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	[INSERT DATE]

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL

[INSERT ADDRESS OF CARER]


	Placement Services    

Operational Children’s Services

County Hall

Bythesea Road 

Trowbridge 

Wiltshire

                           BA14 8JN 





Dear [NAME]
CHILD:
I am writing to let you know that I have completed the viability assessment of your capacity to care for [name of child]. That assessment is negative and unfortunately I will not be recommending that you are assessed more fully for the reasons set out within the assessment. 
The court has given permission to share with you the assessment report that has been prepared and I therefore enclose a copy of it with this letter. Please note that the enclosed document is confidential and should not be shared with anyone who is not directly involved with this case.
I appreciate that you may not agree with my views as to your suitability to care for the child/ren.  You are entitled to dispute the conclusion of the assessment and to continue to put yourself forward as a carer for the child[ren]. If you wish to challenge my assessment, I should be grateful if you would let me know within the next [seven] days. You can contact me on: telephone number or at address.
If you want to apply to the court to be assessed further for care of the child[ren], or to have any other orders made in connection with this matter, then you are advised to seek independent legal advice. I would refer you to the Law Society website where you can find details of local solicitors who specialise in these matters. The website address is: http://solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk. I have also enclosed for you a list of local solicitors on the Law Society’s Children Panel.  You should take this letter with you to your appointment with your solicitor.
Any application to the court must be made urgently to the Family Court: The Law Courts, Islington Street, Swindon, SN1 2HG. A fee may be payable for this application. 
Please be aware that if you do not advise me that you wish to challenge the outcome of my assessment it will be assumed that you will be taking no further steps.  If you then come forward at a later date, the court may consider that you have left it too late, and it may not be possible to take into account your views at that stage.

You should also be aware that because of the age of the child if we are unable to find a family member who will be able to care for the child[ren] the plan may be for him/her/them to be adopted outside the birth family or placed in long term foster care. 

Yours sincerely,
[Name]

Social worker – Fostering Service
