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Introduction

Section B of Form C comprises a descriptive and evaluative report of the individuals involved in the assessment (child, applicant/s, and birth family) and analysis of their needs and abilities in relation to the placement in question. 

Please complete a separate section B1 for each child and B2 where necessary.
Sections

B1 – Child 

B2 – Birth family 

B3 – Applicant/s 

B4 – Capacity to parent the child
B5 – Post-placement considerations 

B6 – Applicant’s report
B7 – Summary and recommendations
Child 1
	Name
	

	Date of birth
	


Physical description and personality
	Please give a physical description of the child and include a current photo 

	

	Please describe the child’s personality, likes, dislikes and interests

	


Chronology of the child’s care since birth
(Include any periods looked after by the local authority)
	Age of child (yrs & mths)
	From
	To
	Placement details

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Health
	Describe the child’s health history, current needs (including any treatment the child is receiving) and what is required to meet these

	


Education

	The child’s current school

	

	Does the child have a statement of needs under the Education Act 1996?

	Yes/No (If yes, provide details)

	Does the child require additional help in school?

	Yes/No (If yes, provide details)

	Describe the child’s educational needs and what is required to meet these

	


For special guardianship order (SGO) applications only – all school placements, including playgroup and nursery provision with dates and the child’s educational achievements
	From 
	To
	Name of provider and address
	Type of educational provision and achievements

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Emotional and behavioural development
	Describe the child’s emotional and behavioural development and what is required to meet any needs arising from this

	


Identity

	Describe the child’s identity (including ethnic origin and cultural and linguistic background) and what is required to meet any needs arising from this. Provide information about the child’s religious persuasion and include details of baptism, confirmation or equivalent ceremonies

	


Family and social relationships
	Describe the child’s current and historical relationships with family members and others who the local authority consider relevant

	

	What are the current arrangements for contact between the child and family members and others whom the local authority considers relevant? Who is responsible for arranging and supporting these arrangements?

	

	What are the proposed future arrangements for contact between the child and family members and others whom the local authority considers relevant? Who will be responsible for setting up and supporting these arrangements?

	


Social presentation

	Describe the child’s social presentation and what is required to meet any needs arising from this

	


Self-care skills
	What are the child’s self-care skills and what is required to meet any needs arising from these?

	


Reasons for proposed placement

	Why is the child unable to live with a birth parent currently? What are the identified risks? What is required from the carer to keep the child safe from these risks? 

	


Wishes and feelings of the child
	What are the child’s wishes and feelings in relation to any proposed plans, including plans for contact, and in relation to his or her religious and cultural upbringing? Please include the date on which the child’s wishes and feelings were ascertained.

	


Birth parents’ background and history
Birth mother

	Physical description, including photograph where available

	

	Please describe the birth mother’s racial origin and cultural and linguistic background, including her religious persuasion

	

	Please describe the birth mother’s health history, including details of any serious physical or mental illness, any hereditary disease, disorder or disability

	

	Please describe the birth mother’s educational history

	

	Please describe the birth mother’s employment history

	

	Please give a description of the birth mother’s personality and interests

	


Birth father

	Physical description, including photograph where available

	

	Please describe the birth father’s racial origin and cultural and linguistic background, including his religious persuasion

	

	Please describe the birth father’s health history, including details of any serious physical or mental illness, any hereditary disease, disorder or disability

	

	Please describe the birth father’s educational history

	

	Please describe the birth father’s employment history

	

	Please give a description of the birth father’s personality and interests

	


Birth parents’ relationship

	Please describe the past and present relationship between the birth parents

	


Parental responsibility

	Provide details of whether the child’s parents were married to each other at the time of the child’s birth or whether they have subsequently married and whether they are divorced or separated

	

	Date of marriage
	

	If the parents were not married, please indicate if the birth father has parental responsibility and how this was acquired

	

	If the child’s parents have been previously or are currently married or civilly partnered to another person, please give dates/details

	

	Is there any other person who holds parental responsibility for the child? 
(Please include date acquired and details)

	


Views of the birth family
	What are the wishes and feelings of each parent regarding the proposed plan, including plans for contact, and in relation to the child’s religious and cultural upbringing? Please include the date on which the wishes and feelings of each parent were last ascertained

	Birth mother

	

	Birth father (of child 1)

	

	Birth father (of child 2)

	

	Birth father (of child 3)

	

	Please give an assessment of the wishes and feelings of any of the child’s relatives, or any other person the local authority considers relevant, regarding the child and the dates on which those wishes and feelings were last ascertained.

