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Providing funded formula milk for babies up to one year

Rationale- 

All mothers known to carry the HIV virus, regardless of antiretroviral therapy, and infant treatment, should be advised to exclusively formula feed from birth. 

It is well established that HIV can be transmitted from mother to child by breastfeeding. RCT evidence from Kenya puts the transmission rate at 16% over 2 years, accounting for almost half the total mother-to-child transmissions

Complete avoidance of breastfeeding removes this risk altogether and is the current standard of care in the UK. This is in line with previous WHO guidance, that exclusive feeding with infant formula milk should be recommended for women with HIV where it is affordable, feasible, acceptable, sustainable and safe.

However, it is well recognised that there may be social or financial pressures on women to breastfeed, and support of formula feeding is important.

A recent report on perinatal HIV transmission in the UK noted adverse social factors in general as a frequent factor in transmission of the virus and following this, the House of Lords recommended the provision of free infant formula milk to HIV-positive mothers who have no recourse to public funds.

In 2014 Swindon CCG agreed to fund formula milk for the small number of babies born to mothers who carry the HIV virus. 

Reference http://www.bhiva.org/documents/Guidelines/Pregnancy/2012/BHIVA-Pregnancy-guidelines-update-2014.pdf
Antenatal management-

There are well established working arrangements within the GWH Trust to manage the care of these women and their babies.  The role of the Specialist midwife includes coordinating the care for both women who are newly diagnosed with HIV in pregnancy, and those who are known to carry the virus. This involves working alongside staff in Sexual Health, Obstetrics and Paediatrics to ensure that women and their babies receive optimum care. In the UK, the rate of HIV mother to child transmission from diagnosed women was 25.6% in 1993, at which time interventions were virtually non-existent. Following the introduction of universal antenatal screening in 2000, with a subsequent high uptake of testing and specialist management, transmission rates have fallen dramatically and are now stable at an estimated 0.57%.

Funded Formula Milk Policy

For women delivering at the Great Western Hospital, an individual management plan is formulated with the woman during her pregnancy. Part of this includes careful discussion around the current UK advice to exclusively formula feed. Following the CCG decision to fund baby milk for these babies up to the age of one year, a pathway has now been developed between GWH Maternity services and SBC Health visiting team to enable this, while respecting the confidentiality of the woman and her family. 
Purpose of the Pathway
· To ensure that pregnant women known to be HIV positive at midwifery booking are made aware of this service and offered the delivery options as outlined in the ‘Flow Chart’.
· The Flow Chart and delivery arrangements have been designed to ensure the confidentiality of the mother is maintained at all times and milk can be ordered via text message, using an identification number only. The names of the mothers are only shared with relevant health professionals and not the business support staff.
· The identification number is given by the operational manager at the first contact when arrangements for delivery are confirmed.
· The option to collect from a designated base or home delivery is offered. Notification of the name of the woman to the Health Visitor only occurs if the mother gives consent at the booking.
· This information is then shared with Operational Managers and cascaded to Health Visitors as required for information only.
· Health Visitors are not required to deliver the milk
· This service is provided until the baby is 12 months old.
Appendix & Options for Delivery

Information sharing to enable women to access funded formula milk for up to one year after delivery.

	Mothers Name
	
	Mothers NHS Number
	

	Home Address


	

	Contact number
	
	Expected date of delivery
	

	Are family members aware of this entitlement?
	Yes / No
	Option for delivery of milk
	A or B

	Can this information be shared with the Health Visitor?
	Yes / No
	

	Any other relevant information


	


Options for Delivery

Option A – To Collect

 Milk can be collected from Delivery point which will either be:-

1. Children Family Centre The Meadow

2. Children and Family Centre Reuben George Hall                               
Option B – Delivered 
Milk can be delivered directly to the home address by ASDA delivery service. This will require the sharing of an address and contact number ONLY with the delivery service. A name is not required.
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Useful telephone numbers
	Jane Lyons 
Operational Manager, Early Help, Children Families and Community Health (CFCH)
	Tel: 07818510513 
email:jlyons@swindon.gov.uk


	Nicola Edwards
Operational Lead for Health Visiting, CFCH
	Tel: 07500 959177

Email: nedwards3@swindon.gov.uk

	Louise Campion
Principal Office for Health and Wellbeing, CFCH
	Tel: 07500 959188
Email: lcampion@swindon.gov.uk

	Fiona Timlett
Specialist Midwife

Great Western Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
	Tel: 01793 604850

Email: fiona.timlett@gwh.nhs.uk

	Jane Goodbun
Business Support 
The Meadow

Leigh Road, Penhill
	Tel: 01793 465050: Mobile: 07766368222

Email jgoodbun@swindon.gov.uk 
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At booking with Specialist Midwife: ‘Funded Formula Policy’ & Options for milk delivery discussed and agreed.  Information in Appendix A shared via secure email with nominated Operational Managers (Jane Lyons jlyons@swindon.gov.uk) and Nicky Edwards (nedwards3@swindon.gov.uk)





Option 2





Option 1





When Funded Formula client requires milk, client sends order via text message to:


07766368222 quoting client ID number





Milk is delivered to home address within 3 days





Milk is ordered and delivered to delivery point.


Client collects milk from agreed delivery point.


North – The Meadow, SN2 5DE


South – Reuben George – SN3 2FD











OM contacts Business Support Team (BST) @ The Meadow to request an Identification number for Funded Formula client.


BST then record clients address and telephone number, supplied by OM, against the ID number in spread sheet titled ‘Funded Formula Policy’ (Stored on N drive in HV File)








OM contacts client to give ID number and telephone number required for ordering.


Tel: 07766368222





 text Business Support Team to share address and number








BST use client ID to confirm address. Milk order placed with ASDA Home Delivery service. Client address and mobile number provided for delivery of milk. Name of client is not required or shared with delivery service
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