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Stairlifts

Considerations

Description

A stairlift is a means of transporting a person between two or more levels.

Type

· straight track:
side sitting





front sitting



sited on wall side



sited on banister side

· curved track

side sitting



sited on wall side



sited on banister side

· external

· standing model

· perching model

· mains and/or battery operated

· Wheelchair lift

· Spiral

General Considerations

· Where the track may obstruct a doorway, a hinged track may be used. Remember that manually operated hinged tracks can be heavy and awkward even for carers to use, and may not be approved by the Grant Department if the main access to the property could become blocked.

· Ensure that the stairlift will be adequate for the service user’s weight. It is advisable to make allowances for possible weight gain where a service user is close to the maximum safe load of the equipment.

· The service user’s transfer method dictates the amount of transfer space required at the top and bottom of the stairs.

· Consider the seated user’s space requirement from the back of the seat to the knees, in relation to the width of the stairs. This is particularly relevant in curved track stairlifts, where the width available becomes narrower as the track cuts the corner.

· If a stairlift is to be installed on an open plan staircase, consider provision of a newel post, banister and balusters for the safety of ambulant users of the stairs.

· If a curved track stairlift is to be installed, ambulant users of the stairs should be advised that they would have to negotiate a reduced winder tread.

· Ambulant users may need a banister on the opposite side to the stairlift.

· Possible trapping areas within balusters may need to be in-filled for safety.

· For service users living alone, carrying some means of calling for help e.g. mobile or cordless phone, or careline could be encouraged, should the stairlift break down mid travel.

· Stairs which have a winder at the bottom may be straightened and a straight stairlift be fitted.

· Some structural problem areas to be aware of are:

low bulkheads; 

narrow staircases; particularly with a cartwheel or right angle turn;

steep staircases; 

mid point windows with protruding windowsills or low hanging curtains;

obstacles at the top or bottom of the stairs e.g. doors, radiators.

· If the stairs are communal, consideration to other users outside of the household is necessary, and permission sought from the owner(s).

Functional ability

· Where there is any doubt as to the service user’s confidence, independence or safety in any aspect of using a stairlift, a practical assessment should take place before recommendations are put forward e.g. at an Independent Living Centre. This way, the service user’s transfers, seating position, ability to manage controls and seat swivel mechanism etc can be clearly identified.

· For service users who cannot travel, the transfer may be simulated with a chair of a similar height.

· Ensure the service user can tuck their feet back to use the footrest. Otherwise an extended footrest may be required.

· Ensure that the service user will be safe in using the stairlift i.e. cognitive awareness, and, from a physical point of view, transfer ability, spasm, or balance problems.

· Take account of the person’s hand dominance, preference, or ability when choosing the control position or type e.g. button, joystick, remote control or wanderlead.

· If the service user is likely to need to be hoisted in the foreseeable future, consider if a stairlift is really the most suitable way of meeting their needs.

· Where a folding hinged track is required, note that for many people including carers, these are too heavy and awkward to manage. In many instances a powered hinge is needed.

· Powered swivel mechanisms are available for those who cannot manage this action independently.

· Contra indications include: permanent vertigo

epilepsy or other blackouts

installations in homes where young children with challenging behaviour are living extensor spasm.

Technical Guidance

· Technical advice should be available from the stairlift company to ensure the stairs can accommodate the lift in design and structure. Drawings can be requested in special circumstances to ensure clearance of i.e. head on bulkhead, knees on winders or toes on the banister side of the stairs.


· If the electrical supply includes a pre-payment meter, this will need to be changed or a battery operated stairlift installed.

Maintenance

· Stairlifts funded by Disabled Facilities Grants are the responsibility of the service user. After the warranty period (usually one year) the service user is advised to take out an extended warranty or service contract to cover annual or bi-annual servicing, and/ or a call out service. 
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