	Name
	
	Relationship
	

	

	Name
	
	Relationship
	

	

	Name
	
	Relationship
	

	


	Has a family group conference been organised? (If so, provide details including outcome. If not, explain why.)

	


For each individual applicant, provide information and evaluate the significance of the applicant’s: 

	Description of applicant and their personality

(Please give a physical description of the applicant/s, including a photograph where possible, and describe their personality and interests)

	

	Family of origin, including siblings and other significant family members 6
(Please describe family history, including: (i) particulars of their childhood and upbringing, including the strengths and difficulties of their parents or other persons who cared for them; (ii) their relationships with their parents and siblings (a chronology of life events (Section C3) must be attached); (iii) details of the parents and any siblings of the prospective special guardian, with their ages or ages at death)

	

	Other significant relationships that have influenced the applicant’s development (including any that may have ended)
(Include details of any previous marriage, civil partnership or relationship; any past issues of domestic violence)

	

	Identity (personal, class, racial and ethnic, gender, sexual, cultural, language and religious persuasion)

(This should also include the applicant’s attitudes to and experiences of diversity) 7

	

	Education
(Educational history, including their educational achievement and any specific learning difficulty or disability)

	

	Employment 2
(Their past and present employment and other sources of income)


	

	Health
(Their state of health including their physical, emotional and mental health and medical history, including any current or past issues of domestic violence, substance misuse or mental health problems and any hereditary disease, disorder or disability)

	

	Leisure and recreational interests

	

	Any other information that is relevant 

	


For couples and for single applicants, provide information and discuss the applicant’s:
Partnership status

	
	Applicant 1 
	Applicant 2

	If the applicant is married, give date and place of marriage
	
	

	If the applicant has a registered civil partnership, give date and place of registration
	
	

	If the applicant is living with a partner, date on which they set up a household together
	
	

	If the applicant is separated or divorced or has dissolved a civil partnership, give date and name of partner 
	
	

	If the applicant had set up a household with a partner, give date when this ended and name of partner
	
	


	Current adult relationships that are the basis of the household (by marriage, civil partnership, co-habitation) 
(Describe the applicant’s ability to provide a stable family environment which will promote attachments for the child(ren))
(Please describe their relationships with each other; any current or previous issues of domestic violence. Where the prospective special guardians wish to apply jointly, describe the nature of their relationship and an assessment of the stability of that relationship)

	

	Applications as sole applicant who is a member of a couple

(If the prospective special guardian is a member of a couple and is applying alone for a special guardianship order, the reasons for this)

	

	Other adults in the household 

(Describe the relationship (and likely future relationship) between the child and any other adults in the household. Include the particulars of any other adult members of the household and set out their views on the proposed arrangements. State whether there is any current or previous domestic violence between members of the household)

	

	Other children in the household 

(Describe the relationship (and likely future relationship) between the child and any other children in the household. Address the history and lifestyle of the other young people in the household, including their views on the proposed arrangements)

	

	Other adults/relatives

(Provide details of any other adults who will have regular contact with the child. Provide the particulars of other relatives (excluding birth parents and siblings) and their relationship with both the child and the applicant/s, where this is relevant)

	

	Social and support network, including the applicant’s integration into the local community

	

	Accommodation (including an evaluation of its suitability for children)
(The assessment should ensure and evidence that the accommodation and home environment is suitable with regard to the age and developmental stage of the child; health and safety report (section C9) needs to be attached.)

	

	Are there any animals in the household? Please give species, number and age and outcome of any animal questionnaire completed

	


Household finance
	
	Applicant 1
	Applicant 2

	Monthly earned income (after deductions)
	
	

	Monthly state benefits (please indicate type)
	
	

	Monthly income from any other source
	
	

	Monthly mortgage or rent payments
	
	

	Monthly council tax payments


	
	

	Any other significant regular expenditure
	
	

	Are there any significant debts or loans apart from a mortgage?
	
	


	Neighbourhood and community and its suitability for children
(Describe the nature of the neighbourhood in which the home is situated and the resources available in the community to support the child and applicant/s (including schools, recreational activities, etc.))

	


Relationships and experience
	Relationship with the child
(Provide details and give length, nature and quality of the relationship with the child, including changes over time. Provide an assessment of the child’s future relationship with the applicants and their family.)

