Swindon Borough Council Occupational Therapy Service – Considerations

Step Lift


Step lifts

Considerations

Description

A step lift is an appliance consisting of a raising platform designed to enable a person to overcome differing ground levels, which are inappropriate to ramp due to the gradient or lack of space, or method of aiding mobility.

Type

· Powered lifting platforms suitable for short rise access

· Scissors lifts

Safety

· If a step lift is considered in a communal access in a property of multiple occupancy, it may be necessary not just to seek permission from the owner, but to request of a fire officer, access officer or building control officer.

· The safety of other household members must be considered, especially young children, or those with cognitive or sensory impairment.

· The lift must accommodate the weight of the service user, and if required their wheelchair and carer.

· Functional ability

· Consider the service users hand dominance, preference and ability.

· A person with cognitive impairment may respond adversely to a step lift.

· Wheelchair users need to be safe in getting on and off the steplift, and to observe safety recommendations such as using the brakes.

Technical Guidance

· The Disabled Living Foundation publications/CD ROM give comparable measurement specifications of lift products.

· Technical advice should be sought from the lift company to ensure their product can be accommodated.
· Step lifts should be located with the simplest installation in mind, but with consideration to the convenience of the service user and other household members. The location must give access to necessary facilities and amenities.

· A step lift can be installed internally to facilitate access to differing floor levels, or for access to a mobile home.

· A back up battery may be required for power failure.

· A step lift will normally only rise to a maximum of 500mm-1000mm.

· Door threshold and swing direction may need to be altered to facilitate independent us of a step lift.

· Ensure door width is adequate for wheelchair access.

· Preparation for installing a step lift may include formation of a concrete base and path.

· If the electric supply includes a pre-payment meter, this may need to be changed.

Contraindications

· Locations prone to flooding

Maintenance

· Step lifts funded by Disabled Facilities Grants are the responsibility of the service user. After the warranty period (usually one year) the service user is advised to take out an extended warranty or service contract to cover annual or bi-annual servicing, and/ or a call out service
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