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Presenting to Legal Gateway




The purpose of Legal Gateway is to seek agreement for:
· Entering PLO
· Extending PLO
· Ending PLO
· Issuing Care Proceedings
· Request for application of other Court Orders (eg, Secure, DoLs) 
· Final Care Plan in Proceedings (except where ADM has agreed adoption)
Legal gateway will be chaired by Head of Service and a solicitor from PCC Legal Services will be present to provide the relevant legal advice. When coming to Legal Gateway you need to be clear why you are coming and be able to present the rationale for what you are seeking agreement for. 

Legal Gateway is not a supervision to unpick 'stuck' situations. For all presentations you should be able to tell the meeting the strengths of the family and what you are worried about. In addition, you should be clear what you are seeking and be able to provide the following information dependant on what you are seeking. 



 


















Seeking PLO
· What intervention has already been tried, what was the impact of this?
· What is your plan under PLO, to include what intervention you will offer.
· What assessments will be completed (Parentassess/C2C or are you wanting specialist assessment for example cognitive/psychiatric/psychologist) If so, why? What will be the timescale?
· Have you had an FGC, or will you be holding one? Who is in the wider family, what viability assessments will you be completing? What are the timescales?
· Is there an adult FSS worker involved, if not, is there a role for one?
· Present the views of the child/parent/wider family/CPA.
Seeking to extend PLO
· What is the reason for the extension being requested?
· What are you hoping to achieve during the extension?
· See seeking PLO as this information may also be relevant. 
Seeking Step down from PLO
· All assessments should have been completed.
· You should be able to present what has changed and how the family will continue to be supported to maintain positive changes. 
· Present the view of the child/parent/wider family/CPA




Seeking to issue 
In all situations you should be able to present the views of the child/parents/wider family/CPA.  Where you are seeking to issue care proceedings on children already subject to PLO, as a result of negative parenting assessments you should be able to:

· Outline the conclusion and recommendation of all parenting assessments.
· Outline the conclusion and recommendation of any specialist assessments.
· Clearly provide the date and results of any hair strand or PeTH testing. 
· Outline the conclusion and recommendation of all viability assessments or inform of any wider family members who have declined an assessment.
· Give details of the FGC and the plan from it.
Where you are seeking to issue care proceedings following a significant event, you should be able to:

· Provide clear information about the event.
· Provide information about intervention offered.
· Outline the conclusion and recommendation of any assessments completed, for example C2C, Viability.
· Know why issuing now is required rather than entering PLO?
· Know who is in the wider family that could be potential alternative carers and where possible, have completed viabilities.
· Know if you are you seeking for the children to be placed with wider family or in foster care?
· If it is foster care, why, are you sure there is no family member who could care, have you asked the parents this question?
Seeking agreement of your final care plan
· A proposed draft final care plan should be sent as part of your paperwork.
You should:
· Present a summary of what the final care plan recommends and why. 
· Outline the conclusion and recommendation of any assessments completed.
· Give information about wider family, and the outcome of their assessments.
· Present the views of the child/ren/parent/s/IRO/Guardian/wider family on your final care plan. 
Other including DOLs or Secure
See seeking to issue.  In addition, you should be able to set out what has already been tried to keep the child safe. For example, increasing staff levels, holding placement review meetings, direct work with the child. For secure applications - what will the discharge plan be?

If you wish to seek legal advice around a specific issue for example jurisdiction and NRTPFs, your SL or TL should discuss with Adam Shepherd first as a meeting with legal may be more appropriate.


For more information:
· Legal Gateway Terms of Reference
· Presenting to Legal Gateway & PLO Pre-Proceedings Timeline 
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