	

	Child care experience
(Describe the applicant’s previous experience of caring for children.)

	

	Relationships

(Describe how the applicant/s relate to adults and children.)

	


Parenting capacity
	Ensuring safety

(Describe the applicant’s capacity to protect the child from harm and danger, including any person who presents a risk to them.)

	

	Health and basic care

(Including the meeting of the child’s physical needs and ensuring appropriate medical and dental care.)

	

	Education and leisure

(Providing a stimulating environment, including appropriate leisure opportunities and promoting the child’s learning and development.)

	

	Emotional and behavioural development

(Including an ability to offer guidance and set boundaries for the child and manage behaviour without the use of physical chastisement or other inappropriate methods. Provide evidence to show that the applicant can offer emotional warmth to the child.)

	

	Identity

(Including evidence that the applicant/s will value the child for who they are, take account of the wishes of the child or their parents in respect of their religious and cultural upbringing. Describe any hopes and expectations the applicant/s have for the child’s future.)

	

	Family and social relationships

(Describe the applicant’s wishes and feelings in relation to contact between the child and their relations or any other person the local authority considers relevant and their ability to promote positive contact. Where appropriate, describe the relationship of the applicants with the child’s parents.)

	

	Social presentation

(Describe the applicant’s social presentation and their ability to promote the child’s abilities in respect of social presentation.)

	

	Self-care skills

(Describe the applicant’s ability to promote the child’s self-care skills.)

	


What are the support needs of the applicant/s and how will these be met in terms of the following:
Note: Where a SGO support plan has been completed, these items can be covered in section C14 and do not need to be repeated here. 
	Financial package

	

	Practical assistance

	

	Support groups and training

	

	Managing contact arrangements

	

	Social work support

	

	Respite care, if appropriate

	

	If the local authority has decided not to provide special guardianship support services, please explain why

	


This section should be completed by the applicant/s themselves. 

The child/ren
	If the child is now living with you, briefly describe how you came to be caring for this child, including the date you were approached or offered to care, or how you came to be aware that the child is unable to live with their birth parents

	

	Describe your relationship with the child/ren. How long have you known them? How well do you know them? Is the child/ren used to visiting your home? What do you so when you spend time together?

	

	Why do you think the child/ren should live with you? If they are with you, how has it worked out so far?

	

	What risks do you think might exist for these child/ren, and how can you and your family keep them safe and secure?

	


Contact
	What are your views about the arrangements that have been made for the child/ren to have contact with their family and friends?

	

	What can you offer to help contact work well for the child/ren? What help or support do you need to do this?

	


Support
	Do you have your own worker to support you in your role? Has this been helpful?

	

	Have you been provided with written information about the child/ren and your role as their carer?

	

	Have you had the opportunity to meet with other members of your family to discuss this situation in a family group conference or other meeting? If not, would this be helpful?

	

	Have you been offered training or a support group? If not, would this be helpful?

	

	What help or support do you think you might need to help you or the child/ren?

	

	Do you have a good understanding of what will happen in the future about planning for the child’s care?

	

	Are you aware of where to go if you want advice from the local authority, or independent advice?

	

	Is there anything else you would like to say?

	


	
	Name (print)
	Signature
	Date

	Applicant 1
	
	
	

	Applicant 2
	
	
	


Summary 8
Whatever the type of placement being considered, it is necessary to address how the identified needs of the child will be met. Please describe and evaluate the following:
	What are the strengths of the applicant/s in relation to meeting the needs of the child? 

	

	What are the difficulties of the applicant/s in relation to meeting the needs of the child? 

	


	Recommendation



	


What is the most appropriate legal context? 
	What is the legal context of the proposed placement?

(Including any orders being applied for or proposed, e.g. special guardianship order, residence order or long-term fostering under care order)

	

	Are there any alternatives to the proposed legal context of the placement?

(Discuss any other orders or permanence options that would provide a suitable alternative to that proposed above.)

	

	Implications for the family

(Implications of the making of any order for: (a) the child; (b) the child’s parent; (c) the prospective special guardian and their family; and (d) any other person the local authority considers relevant)

	

	Reasons for applying for any order

(State reasons for applying for any order (e.g. special guardianship order) and extent of understanding of the nature and effect of that order/legal status and whether the carer/prospective special guardian has discussed this with the child)
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