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DARLINGTON
BOROUGH COUNCIL




	children & ADULTS SERVICES
Assessment & Safeguarding Team
Town Hall, C Block, Feethams

Darlington, DL1 5QT

Web site: http://www.darlington.gov.uk



	
	

	<<Enter Name>>

<<Address Line 1>>

<<Address Line 2>>

<<Address Line 3>>

<<Address Line 4>>

<<Postcode>>
	Date
:

Please ask for 
:

Direct Line
:

Email Address
:

Your Reference
:

Our Reference
:

Document Name
:
	


Dear 

We have spoken today about your child(ren)’s living arrangements and discussed the following options as alternative care arrangements:

Option 1.  Family Arrangement (Informal arrangement completed by the family. Consent is not issued to the Local Authority to place the child so the child is not subject to Child Looked After Procedures)

The child will not be looked after by the Local Authority and the child’s family member identified will take responsibility for the child’s day-to-day care.

The child will not have a Looked After Child Plan, however, they may have either a Child in Need Plan or a Child Protection Plan.

The child will have an Allocated Social Worker if required who will visit your child at the home of the family member the child has been placed with by family arrangement.

Family members may be able to receive Child Benefit and Child Tax Credits in respect of the child and they will need to apply for this via the Benefits Agency in consultation with parents.

Parents should make arrangements for those other family members to receive financial support for their child as they would ordinarily do if the child was in their care. The Local Authority may under certain circumstances be able to offer some financial assistance to family members if appropriate to do so to support your child but this would not be in place of available benefits for the children such as child benefit.
Option 2.  Family and Friends Foster Care – S20

Your child can be accommodated under Section 20, which is a voluntary agreement by yourself which gives permission to your child to be Looked After by the Local Authority. You are able to withdraw consent at any time. However, the Local Authority would ask that we are given 10 days advance warning so that we can consider what other arrangements need to be made.
A family member proposed by parents will be assessed by the Local Authority to care for your child as a full time foster carer and this assessment will be presented at a Fostering Panel within 16 weeks in accordance with legal guidelines and, where appropriate, approved by the Agency Decision Maker.

Your child will then be a Looked After Child so the Local Authority will need to approve the family member as a Local Authority Foster Carer.

Once a child is placed with a family member as a Looked After Child, they will be subjected to Looked After Reviews, Medicals and will require a Personal Education Plan.

Child Looked After meetings will be held and a Looked After Care Plan would be completed outlining a plan of support for your child whilst accommodated. As a parent you will be included fully within this process.  An Independent Reviewing Officer will be allocated to ensure that your child’s needs are addressed whilst accommodated and to ensure that all agencies are working in the best interests of the child.

Child Benefit and Child Tax Credits will not be payable, however, a weekly allowance will be paid which should be at least the minimum fostering rate.

The child’s social worker will undertake regular home visits to the child in the home in accordance with the statutory requirements.

Option 3.  Foster Placement Under Section 20 (ACCOMMODATED BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY)

Your child can be accommodated under Section 20, which is a voluntary agreement by yourself which gives permission to your child to be Looked After by the Local Authority. You are able to withdraw consent at any time. However, the Local Authority would ask that we are given 10 days advance warning so that we can consider what other arrangements need to be made.
A foster placement would be sought for your child and your child would then be deemed to be a Child Looked After by the Local Authority.
Child Looked After meetings will be held and a Looked After Care Plan would be completed outlining a plan of support for your child whilst accommodated in foster care.  As a parent you will be included fully within this process.  An Independent Reviewing Officer will be allocated to ensure that your child’s needs are addressed whilst in foster care and to ensure that all agencies are working in the best interests of the child.

Your child, as part of the Child Looked After procedures, will need to have a Looked After Medical and a Personal Educational Plan will be implemented so all of their needs are reviewed on a regular basis to ensure they are fully supported and any issues are addressed.
A Social Worker will visit the children in placement to oversee their welfare.

Following the above discussions, I ………………………………………. agree to the following placement for the child under: (please tick).  I understand the information explained to me and I am aware that I should also seek independent legal advice in regards to this matter.
	Family Arrangement [option 1]……………………
	


	Family & Friends Foster Care [s20] [option 2]…….
	


	Foster placement Under Section 20 [option 3]……
	


Parents/Social Worker to sign

Signed:


Date

Signed:


Date


Signed:


Date
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(LTI Proudly supporting those who serve.
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