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Assessment checklist: Getting to Good



For use when completing all assessments from 23/07/2018

	Are the reasons for completing the assessment clearly detailed?
	Yes
	No

	Is a service provided to families, where a need is identified, during the assessment process?
	Yes
	No

	Is there use of historical information and consideration of the cumulative effect this has had on the child and family? 
	Yes
	No

	Is there a chronology noting impact on child that is evident on each child’s record?
	Yes
	No

	What is/could be the impact of what has happened on the child? ( informed by research)
	Yes
	No

	Is diversity considered including analysis to consider its impact in assessments?
	Yes
	No

	Is the timescale for seeing the child adhered to?
	Yes
	No

	Has knowledge of child development been used to inform the assessment outcome?
	Yes
	No

	Is the child seen as frequently as needed and not only in line with statutory or procedural requirements?
	Yes
	No

	Is there evidence of tools used to give children a voice?
	Yes
	No

	Are there examples of direct work with children that can be seen on the file?
	Yes
	No

	Is there a sense in the assessment of what it is like to live this child’s life?
	Yes
	No

	Are absent fathers and significant male adults included in the assessment process. Have there been numerous and varied attempts to engage with them? Consider this regardless of PR!
	Yes
	No

	Is information from relevant partner agencies gathered early in the assessment process?
	Yes
	No

	Is written information obtained where possible from other professionals?
	Yes
	No

	Has the assessment identified a list of all the risk and protective factors?
	Yes
	No

	Is there robust analysis and evidence of risk assessment? 
	Yes
	No

	Has the assessment considered how the strengths in the family network mitigate the risks? 
	Yes
	No

	Is the outcome of direct work used by the social worker to inform their professional opinion?
	Yes
	No

	Is there consideration of the impact of taking no action?
	Yes
	No

	What needs to happen now? Is there defensible decision making and consideration of options?
	Yes
	No

	Is there a prognosis for the future?
	Yes
	No

	Is it clear that this assessment has made a difference to this child’s life?
	Yes
	No

	At the end of the assessment, are things better for the child?
	Yes
	No

	Is the outcome of assessments shared with families and are their views reflected in the assessment?
	Yes
	No

	Is there evidence that partner agencies are informed about progress and next steps?
	Yes
	No

	Is the assessment timely?
	Yes
	No

	Is the assessment proportionate to risk and not unnecessarily extended?
	Yes
	No
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