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Child Q, a girl of secondary school age, was strip searched by female police officers from the 
Metropolitan Police Service in 2020. The search, which involved the exposure of Child Q's intimate body 
parts, took place on school premises without an appropriate adult present and with the knowledge that 
Child Q was menstruating. 
 
Learning includes:  

 
 
Makes 14 recommendations to improve practice, including:  

 
 
> Read the overview report 
 

the decision to strip search Child Q was insufficiently attuned to her best interests or right to privacy; 

all practitioners need to be mindful of their duties to uphold the best interests of children; 

school staff had an insufficient focus on the safeguarding needs of Child Q when responding to concerns 
about suspected drug use; 

the application of the law and policy governing the strip searching of children can be variable and open 
to interpretation; 

the absence of any specific requirement to seek parental consent when strip searching children 
undermines the principles of parental responsibility and partnership working with parents to safeguard 
children; 

adultification bias is believed to have a significance to the experience of Child Q; racism (whether 
deliberate or not) was likely to have been an influencing factor in the decision to undertake a strip 
search.

the Department for Education should review and revise its guidance on Searching, screening and 
confiscation (2018) to include more explicit reference to safeguarding and to amend its use of 
inappropriate language; 

police guidance governing the policy on strip searching children should clearly define the need to focus 
on the safeguarding needs of children; 

where any suspicion of harm arises by way of concerns for potential or actual substance misuse, 
practitioners should contact children's social care to make a referral or seek further advice.
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