
 

Management guidance for reviewing the use of section 20  

 

 

Guidance and Templates can be found on Trix:  https://www.proceduresonline.com/westsussex/cs/local_resources.html 

Note: there is a separate form for a young person to sign themselves if over the age of 16 – a certification by the social worker is also required. 

Also:  UASC procedures differ slightly so please ensure you are updated with the agreed guidance. 

Section 20 should only be used in exceptional circumstances and should ideally not be used any longer than 12 weeks – if rehabilitation is not 
possible within that timeframe then you need to consider booking into Gateway and trigger parallel planning for alternative permanency.  
 
When reviewing the use of section 20 there are some key questions that need to be answered: 
 

1. Does the parent (s) have the capacity to make an informed decision to give consent – have they been advised they can seek their own legal 
advice? 

2. Does the parent (s) understand what is being asked of them? 
3. Has the parent been advised that they are able to say No and that they have a right to later object and seek the return of their child at any 

time? 
4. The consent has been given freely and not under duress  
5. The parents have not been threatened with care proceedings being initiated if they do not agree to section 20  
6. Is the use of section 20 proportion and necessary? 
7. If one or both parents withdraw section 20 consent, would the LA take the matter to court?   
 

Management oversight at regular intervals to ensure our planning is on track is required by way of a case note on each child’s file – a rationale is 
required to explain if one holder of PR has given their consent.  
 
Circumstances when the use of section 20 needs to be reviewed include:  

- When there is a change of care plan 
- When there is a change of placement  
- When there is any disagreement between parents regarding the care plan that cannot be resolved informally  
- When the IRO highlights concerns  

 
Frequency for renewing consent: minimum every 12 months  
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