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REQUEST FOR LEGAL GATEWAY MEETING
	SECTION 1
To be completed and sent to LGSS Law along with an updated chronology & all relevant documents to include: single assessment, parenting assessment(s), s47/Strat meetings, LAC review minutes, any S7/ S37 reports, Child Protection Conference minutes,  agency reports and any expert reports 
** Please complete Legal Gateway Meeting request checklist**


	   Family Composition
    Name
	CareFirst ID
	M/F
	Relationship to Subject
	Date Of Birth
	PR?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Team Manager
	 

	Social Worker(s)
	


	What are we Worried About?



	Harm
(Harm that has occurred to any child in the care of the parents/ caregivers)
	Complicating Factors
(Factors that make it difficult to change)

	
	


	Danger Statement (s)

(Harm that professionals believe is likely to happen to the child/ren if the situation does not change)

	. 



	Chronicity → 
	First Incident
	Worst Incident
	Last Incident

	Behaviour


	
	
	

	Severity


	
	
	

	Impact


	
	
	


NB complete 1 matrix for each identified danger statement.  Please use continuation sheet if necessary.

	What is Working Well?


	Existing Strengths
	Existing Safety

(Safety is strengths that help keep the child safe that have been tested over time)

	
	


	                                                                            Safety Goals

(Specific behaviours that need to be seen to satisfy professionals that the child is safe)

	


	SECTION 2

What issues is legal advice sought in relation to?
Please complete this section to enable LGSS law to consider the areas which the legal advice needs to consider.




	The plan that the Social Work Team are considering.

(Please set out the proposals that you seek legal advice in relation to)

	


	 Issue for LGSS Law to consider
	Y/N/
Narrative where applicable

	Whether the s31 threshold for a Care / Supervision Order is met?
(I.e. the threshold met for the Court to grant a Care Order or Supervision Order).


	 

	The Social Workers opinion re: whether the S31 criteria is met and on what basis.
	

	The need for the child to be subject to an Order under the Children Act 1989.
	

	The need for the Local Authority to share parental responsibility for the child/ren
	

	Whether the test for interim separation is met?


	

	The strengths/weaknesses of the available evidence?


	

	Advice re: the status of S20 - is it purposeful l- any considerations re: risk of HRA claims?
Consideration re: the need to share PR for an unaccompanied asylum seeking children or young people.

** NB this issue should be covered as standard in the legal advice but please highlight this here, if you consider it to be a relevant issue
	

	Any other issues ( to be specified by the team)


	


	SECTION 3
To be completed following receipt of written legal advice, if the Social Worker and Team Manager’s proposal is to commence the Pre Proceedings Process or to make a (non-emergency) application to the Court.

The completed form, updated chronology and written legal advice is to be sent to admissionsandlegal@northamptonshire.gov.uk
to request a Gateway Meeting



	                                                                           Next Steps

	


REQUEST FOR LEGAL GATEWAY MEETING
(continuation sheet)
	Chronicity → 
	First Incident
	Worst Incident
	Last Incident

	Behaviour


	
	
	

	Severity


	
	
	

	Impact


	
	
	


	Chronicity → 
	First Incident
	Worst Incident
	Last Incident

	Behaviour


	
	
	

	Severity


	
	
	

	Impact


	
	
	


	Chronicity → 
	First Incident
	Worst Incident
	Last Incident

	Behaviour


	
	
	

	Severity


	
	
	

	Impact


	
	
	


