



The Safety House

This tool was developed by Sonja Parker from Perth. It helps to represent and communicate how safe a child feels in their own home and what would be involved to improve this. It can be used with children who are not living with parents/carers at home in order to plan for reunification. Progress can also be assessed by changes in the safety house drawing. It is a key part of safety

planning.

A picture of a house with a roof, path and garden are drawn for this tool. Usually the house and garden are divided into sections and the child will describe who they would like to be living with,

who can visit and stay over and who is not allowed to come into the house. Safety rules are devised and put into the roof of the house and details of what happens in the house and what people do will be discussed. The house can also introduce scales to the child by using the path as an indicator of how ready the child is to return home.

This process is undertaken with the full knowledge of parents/carers and the children are told it is to help to create a new set of rules for their family so everyone knows the children are safe and happy.

The diagram below outlines the main categories of the safety house (Parker 2009, cited by

Turnell 2012).
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