Respondent

- and -

[ONLY IF A CHILDREN'S GUARDIAN HAS BEEN APPOINTED, LIST THE CHILDREN HERE, OTHERWISE OMIT]

(acting through his/her/their Guardian)

Second, Third, Fourth etc. Respondent
                                                                     

REPORT PURSUANT TO

SECTION 7 OF THE CHILDREN ACT 1989

PROVIDED BY DUDLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT BY [SOCIAL WORKER NAME], [ROLE]

DATE OF REPORT
                                                                      
This report has been prepared for the court and should be treated as confidential. It must not be shown nor its contents revealed to anyone other than a party or a legal advisor to such a party.

Any concerns parties may have regarding the contents of this report (including the extent of inquiries, the factual accuracy or the opinions expressed) must be addressed in Court. If any of the parties requires the Social Worker to be questioned in Court, they must (through their solicitor, if they have one) immediately ask the Court to order the Social Worker to attend.

1. Declaration

1.1 I [your name] am a [social worker] in [team] currently based at [professional address]. I have been employed by Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council since [date]. Have you previously worked in a different team at Dudley if so sentence here. 
1.2 Qualifications and Experience 
1.3 I write this report following the Court direction dated [insert date of order] for a Section 7 report (Children Act 1989) with respect to [children’s names]. THIS IS WHERE YOU PUT THE COURT DIRECTION.
1.4 I have been the child/children’s allocated social worker since [date].

2. Enquiries
2.1 In completing  this report I have conducted the following enquiries:
· 01.01.2001 – phone call to xxx
· 01.02.2001 – home visit to xxxx
· 01.02.2001 – phone call to Health Visitor xxxx
you should specify every contact made as part of the report, this will generally include parents, parents partners, children (individually as well as with carers if of sufficient age), education, health and any other you consider relevant.
2.2 I have also had access to Children’s Services records in relation to the family and to the previous section 7 report completed by x social worker/Cafcass on x date if relevant. 

2.3 I have read xxxxx – list disclosure received from Court here if any – the order, applications,CAFCASS safeguarding letter, statements etc if sent by the Court. 
2.4 List any other checks made here as relevant – police etc. 
3. Family Composition

	Name
	Relationship
	Date of Birth 
	Address

	
	Subject Child
	
	

	
	Mother
	
	

	
	Father of xxx (does he have pr?)
	
	

	
	Maternal half-sibling
	
	

	
	Step-Father
	
	

	
	Mother’s Boyfriend
	
	

	
	Maternal Grandmother
	
	


Please include anyone here that you consider relevant - certainly anyone who is living with the child and anyone who has (or is applying to have) contact with the subject child.
If addresses are confidential please put ‘Confidential address/ with Mr X at confidential address’  and do not give the address.
Do not include any addresses that are not known to all parties.
Please indicate who is living with who e.g. with Ms A at confidential address.
4. Legal Situation
4.1who has parental responsibility for the children

4.2 are there any current orders in place? What do they entail?
4.3 Why is the case in court – who is applying, what are they applying for?
5. Children’s Services Involvement
5.1 Summarise Children’s Services involvement with the family. If lifting from chronology please give dates (particularly of any Child in Need or CP plans) and please make sure that everything is written in full sentences in the past tense. 
6. Background History
6.1 Parents relationship, reasons for breakdown and timing. New relationships, history of contact etc if not apparent from the Children’s Services involvement section. Any significant events for the family not included in the section above.
6.2 DV HISTORY 

7. Current Situation
7.1 Who are the children living with? 
7.2 Who are they having contact with? What are the arrangements? Is this agreed between the parties or was it directed in a Court Order?

7.3 ALLEGATIONS 

7.4 RESISTANT TO MEETING WITH YOU.

7.5 LACK OF RECOGNITION 

7.6 LACK OF ACCEPTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY, AND IMPACT UPON ABILITY TO CHANGE. 

8. Parent 1 –
8.1
Living arrangements – where, with who, nature of tenancy etc, space in the property, condition of property
8.1 Personal history, education, employment, relationships, other children, 

8.2 View on application and what they think should happen

8.3 Attitude towards child seeing the other party, perspective on the views of the child

8.4 Any specific concerns 

8.5 Response to any allegations made by the other party

8.6 Any other info gathered from your interaction with them that you consider relevant

9. Parent 2

9.1 See above

10. Other Enquiries
X Primary School
10.1


X Health Advisor
10.2

11. Information from Police

11.1
only include this section if relevant.
12. Welfare Checklist
If more than one child please consider each under each heading
(a) the ascertainable wishes and feelings of the child concerned (considered in the light of his age and understanding);
Child A
12.1 When did you meet with the child, how did you obtain their views, how many occasions, who else was present, comment on their age and understanding. 
12.2 What does the child want to happen?

12.3 What do they think of the parent’s proposals?

Child B

12.4 See above
(b) the Child’s physical, emotional and educational needs;

12.5 physical – health, disability, dietary- include information given from health visitor here

12.6 emotional
12.7 educational – including info received from school/nursery. You can include future needs particularly if a child is at a turning point educationally e.g starting secondary school next year

(c) the likely effect on him of any change in his circumstances

12.8
 based on your interaction with the child and their family how do you think they will react to any change in living and contact arrangements? Is there anything that can be done to limit this e.g. stepped arrangements, supervision, phone contact. 
(d) the Child’s age, sex, background and any characteristics which the court may consider relevant
12.9
 age, sex, ethnicity, language, religion, cultural needs 
(e) any harm which he has suffered or is at risk of suffering

12.10 Set out information gained during investigation with sources. Include consequences of domestic violence, emotional impact of parental conflict.
(f) how capable each of the parents, and any other person in relation to whom the court considers the question to be relevant, is of meeting his needs

12.11 analysis – for all potential scenarios

(g) the range of powers available to the court under this Act in the proceedings in question

all realistic options please
12.12
 no order – is this in the child’s interest, will it provide sufficient stability if there is ongoing conflict between the parents
12.13 option 1- child living with x, spending time with x

12.14 option 2
13.

Recommendations
13.1 Give clear reasoned recommendations that will assist the court, these should cover:
· child to remain in care of mother.

Currently, Jessica is stating that she does not want to see her father, and she is adamant she will not want to see him in the future. In the event Jessica does change her mind, it is recommended that given the allegations made and the history of domestic abuse, any direct contact is supervised by a family member identified by mother. 

· What you consider contact arrangements should be (include times, days, locations, supervised and by who if appropriate)

· Are the arrangements you suggest to progress

· Anything else you have been directed to cover in the court direction
Check that there are no specific directions on the order for you to cover any other points. If there are ensure that these are covered under the sections above or add in additional sections. 

If there is any information that is confidential to any party that should not be shared with any other party? If you believe this is the case please discuss with your team manager and notify legal when submitting your report. 

Please ensure no guidance notes (in red or italics) remain. 
Signed: ..................................
Xxxx, Social Worker

Dated: ...................................

Signed: ..................................

Xxxx, Team Manager

Dated: ...................................

[Case Number]
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