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Referring a safeguarding concern to Adults Service - 
Identifying and responding to the needs of vulnerable adults - May 2024
We have recently been involved in contributing to a Domestic Homicide Review, relating to a young woman who died in 2023, who we had been involved with as a child and as a parent. This review will be publicly published once approved by the Home Office, and I will share the document when it is available, but before this I wanted to make sure we shared the learning so far and resources and information that we want to make sure the workforce all has access to. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]One of the main points of learning within this review was ensuring that all staff within Children's Social Care are able to identify and respond to the needs of vulnerable adults, and signpost or support a vulnerable adult to support and information relating to services. When deciding to report a safeguarding concern to Adults Services, those considering reporting a safeguarding concern would have: reasonable cause to suspect that the adult may have needs for care and support (whether they are receiving care and support or not) and where there is reasonable cause to suspect that the adult is at risk of or experiencing abuse or neglect 

1. In Portsmouth, The Portsmouth Safeguarding Adults Board is a multi-agency strategic partnership that oversees and leads adult safeguarding in Portsmouth.
1. The basic information on making an adult safeguarding referral is on the PSAB website here: Reporting Concerns (portsmouthsab.uk) - this page has links to the concern form and a One Minute Guide on making a referral in Portsmouth which goes through step by step.
1. The Adult Safeguarding equivalent to a thresholds document is the Safeguarding Concerns Guidance - the key bits that may be of most interest/help are the flowchart on p.3 and tables from p.26 onwards. There is also supporting e-learning Adult Safeguarding Concerns e-learning (portsmouthsab.uk).
1. The main safeguarding policy is here Safeguarding Adults Multi-Agency Policy, Process and Guidance.
1. The PSAB website has a wide range of up to date policy/guidance and short guides for staff on a range of topics.
If you have any concerns relating to Adult Safeguarding, please discuss with your manager or contact the Adult MASH for guidance       
1. Phone: 023 9268 0810 (out-of-hours: 0300 555 1373)
1. Email: AdultSafeguarding@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
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