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Placement with Parents– Guide to the assessment 


What is placement with Parent?
This guidance applies to any placement of a child (for more than 24 hours) on a Care Order or an Interim Care Order, with a parent or person with Parental Responsibility or a person who held a Child Arrangement Order immediately before the Care Order was made. 
Hull CYPFS model of practice is Signs of Safety, the assessment on Liquid Logic is a ‘risk assessment’ and we acknowledged that a different approach is required when assessing PWP, because the placement takes in to account more information than would be required of a Signs of Safety approach to assessing the needs of Children and Young People. 

The assessment:

When recording the assessment please record this on the C&F assessment, taking in to consideration the guidance notes below, in terms of where to record the evidence and information and the assessment template guide (Link below). The assessment should be assessed through: 

· Obtaining relevant information about the proposed main carer or carers and all members of the household; (assessment section : Who needs to be seen, when, where and how often)
· Inspecting the accommodation; (Complete and attach the health and Safety check list :link below) (This would then be referenced in what we are worried about / what is working well) 
· Checking the proposed carer and all members of the household aged 16 and over with: 
· The Police (Public Protection Unit);
· The parents and adult members of the household by them applying for a basic DBS check if they live in England and Wales, or currently provided via Disclosure Scotland if they live in Scotland 
· The carer's GP and Children's Services records. (Record who needs to be seen, when and how often- to list the people you have spoken with and completed checks. This can then be referenced in harm, strengths, existing safety/complicating factors dependent on applicable information) 





The assessment needs to take account of:
· The parents' capacity, and the capacity of other adult members of the household, to care for children. Where a child has suffered, or was likely to suffer, significant harm the assessment should address 'what has changed in parental capacity and circumstances that indicate this placement will be in the child's best interest and will promote safe care?' In particular in relation to the child: 
· To provide for the child 's physical needs and appropriate medical and dental care; 
· To protect the child adequately from harm or danger, including any person who presents a risk of harm to the child;
· To ensure that the home environment is safe for the child including, where relevant, the need for a risk assessment of any pets and the environment in which they are kept; 
· To ensure that the child's emotional needs are met and he/she is provided with a positive sense of self, including any particular needs arising from religious persuasion, racial origin, and cultural and linguistic background, and any disability the child has; 
· To promote the child's learning and intellectual development through encouragement, cognitive stimulation and the promotion of educational success and social opportunities; 
· To enable the child to regulate his/her emotions and behaviour, including by modelling appropriate behaviour and interactions with others; 
· To provide a stable family environment to enable the child to develop and maintain secure attachments to the parents and other persons who provide care for the child.
· The parents' state of health (physical, emotional and mental), the parents' medical history, including current or past issues of domestic violence, substance misuse or mental health problems;
· The state of health (physical, emotional and mental) of other adult members of the household and their medical history, including current or past issues of domestic violence, substance misuse or mental health problems;
· The parents' family relationships and the composition of the parents' household, including: 
· The identity of all other members of the household, their age and the nature of their relationship with parents and one another, including any sexual relationship; their relationship with any parent of the child; 
· Other adults who are not members of the household but are likely to have regular contact with the child; 
· Current/previous domestic violence between household members including the parents.
· The parents' family history, including: 
· The particulars of the parents' childhood and upbringing, including the strengths and difficulties of their parents/carers;
· The parents' relationship with their parents and siblings, and their relationships with each other; 
· The parents' educational achievement, including any specific learning difficulty/disability; 
· A chronology of significant life events; 
· Other relatives and their relationships with the child and parents.
· Criminal offences of which the parents or other members of the household have been convicted or cautioned;
· Parents' past and present employment/sources of income;
· The nature of the neighbourhood and resources available in the community to support the child and parents;
· Any available information about the parents' previous experiences of looking after children. Where a parent has other children subject to care/adoption orders, earlier case records should be explored to ascertain the circumstances which led to social work involvement and any indication that the capacity of the parent to bring up children has changed. 
(This would all be recorded under the section of what is working well and what we are worried about)
Why is a child or young person placed with parents- Our Principles? 
The principles that should inform the decision to place a child or young person on a care order with their parents are:
1. Children and young people are best placed with their families when it is safe to do so;
2. Placement with parents as the final disposal in care proceedings will be rarely used;
3. Family-led decision making, and strength based approach to practice will be central to our approach;
4. Placement with parents should be viewed as a short term, temporary arrangement;
5. The decision to place with parents, whether planned or unplanned will follow a satisfactory safety planning and assessment. 
6. There will be high support to the parents or carers and child, along with rigorous planning and oversight once the order is granted. 
7. There is continued assessment of risk and need, and evaluation of whether the child / young person is achieving good outcomes.
The purpose should be to work with the parents and support them, to achieve agreed improvements, with the overall aim of discharge of the Care Order.
The management of the timelines, trajectory and plans should be focussed on strengthening and enhancing the parent’s role, supporting family relationships and parent-led decision making.
The arrangement should be regularly reviewed to ensure that it continues to be in the child’s best interests; and that it is still appropriate and safe for the child to be placed with parents, via a continuous assessment and interventions. 




