Swindon Borough Council Occupational Therapy Service –-consideration

Through Floor Lift 


Through Floor Lift

General considerations

Description

A permanently installed piece of lifting equipment installed to serve fixed landings in a domestic dwelling, that comprises a car, whose dimensions and construction permit the access of a passenger (ambulant, seated or wheelchair user) and guarded by rigid vertical guides.

Type

Wheelchair model

Seated model to accommodate:
Glidabout






Free standing seat






Fixed sliding seat






Fixed static seat

Total enclosed car and enclosures at each level

Lift with partially enclosed car and enclosures at upper level

Lift with partially enclosed car and enclosures at each level

Lift with partially enclosed car and no enclosures

Motor or hydraulic drive

Safety

· For people with cognitive impairment, ensure that they will cope emotionally and physically with using a through lift. Where there are doubts, consider a lift large enough to accommodate an attendant, or consider alternative options.

· For service users living alone, carrying some means of calling for help e.g. mobile or cordless phone, or care-line, could be encouraged, should the lift break down mid travel. If necessary, an integral telephone can be fitted.

· Through lifts may be contraindicated for service users with epilepsy or other blackouts. 

· Service users who have epilepsy or other blackouts, or who have severely athetoid movements, may require a padded interior.

· Consider the weight of the user combined with their wheelchair, especially powered chairs.

· Ensure that the area around the lift is adequately lit.

· Hand clearance is essential to self propelling wheelchair users Provide an adequately wide lift door opening. 

Functional ability

· Independent wheelchair users need to be able to self propel in/out of the lift with sufficient hand clearance.
· Carers of assisted wheelchair users need to be able to manoeuvre the user in/out of the lift
· Ambulant users need to be able to stand, or transfer on/off a fixed or free-standing seat within the lift
· For seated users with difficulty in transferring, sliding seats may be provided which facilitate a wheelchair or glidabout transfer if necessary.
· Consider persons hand dominance, preference and ability.
· Door enclosures may be outward hinged, sliding, or folding. An automatic door opener may be required.

· If push button controls are a problem it may be possible to have them lowered, or replaced with a remote control.

Technical Guidance

· Technical advice should be sought from the lift company to ensure their product can be accommodated.
· The Disabled Living Foundation publications/CD ROM give comparable measurement specifications of lift products.

· Consider noise nuisance to neighbours if lift is sited on a party wall.

· If the electrical supply is by pre-payment meter, this will need to be changed.

· Hydraulic drive has the facility to lower if breakdown occurs, while motor drive must be wound down by hand.

· Consider the location of the lift in order that it will create least disruption to other members of the household. 

· .Consider if door of lift will obstruct any other entrances.

· Ensure that there is wheelchair accessibility, if required, to essential upper floor facilities.

· Ensure that there is sufficient space at upper and lower levels for manoeuvrability of walking aids or wheelchair in/out of the lift.

Mobility Guidance

	Standard indoor wheelchairs for adults

	Length range
	840mm to 1150mm

	Width range
	560mm x 690mm

	Space for 90 degree turn, standard chair
	1400mm x 1400mm

	Space for 180 degree turn, standard chair
	1800mm x 1400mm

	Space for 360 degree turn, standard chair
	1500mm x 1500mm

	Space for 360 degree turn, large chair
	1700mm x 1700mm

	Space for 360 degree turn, large reclining chair
	2000mm x 2000mm


Maintenance

· Through Floor Lifts funded by Disabled Facilities Grants are the responsibility of the service user. After the warranty period (usually one year) the service user is advised to take out an extended warranty or service contract to cover annual or bi-annual servicing, and/ or a call out service. 
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