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	children, families & Learning

Assessment & Safeguarding 

	  
	Town Hall, C Block
Feethams
Darlington

DL1 5QT
Web site: http://www.darlington.gov.uk


Section 20 Agreement
Child/ren: 

                                                        D.o.B 

It has been explained to me that a Section 20 Agreement involves me agreeing that my child/ren is/are being placed in *foster care/mother & baby/with family and staying there (*delete as appropriate). It has been explained that I have the following rights:-

(a)
To say no to this proposal.
(b)
To change my mind at a later date and bring the agreement to an end at any time.
(c)
To obtain legal advice about this agreement.
(d)
For the agreement to be kept under review and specifically to be considered by an Independent Reviewing Officer at each Looked After Child Review.
I have read this document and I agree to its terms.
I agree to my child/ren _____________________________________ being accommodated by Darlington Borough Council.
Signed:





Name Printed: 
Date: 
TO BE SIGNED BY THE PROFESSIONAL OBTAINING CONSENT

1. I am satisfied that the parent (name) _______________________________ signing this document has the capacity to do so.

2. That having that capacity, the consent is informed consent, I consider that; 

· (parent name) ______________________________________ fully understands the consequences of giving consent.
· (parent name) ______________________________________ fully appreciates the range of choice available and the consequences of refusal as well as giving consent.
· (parent name) _______________________________________ is in possession of all the facts and issues material to the giving of consent.
3. I have given full consideration as to whether it is necessary and proportionate for (child/ren name) _____________________________________________________to be in foster care and have considered particularly:

· The current physical and psychological state of the parent.
· If they have a solicitor, have they been encouraged to seek legal advice and/or advice from family or friends.
· If it is necessary for the safety of the child/ren to be removed at this time.
· Whether it would be fairer in this case for this matter to be the subject of a court order rather than an agreement.
In considering all of these matters, it is my professional view that voluntary accommodation of my child/ren is necessary.
Signed:

Position: 

Dated:  
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