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Dear
RE
Reference Request for NAME 
The above named recently applied to this Department to be approved as Private Foster Carer and have given your name as referee.  We are required by law to interview referees as part of the approval process and a Social Worker will be contacting you shortly to make an appointment to see you.  We would also be grateful if you could provide us with a written reference by answering the below questions.

	How long have you known the Applicant?


	

	How well and in what capacity do you know the applicant?

	

	Is the applicant stable, responsible, reliable, mature and patient?
	YES  /  NO

(delete as appropriate)

	If no, please state why



	How would you describe the applicant’s relationship with their spouse/partner? 

	(if applicable)


	If the applicant has children of their own, how do you find their children?

	

	If the applicant has no children of their own, do they have regular contact with children and, if so, are they capable of caring for other people’s children?
	YES  /  NO

(delete as appropriate)

	If no, please state why



	If you have children of your own, would you entrust them to the applicants care?
	YES  /  NO

(delete as appropriate)

	If no, please state why



	Are you aware of any prejudices or attitudes that the applicant may hold which would prevent them from offering positive care to a child from a different social or racial background to themselves?
	YES  /  NO

(delete as appropriate)

	If yes, please state



	Do you know of any particular strengths or weaknesses the applicant would bring to the fostering task?

	


I would like to assure you that any information shared with the Social Worker will be in the strictest confidence.  This will not be revealed to the applicant except with your permission.

Thank you for your assistance in helping us in the important work of finding homes for children.

Yours sincerely

Children’s Social care
Please return this form by any of the following methods

· By return secure e-mail

· By secure e-mail to childrens.enquiries@bradford.gov.uk 
· By post Children’s Social Care at any of the below offices
· Sir Henry Mitchel House, 4 Manchester Road, Bradford, BD5 0QL

· Keighley Town Hall, Bow Street, Keighley, BD21 3PA

· Farcliffe Family Centre, 56 Toller Lane, Bradford, BD8 8HQ

