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One Minute Guide - Unregulated and Unregistered Placements
Unregulated placements
Following changes to guidance in 2023, all placements for children under 18 now need to be regulated by OFSTED, including where they are receiving support (rather than care). 
If it has been identified that one of our children is placed in an unregulated setting, checks should be undertaken in respect of the provider and should cover the following areas:
· Insurance
· Policies and procedures
· Financial resilience
· Consultation with the host authority
· Reference checks with other local authorities
For every child, before making the placement the local authority must establish that the accommodation is suitable. Suitable accommodation is accommodation:
· Which, so far as reasonably practicable, is suitable for the child in light of his/her needs, including his/her health needs;
· In respect of which the responsible authority has satisfied itself as to the character and suitability of the landlord or other provider;
· Which complies with health and safety requirements related to rented accommodation; and
· In respect of which the responsible authority has, so far as reasonably practicable, taken into account the child’s: 
· Wishes and feelings; and
· Education, training or employment needs.
When an unregulated placement is identified the A2R Team and social worker should complete the risk assessment template (see appendix a).  Once completed the risk assessment should be sent to the relevant Service Leader for consideration before being submitted to the Deputy Director for final authorisation.
The risk assessment will set out the visiting schedule for the social worker/personal advisor to review how well it is meeting the needs of the child placed and to identify any concerns about the provision or support being provided.
It has been agreed that social work visits should take place weekly for any child placed in an unregulated setting.  Any changes to this visiting schedule should be agreed in discussion with the line manager and should reflect the assessment of need.
All children placed in an unregulated setting will be
· Visited by a Social Worker on a weekly basis
· Visited by their IRO on a 3 monthly basis
· A Children we Care for review should be held every 3 months
· Reviewed by SMT, and the DCS on a monthly basis. 

Unregistered placements
Definition:
An unregistered placement is when a child who is being provided with some form of ‘care’ is living somewhere that is not registered with Ofsted. This is illegal. Once a provider delivers a care element as well as accommodation, they must register as a children’s home. It is an offence not to.
What does ‘care’ mean? It is not defined in law. It is not just about the age of the child, although that’s a factor. It is about a child’s vulnerability and the level of help that they need. If a child does need care, then the service they’re getting is very likely to need registration as a children’s home. Certainly, if children are under constant supervision then this is likely to be ‘care’.
It’s also not about how long the child lives there. There is an all too common myth that if care is only for 28 days then it does not need to be registered – this is not true. It does not matter how long the accommodation is provided for. 
APPROVAL TO PLACE A CHILD IN A UNREGISTERED PLACEMENT MUST BE SOUGHT FROM THE DIRECTOR CHILDREN, FAMILIES & EDUCATION
Quality assurance of an unregistered placement:
As these placements are not registered under the Care Standards Act 2000, or inspected by Ofsted, the ‘Responsible Authority’ (Portsmouth City Council) will need to take every step to establish that the child or young person’s needs are matched to the services provided by the placement, and that the provider and placement are safe and suitable.
The A2R Team will ensure that pre-placement checks are undertaken with the provider and prior to placement a plan setting out the regularity of social worker and IRO visits will be confirmed. 
It has been agreed that any child placed in an unregistered placement should be 
· visited at least weekly by their Social Worker
· Visited monthly by their IRO
· Will be reviewed weekly by the Deputy Director. 
In addition to this the Senior Management Team, Corporate Parenting Board members, Service Leaders and IRO Service will undertake monitoring visits to any unregulated placements on a bi-monthly basis.  These visits will provide an opportunity to review the suitability of the placement and ascertain the views of the child in placement. 
A fortnightly meeting will be chaired by the Deputy Director to consider any child placed in an unregistered placement.  These will be attended by the Head of Service Looked After Children and Head of Inclusion (where the child has an EHCP).
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