
Young Carers LCS and EHM Guidance 

Many of the children and young people that we work with whose parents have support needs 

relating to physical or mental health, learning difficulties, drug or alcohol use and illness will be 

providing care to their parent, siblings and self. The provision of care in this context makes them a 

“Young Carer”. We have specific legal duties to provide assessment and support for young carers 

which is covered in full in the Joint Protocol for Young Carers (currently in consultation process) and 

the Young Carers Practice Guidance(currently in consultation process).  

 

Identification of a young carer – LCS and EHM 

On identifying that a child or young person is providing care in the above context, a standalone 

assessment form must be opened on LCS or EHM. This can follow two different processes:  

1. Identification that the child is a young carer whilst completing the SAF:  

- On the “Factors Identified at the end of assessment page” there is a Yes / No question 

regarding whether the child is a Young Carer:  

 

 

 

Note the “two person toggle button” to the right which is highlighted in the above picture. 

- If your SAF is consolidated for two or more children, you must click on this person icon to 

separate out the children.  

- You will then see both children’s names included below the question in a single line yellow 

banner. Click into each child’s name separately to separate them out into two lines.  

 

- Only answer “Yes” for the children who are young carers (not all children in the sibling group 

necessarily will be).   

- For all children where “Yes” has been selected (Young Carer), a Young Carer Standalone 

Assessment form will be triggered. A link to the form will appear beneath the young carer 

question. If you have made an error in consolidation, do not click on this link. Go back to 



the toggle (two person) icon and separate out the children until there is only a link for the 

child identified as a young carer.  

 

- The standalone assessment has to be completed before your Child and Family Assessment 

can be finalised. This is a brief, tickbox based form which will support identification of what 

sort of care the child is providing, and what the impact of this may be on their health and 

welfare.  

- The standalone Young Carer form results in a “Child’s Plan” box, of how the identified needs 

relating to being a young carer will be met. The actions within this plan must be copied into 

your C+F assessment child’s plan prior to finalising your assessments.  

- You can now finalise your Young Carer assessment and your C+F assessment.  

 

2. Identification that the child is a young carer at any other point during active involvement: 

If at any other point during involvement (when there is not a current open SAF being completed) it is 

identified that a child is a young carer, a Young Carers Assessment standalone form can be opened.  

- Go to the “Forms” tab on the child’s homepage.  

- Click the drop down menu in the “Start New Form” option.  

- Select “Young Carer’s Assessment”.  

On completion of the assessment you will be asked to complete a “Child’s Plan” box, of how the 

identified needs relating to being a young carer will be met. Please note that this does not 

automatically pull through into the child’s main plan. For children and young people who are open on 

a Child in Need or Child Protection plan, the social worker will need to manually add these actions to 

the existing plan.  

Updating Relationships 

When a child is providing care for another person, their relationships tab must be updated to identify 

them as a young carer, and to identify who they provide care for.  

- Enter the child’s relationship page and click “Edit Relationships” at the bottom.  

- There will be a column labelled “YC”.  

- Tick the box for all people that this child is providing care for.  



- Repeat this for any child in the household who is a young carer.  

 

This will then show on the child’s relationship home page that they are a Young Carer, and who for:  

 

Case Closure of a Young Carer 

On case closure of a young carer, if they remain a young carer, they are likely to have ongoing 

support needs relating to their caring.  

The Carers Support Centre are our commissioned service who deliver long term support and social 

opportunities to Young Carers in Bristol (and South Glos).  

The Carers Support Centre will accept our Young Carers Assessment Form as a referral to their 

service. Therefore, if the young person would benefit from ongoing support at the point of closure, 

create a PDF from the Young Carers Assessment Form. This can be emailed to the Carers Support 

Centre with a brief updating email of actions taken by CSC. As the assessment is already completed, 

the young person will be able to bypass the assessment waiting list and will be offered prompt 

support. More information about the Carers Support Centre and how to contact them can be found 

here: Carers Support Centre 

To create the PDF, click “Print” at the top of the assessment panel.  

 

 

This will then generate a Printable View of the form which can be converted into PDF by clicking the 

PDF icon on the very top right of the form.  

https://www.carerssupportcentre.org.uk/


If the child is no longer a young carer at the point of case closure, their relationships tab should be 

amended by following the process above in reverse (removing “YC” ticks) to end this status. 

 