Visiting Requirements during and after the assessment?
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Government legislation and guidance 

For more information, please see below: 
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HEALTH & SAFETY ASSESSMENT  REPORT

FAMILY HOME ENVIRONMENT


HEALTH AND SAFETY ASSESSMENT

		Family Name

		Address:






		Date of Assessment:




		Name of Social Worker completing the report:







Although detailed questions follow, it is not necessarily expected that all factors should be in place; the prospective adopters’ awareness of risk is also being assessed and many areas are a matter of judgement. Bear in mind that some children will have an underdeveloped sense of danger and higher standards of safety are therefore needed. 


		GENERAL WELFARE


FACTORS

		YES




		NO

		COMMENTS



		Can the home comfortably accommodate all who live there?  And all who may live there when plans to adopt are realised?

		

		

		



		Is the home warm, adequately furnished and decorated?

		

		

		



		Is the home maintained to a good standard of hygiene and cleanliness?

		

		

		



		Will each adopted and birth child have his/her own bed and/or sufficient space to meet their likely needs for privacy?

		

		

		





		Is electrical equipment in good repair?




		

		

		



		Are all heating appliances fixed to the wall?




		

		

		



		Are smoke detectors fitted and working? 



		

		

		



		Is a carbon monoxide detector fitted in homes which have gas?  



		

		

		



		Are sockets overloaded?




		

		

		



		Are any areas of glass a potential hazard




		

		

		



		Are there any loose or uneven floor coverings, flag stones or ceramic floor tiles




		

		

		



		Do soft furnishings conform to British Safety Standards?




		

		

		



		Are any items of furniture likely to be a hazard to a child




		

		

		



		Do windows have locks / restrictors?




		

		

		



		Are windows free of all hazards which may inadvertently cause choking, such as loose curtain pull cords/ blind cords?

		

		

		



		Are all window and door keys easily available in the event of a fire?




		

		

		



		Are stair gates fitted or are they to be fitted?




		

		

		



		Do high chairs, buggies and child equipment conform to British Safety Standards?




		

		

		



		How will glassware, china and other fragile objects  be kept so as to avoid harm by or to a child




		

		

		



		Are alcohol, cigarettes, lighters, matches and candles kept out of reach?




		

		

		



		Are any fire arms kept in the house


Certificate No:


Where is Gun Cabinet?

Are any other weapons kept in the house,  e.g. guns of any type, armoury, knives, swords



		

		

		



		Pets (Where fed? Where kept? Wormed and immunised? Is pet management hygienic?  Are specific dangers relating to pet type? 

(THIS INCLUDES DOGS ON THE DANGEROUS BREEDS LIST AND AS PART OF THE DANEROUS DOG ACT 1991 INCLUDING BREEDS PIT BULL TERRIER, JAPANESE TOSA, DOGO AGENTINO, FILA BRAZILLERO).



		

		

		



		LIVING AREAS – anything of note?




		

		

		



		DINING AREAS – anything of note?




		

		

		



		KITCHEN

		

		

		



		Are knives and other utensils kept out of reach?




		

		

		



		Are kitchen work surfaces and flooring undamaged and kept clear?




		

		

		



		Does food seem to be appropriately stored in cupboards and/or fridges?




		

		

		



		Are bleach, poisonous substances, medicines, matches, etc stored in their original containers, out of reach of children




		

		

		



		BATHROOM & TOILETS

		

		

		



		Are lights or electrical heaters controlled by a pull cord switch?




		

		

		



		Are medicines, shampoos, cosmetics and razors locked away out of reach?




		

		

		



		Is there a lock on the door?  (Is it out of reach of children?)




		

		

		



		Bedroom 1          


Anything of note




		

		

		



		Bedroom 2         


Anything of note




		

		

		



		Bedroom 3         


Anything of note




		

		

		



		Any other room not covered




		

		

		



		OUTDOORS


Gardens


Including sheds, ponds, equipment

		

		

		



		Are gardening DIY/equipment/chemicals locked away out of sight and reach?




		

		

		



		Are boundary garden fences and gates secure and in good condition?




		

		

		



		Are swings, slides, etc securely fixed and kept in good condition?




		

		

		



		Are garage and sheds locked?

Are garden pesticides, plant food etc. locked away?

		

		

		



		Are ponds, hot tubs, and  swimming pools covered and fenced off?




		

		

		



		Are water tanks and water butts fitted with secure lids?




		

		

		



		Are there any other factors which may pose a risk to a child or to the carers?




		

		

		



		Are any adult content reading materials, films ,  and games out of sight and securely stored away?

		

		

		



		Are there parental controls on TVs, IT equipment, games consoles, and smart phones?
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