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	The following assessment has been devised having considered the checklist in patterns and outcomes in child placement, produced by the Department of Health and published in 1991 and from the BAAF publication Siblings; Together or apart first published in 2001.


	1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION OF SIBLINGS



	FAMILY BACKGROUND & MAKE UP (include genograms) :



	REASON THAT THE CHILDREN ARE LOOKED AFTER?


	ANY AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS EACH OTHER? (please describe as fully as possible)


	ANY SUBSTANCE MISUSE? (within the family and between the siblings)


	ANY CRIMINAL ACTIVITY ON OWN OR WITH SIBLING?



	ANY INAPPROPRIATE SEXUALISED BEHAVIOUR ON OWN OR TOWARDS SIBLING? Examples of this behaviour


	ANY DIAGNOSED MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES? (Within the family or in respect of any of the siblings)


	ANY DISABILITIES? (Within the family or in respect of any of the siblings)


	ANY OTHER INCIDENTS BETWEEN SIBLINGS?




	2. SPECIFIC NEEDS OF EACH CHILD



	HEALTH NEEDS TO INCLUDE SPECIAL DIETS, DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES, AND DISABILITIES.



	EDUCATION NEEDS IE SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS, CURRENT SCHOOL.



	EMOTIONAL NEEDS



	BEHAVIOUR OF EACH SIBLING Examples of this behaviour


	SOCIAL ACTIVITIES AND FRIENDSHIPS



	VIEWS OF EACH SIBLING (about the other sibling(s) and their birth family)


	VIEWS OF BIRTH FAMILY (about each sibling and their relationship with each other)



	3. FUNCTIONS OF THE SIBLINGS THEIR FAMILY AND ATTACHMENT STYLES



	ATTACHMENT STYLES OF EACH SIBLING IN RELATION TO PARENTS/CARERS


	ATTACHMENT STYLES WITH EACH OTHER



	DO THEY PROTECT EACH OTHER?



	DO THE SIBLINGS HELP OR TEACH EACH OTHER?


	DO THEY RECOGNISE SIBLINGS IN DISTRESS AND OFFER COMFORT?



	DO THEY ACCEPT COMFORT FROM SIBLINGS?



	WHICH SIBLING INITIATES PLAY? WHO DO THEY MOST PLAY WITH? 



	OPENLY SHOWS AFFECTION? (to each other/carers/other children in placement)


	MISS SIBLINGS WHEN APART?



	DO THEY THINK AND LOOK ALIKE?



	DO THEY IMITATE EACH OTHER?



	SIBLINGS VIEWS OF THEIR OWN RELATIONSHIPS?


	ANY MODELLING OF DYSFUNCTIONAL PARENTAL BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS SIBLINGS?


	CAN THEY FORM NEW ATTACHMENTS?

INCLUDE OBSERVATIONS FROM OTHER PROFESSIONALS WHO HAVE SEEN THEM TOGETHER AND APART.




	4. WISHES AND FEELINGS OF THE FAMILY AND CARERS


	EACH CHILD’S WISHES AND FEELINGS TOWARDS OTHER SIBLINGS?



	EACH CHILD’S WISHES AND FEELINGS TOWARDS PARENTS?



	DO THEY HAVE POSITIVE EARLY MEMORIES OF SIBLINGS, GIVE EXAMPLES?



	WHAT DO THEY LIKE ABOUT OTHER SIBLINGS?



	DO THEY WORRY ABOUT OTHER SIBLINGS?



	WHAT DO THEY WANT TO HAPPEN?



	BIRTH PARENTS VIEWS



	SCHOOL’S VIEWS



	EXPERT OPINIONS



	FOSTER CARERS VIEWS



	HEALTH VIEWS




	5. RESOURCES AVAILABLE AND FUTURE PLANS



	CONSIDERATION IF PLACED TOGETHER - EG PERMANENCE, CARE PLAN, SCHOOL.



	CONSIDERATION IF SEPARATED – EG PERMANENCE, CARE PLAN, SCHOOL, CONTACT, ADOPTION, WHICH SIBLING TO SEPARARTE.



	IS THERE ANY OTHER WORK TO BE DONE TO MAINTAIN/SUPPORT/BUILD SIBLING RELATIONSHIPS AND WHAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE (E.g. CAMHS, Relate, targeted support?)


	WHAT HAS BEEN DONE ALREADY TO MAINTAIN RELATIONSHIPS?




	6. ANALYSIS TO INFORM DECISION (on the basis of the evidence in this assessment sum up the positives and negatives that this relationship holds to the siblings)


	· Have you considered the BAAF publication siblings together or apart 

· Have you considered the research from Jenifer Wakelyn http://taviporttest.da.ulcc.ac.uk/



	7. THE CONCLUSION OF THE ASSESSMENT (based upon the evidence what outcome do you think is best for these children and why?) 
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DATE COMPLETED........................................ BY WHOM.......................





CHILD A........................................................... DOB....................................





CHILD B.......................................................... .DOB....................................
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