GUIDELINES FOR DRAWING UP A FINAL CARE PLAN FOR CARE PROCEEDINGS WHEN LONG TERM FOSTERING IS THE PLAN
CASE NUMBER

IN THE FAMILY COURT AT BRISTOL/WESTON-SUPER-MARE
IN THE MATTER OF SECTION 31A CHILDREN ACT 1989

AND IN THE MATTER OF [NAME OF CHILD] (DATE OF BIRTH)
B E T W E E N
NORTH SOMERSET COUNCIL
Applicant
-and-
- - - - - - - - - - ----
First Respondent
-and-

- - - - - - - - - - ----
Second Respondent
-and-

- - - - - - - - - - ----
(through his/her/their Children’s Guardian)

Third/Fourth/Fifth Respondent(s)
____________________________________

FINAL CARE PLAN
____________________________________

1.
This is the Final Care Plan for [insert child’s name] who was born on [insert date of birth].
2.
This Care Plan is prepared for the Final Hearing of the case.

3.
This Care Plan is dated [insert date of Care Plan].
4.
This Care Plan is prepared by [insert name of author].
ALL THE HEADINGS AND SUB-HEADINGS BELOW SHOULD BE DUPLICATED IN YOUR CARE PLAN AS THEY APPEAR BELOW.  DO NOT ALTER THE WORDING OR DELETE ANY OF THE SUB-HEADINGS.  YOU WILL NEED TO INSERT THE RELEVANT INFORMATION FOR EACH CHILD BELOW THE SUB-HEADING.  A SEPARATE CARE PLAN MUST BE COMPLETED FOR EACH CHILD.
Guidance in this Care Plan appears in red font and must be deleted from your final Plan.
Examples in this Care Plan appear in blue font. If adopting the example paragraphs, you must ensure that these are adapted as appropriate.
1.
OVERALL AIM
This is where you state your overall plan for the child (long term foster placement/placement with a view to reunification) and the purpose of the plan i.e. to keep the child safe from exposure to significant harm or risk of significant harm.
1.1 The plan for [insert child’s name] is that s/he will remain in a long term foster placement with his/her current carers/identified foster carers who have been confirmed as a long term match for him/her. 
1.2 [Insert child’s name] is unable to return to the care of his/her parent. Parenting Assessments which have been completed within the course of the care proceedings concerning [insert child’s name] identify that neither parent is able to meet [insert child’s name] nor or in the future due to concerns regarding [insert the principal issues of concern]. 

1.3 No other family member has been identified as being able or suitable to provide long term care to [insert child’s name]. [Insert child’s name] needs to be able to develop and grow in a safe and secure environment where he/she is protected from exposure to harm or the risk of harm, where his/her needs are met on a consistent and maintained basis and where he/she has a carer who prioritises his/her needs at all times.

1.4 [Insert child’s name] is [insert child’s age] years old and it is not realistic to consider adoption as a long term care option. However, [insert child’s name] needs permanency and long term fostering offers him/her the most realistic opportunity to achieve this.
1.5 [Insert child’s name] foster carers are able to provide a secure home environment where his/her physical, emotional, educational, and social needs will be met to a high standard. The foster carers have demonstrated this in the period since he/she was placed in their care and they are committed to caring for [insert child’s name] in the long term. 
2.
CHILD’S NEEDS, INCLUDING CONTACT
This should include all the identified needs i.e. not just the ones listed above. These should already be part of the child’s LCS care plan)

2.1
The child’s identified needs, including needs arising from race, culture, religion or language, special education, health or disability.

2.1.1

2.2
The extent to which the wishes and views of the child have been obtained and acted upon.
2.2.1
[Insert child’s name] has said if s/he cannot return to the care of his/her parents, s/he would like to remain in his/her current foster placement. 
2.2.2
[Insert child’s name] wishes and feelings have been obtained on a regular basis, most recently on [insert date of most recent wishes and feelings work]. He/she would wish [outline the child’s wishes and feelings regarding contact with his/her parents and wider family, and care arrangements].
2.2.3
[Insert child’s name] is settled in his/her current foster placement and has a positive relationship with the carers and other household members. Since living with his/her foster carers, s/he has [provide detail as to the changes observed in the child and the differences in their life as compared when living with their parent/s].
2.3
The reasons for supporting the child’s wishes and feelings or explanations of why wishes and views have not been given absolute precedence.
2.3.1
This Care Plan is consistent with [insert child’s name] wishes or feelings and the Local Authority is seeking a long term foster placement with his/her foster carers which is consistent with his/her stated wishes

 
Or
This Care Plan is unable to reflect [insert child’s name] wish to return to the care of his/her Mother/Father/parents/other family member as this would not ensure [insert child’s name] safety and wellbeing and would place him/her at risk of significant harm now and in the future.
2.3.2
[Insert child’s name] has learning difficulties/is not of an age to understand the concerns held by professionals for his/her welfare, and therefore, decisions must be made on his/her behalf.
2.4
Summary of how the child’s needs might be met.
Detail the child’s specific needs, and how and who will meet these needs. 
2.4.1

2.4.2
2.5
Arrangements for and purpose of contact in meeting the child’s needs (specifying contact relationships, e.g. parent, step-parent or other family member, former carer, friend, siblings – including those looked after who may have a separate placement); and any proposals to restrict or terminate contact.

