	

	Age Assessment Guidance – Practical First Steps to be taken if the person is claiming to be under 18 years old

	To be used with Hertfordshire’s Age Assessment Guidance v.10 November 2014

	


Hertfordshire’s Policy Age Assessment Guidance – November 2014, sets out the step by step details of undertaking a Merton Age Assessment, this additional note is intended to provide practice steps to assist and identify what next step decisions and actions need to be undertaken once the police make the referral to the appropriate Assessment Team. 
When undertaking the initial screening at the police station, please ensure that you consider the following possibilities/risks for the young person, are they at risk of:

1. Exploitation for example sexual exploitation or modern slavery

For example, this could be domestic servitude – cleaning or child care, cooking, forced marriage. Forced labour into agriculture or factories, criminal activity such as pickpocketing, begging, transporting drugs, working on cannabis farms, selling pirated DVDs, bag theft. Also consider rape or controlling prostitution for gain. Please see link to the Guidance regarding this area of safeguarding: 

http://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/crime-threats/human-trafficking
2. Radicalisation

Radicalisation is defined as the process by which people come to support terrorism and violent extremism and, in some cases, to then participate in terrorist groups. 

There is no obvious profile of a person likely to become involved in extremism or a single indicator of when a person might move to adopt violence in support of extremist ideas. The process of radicalisation is different for every individual and can take place over an extended period or within a very short time frame. This is the link for the Government website which provides fuller information to be considered. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/channel-guidance
3. Female Genital Mutilation

The young person may already have been subject to FGM or may be at risk, the initial screening should be sensitive to this as part of the initial risk assessment. Please see link to Guidance regarding this area of safeguarding: 

http://www.protectingchildren.org.uk/cp-topics/cultural-themes/female-genital-mutilation/
· Once the team has received the referral, the social worker must seek the relevant permission for the young person to be placed in accommodation ONLY if the young person is claiming to be under 18 years old. The social worker should see the child/young person in the police station to reassure them using an interpreter, usually Language Line. The basic details should be taken and placed on ICS so that the person’s status can be progressed to BLA and also so that we can tell the carers. Some individuals may claim to over 18 but present as a child, and the belief by police/Home Office is that they may be a child. These individuals should be discussed with Service Manager.
· The young person may have documentation on them, or they may inform you that they can obtain it in order to verify their age. Please ascertain the timeframe for the provision of documentation. If the documentation has not been received by the time the age assessment has been completed and the outcome of the assessment is that the person is under 18 then progress to CLA. If the assessment is that the young person is aged as over 18, taking into account the benefit of the doubt, then the adult will need to provide the Boarder Agency with the documentation as and when they receive it. 

· If the documentation is provided while you are still assessing the age of  the person,  semi-independent living should be a clear consideration for all persons claiming to be 16-18, until such time as the Local Authority has verified their documentation. Please be aware that there may be times when the documentation appears inauthentic – even so, verification must be sought. 

· The guidance gives you 28 days in which to complete the assessment, good practice indicates that it should be undertaken after 48 hours and as quickly as possible thereafter.

· There must be an appropriate adult and interpreter present along with two experienced social workers who have undertaken the training and who have observed two age assessments. The two social workers will complete the Merton Complaint Assessment Form (Appendix A), the NRPF Network Human Rights Assessment (Appendix 2) and the Hertfordshire Merton Age Assessment Information Sharing Proforma (CS0343F12). 
· Once the age assessment has been completed, it needs to be written up, this may be done on the day if the information provided allows for a decision to be made that day, and a decision made, if not the person should go back to their accommodation and a further meeting arranged to share the outcome of the assessment as set down in the policy.

· If the person is deemed to be under 18 then proceed to CLA status and S.20, if the person is believed to be aged over 18 then at the arranged meeting they you should follow the guidance and talk through the reasons why you believe them to be over 18 years. There must be an appropriate adult and interpreter at the meeting. 

· Where it has been assessed that the individual is an adult, the adult must be given the Merton Age Assessment, the NFPF Network Human Rights Assessment, and the Merton Age Assessment information sharing Proforma (CS0342F12) with the covering letter and map (Appendix 3). The social worker will then arrange for the adult to travel to Croydon to Lunar House to present as an adult. There is no further role for Children’s Services.

*The reason that the only the front and back page of the Merton Age Assessment is given to the adult is because the information contained within the assessment may prejudice their application for asylum. It is confidential information for the adult and as such we cannot share it without consent.
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