Swindon Borough Council Occupational Therapy Service – Considerations

Specialist Bath


Specialist Bath

General Considerations

Description

A bath with special features, which is designed specifically for people with disabilities.

Type

· Bath with integral seat which raises/lowers and swings outside of the bath to facilitate transfers.

· Bath with side which raised and lowers to facilitate carer to assist whilst reducing manual handling.

· Bath with side door and integral seat which enables sideways transfer and tilts whilst in use.

Points to consider

· Swinging seats should have a locking device. The locked seat position must be in the correct position for transfers.

· Use of such baths may need to be under supervision especially where service users have cognitive impairment, balance problems, or challenging behaviour.

· Specialist baths may be contra indicated for epilepsy sufferers.

· Where individuals are self funding or being grant aided, they should be encouraged to investigate breakdown and maintenance cover with the company when the guarantee or warranty expires.

Functional ability

· Transfer ability using the recommended method.

· Space to transfer in/out of the bath in the proposed location. Allow for wheelchair access if appropriate.

· Service user or carer’s ability to operate the controls.

· Users hand dominance/preference.

· The need for a shower spray mixer tap

· The height the seat will lift over the bath

Technical guidance

· Check weight limit of the product.

· Access to the power supply may be needed outside of bathroom

· Some rise and fall baths need wall clearance, which may result in water seepage down the gap.

· In situations where new build will incorporate a specialist bath, refer to bathroom extensions guidelines

· Check the length of the existing bath as a guide to whether the specialist bath can fit in an existing bathroom.
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