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What does “Section 20” mean?
You have been given this leaflet either because you have asked Wiltshire Council (the local authority) to look after your child or the local authority has asked you to consider your child being looked after by the local authority.  This is called “being provided with accommodation by the local authority under section 20 of the Children Act 1989” and means that, with the help of the local authority, your child will go to live somewhere else, for example, with another family member or a family friend or with local authority foster carers.  This arrangement may be agreed with you because it is felt that, for whatever reason, it would be better for your child at this time.

Your rights


Section 20 accommodation is a voluntary arrangement between you and the local authority working in partnership in the best interests of your child.  You retain parental responsibility for your child and the local authority does not gain or share parental responsibility.

Any person with parental responsibility for your child will be asked for their written agreement to the child becoming accommodated by the local authority under section 20.  If you have any doubts about whether or not to agree to your child becoming accommodated by the local authority you should obtain your own legal advice (see details below) before agreeing to this.  You are also welcome to discuss these matters with a trusted family member or friend should you wish to do so.
You are entitled to remove your child from local authority accommodation at any time.
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If the local authority thinks it would not be safe or in your child’s best interests to leave local authority accommodation then consideration may be given to asking the court to make a decision about what should happen.

If your child is 16 or 17 years old your agreement to providing them with accommodation is not required as they are able to give their own agreement.

What will happen next?

[image: image2]If you agree that your child should be provided with accommodation by the local authority, the social worker will explain your rights to you and you will be asked to sign a form consenting to the arrangement and to emergency medical treatment for your child.  You will also be asked to provide information about your child, for example about their routine, their likes and dislikes and any health issues so that those caring for them can meet their needs.

You will be told when your child will become looked after and where they will be living.  If the carers are not already known to you, you will be asked to meet them and to go with your child to the placement.  You will be asked to help complete a Placement Agreement Plan with your social worker and the child’s carer.  The arrangements for seeing your child will be discussed and agreed with you.

Whist your child is being looked after by the local authority they will have regular reviews of the arrangements overseen by the independent reviewing officer.  The local authority and the independent reviewing officer have a duty to ensure that short and long term plans for your child are made in their best interests and as quickly as possible.

Financial arrangements
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Dependent on the circumstances the local authority may choose to charge parents who have parental responsibility towards the cost of their child being accommodated under section 20.

Further information
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If you have any questions please ask your social worker or your child’s independent reviewing officer.  If you would like further information which is independent of the local authority go to:

http://www.frg.org.uk/need-help-or-advice/advice-sheets or call the Family Rights Group on 08088010366.

Legal advice
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You are entitled to take your own legal advice about agreeing to your child being looked after by the local authority.  There is a Law Society website where you can find details of local solicitors who specialise in matters relating to children at:

http://solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk
If you have difficulty with this please let your social worker know and they will provide you with a list of suitable solicitors.




