Swindon Borough Council Occupational Therapy Service - Considerations

Widening doorways


Widening Doorways

 Interior Doors

· Standard interior doorsets generally used are as follows:

	Doorset
	Doorleaf
	Clear opening

	1000mm
	914mm
	865mm

	900mm
	838mm
	788mm

	825mm
	762mm
	712mm


· The minimum clear opening width of doors to allow for wheelchair users is 750mm – 770mm. To achieve an optimum clear opening of 900mm or more, particularly to allow a 90-degree turn, a sliding door, bi-fold doors or double hinged doors, may be necessary. Hinged doors to bathrooms may need to open outwards to reduce danger to users who are at risk of falls. Inward opening hinged doors should open towards the wall to maximize usable space.

· Avoid door locks where vulnerable people may become trapped inside a room, especially bathrooms.

Corridors

· Optimum width is 1000mm, after the siting of radiators. 

· Widths of 900mm or less may be acceptable for ambulant people. Wheelchair users may manage in such circumstances, especially if there are no turns required. Doorways offset from a narrow corridor must be correspondingly wide to compensate.

	Corridor width
	Clear opening requirement for standard size wheelchair access at right angle

	800mm (not suitable for self propelled wheelchair)
	1200mm clear opening. Double, hinged door

	900mm
	865mm minimum clear opening (1000mm doorset). May need to be wider for some users

	1000mm
	865mm clear opening (1000mm doorset)

	1200mm
	788mm clear opening (900mm doorset)


Exterior Doors

· Where exterior doors are being widened/replaced, consider the threshold height and lock type. Many P.V.C.U. doors will have a raised threshold unless a flush with floor threshold is specified. A wooden door with a Yale lock is more suitable for service users linking in with a door entry/door opener system.

· Exterior doors, especially P.V.C.U. types may be manufactured to order and therefore it is usually possible to achieve the optimum width.

· Remember that the clear opening will be reduced by the weather boards fitted to exterior door sets. A 926mm wide door will give an approximate minimum clear opening of 900mm.
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