2.5.1
The Local Authority will promote contact between [insert child’s name] and his/her Mother/Father/parents provided that this is in his/her best interests. Contact between [insert child’s name] and his/her Mother/Father/parents will help him/her retain his/her family identity and help with any sense of loss that he/she may experience as a result of being unable to live with his/her family. 
2.5.2
It is recognised that [insert child’s name] will continue to have a relationship with his/her family throughout his/her life and the Local Authority will encourage the continuation of these relationships through contact. 
2.5.3
It is proposed that [insert child’s name] will have contact with his/her Mother [insert frequency]. All contact face to face/telephone will be supervised by the Local Authority/unsupervised, and sessions will be for [insert number of hours]. If other family members are able to join the contact session, e.g. siblings, Grandparents, you must state this and how frequently they will attend.
2.5.4
It is proposed that [insert child’s name] will have contact with his/her Father [insert frequency]. All face to face/telephone contact will be supervised by the Local Authority/unsupervised, and sessions will be for [insert number of hours]. If other family members are able to join the contact session, e.g. siblings, Grandparents, you must state this and how frequently they will attend.
2.5.5
Set out detail of any other contact arrangements, e.g. with siblings, wider family members, family friends, etc.

2.5.6
The proposed contact arrangements have been identified as being in [insert child’s name] best interests on the basis of [insert reasons for recommendation].

2.5.7
The Local Authority will continue to review the quality and frequency of contact to ensure that it remains in [insert child’s name] best interests and supports his/her physical and emotional wellbeing, access to education, social network and activities and enables him/her to achieve stability within his/her foster placement. These arrangements will be reviewed through Child Looked After processes and in consultation with [insert child’s name] parents.
3.
VIEWS OF OTHERS
3.1
The extent to which the wishes and views of the child’s parents and anyone else with a sufficient interest in the child (including representatives of other agencies, current and former carers) have been obtained and acted upon.

3.1.1
[Insert Mother’s name] wishes for [set out Mother’s wishes and feelings in respect of the child’s living arrangements and contact]. These views were obtained on [insert date on which views were gathered]. 

3.1.2
[Insert Father’s name] wishes for [set out Father’s wishes and feelings in respect of the child’s living arrangements and contact]. These views were obtained on [insert date on which views were gathered]. 

3.1.3
[Insert name of any member of the wider family whose views have been obtained] wishes for [set out the family member’s wishes and feelings in respect of the child’s living arrangements and contact]. These views were obtained on [insert date on which views were gathered]. 

3.1.4
The Independent Reviewing Officer, [insert IRO name], considers that [insert child’s names]’s needs can only be met through him/her remaining in long term foster care.
3.2
The reasons for supporting these wishes and views or explanations of why the wishes and views have not been given absolute precedence.  

3.2.1
[Insert Mother’s name]’s wishes cannot be given precedence as [insert reasons why the views are not in the child’s best interests, e.g., any observations of the child before or after contact, the child’s own wishes, or preventing the parent from interrupting the placement].
3.2.2
[Insert Father’s name]’s wishes cannot be given precedence as [insert reasons why the views are not in the child’s best interests, e.g., any observations of the child before or after contact or the child’s own wishes, or preventing the parent from interrupting the placement].
4.
PLACEMENT DETAILS AND TIMETABLE
4.1
Proposed placement – type and details.

4.1.1
It is proposed that [Insert child’s name] should be placed in the care of Local Authority foster carers under a Care Order. His/her carers have been identified as being able to provide care on a long term basis to [insert child’s name].
4.2
Time that is likely to elapse before proposed placement is made.

4.2.1
[Insert Child’s name] has resided in the proposed foster placement since [insert date child moved to the placement].
Or
It is proposed that [insert child’s name] moves to the care of his/her proposed carer/s on [insert date of proposed move]. This move will take place following a period of introductions [provide an outline of the transition plan].
4.3
Likely duration of placement.

4.3.1
The plan for [insert child’s name] is that s/he will remain in this placement until s/he is 18 years old. However, it is recognised that the needs of [insert child’s name] and his/her parent/s may change over time and the care arrangements for [insert child’s name] will continue to be reviewed through Child Looked After review processes.
4.4
Arrangements for health care (including the parents’ consent to examination and treatment).

4.4.1
In the event that the Court grants a Care Order in respect of [insert child’s name], his/her day-to-day health needs will be monitored and promoted by his/her foster carers. 
4.4.2
[Insert child’s name] is registered with a GP and dentist local to his/her foster placement and routine health assessment and treatments, such as G.P. appointments for minor illnesses and routine vaccinations, will be addressed by the foster carers.
4.4.3
The Local Authority and, where possible, [insert child’s name]’s parent/s will be consulted in relation to any non-routine medical treatment.

4.4.4
[Insert child’s name]’s foster carer will make arrangements for any emergency treatment that he/she may require but will seek agreement from the Local Authority and [insert child’s name]’s parent/s at the earliest possible opportunity and when practical to do so.
4.4.5
[Insert child’s name]’s health needs will be monitored through annual Child Looked After health reviews which will inform [Insert child’s name]’s health plan. This health plan will be reviewed every 6 months at his/her Child Looked After Review.

4.4.6
[Insert child’s name]’s emotional and social needs will be monitored considered through the completion of Strengths and Difficulties questionnaires every 6 months to provide further information and help plan appropriate responses if he/she develops emotional and social problems. These needs will be considered at Child Looked After Review meetings.
4.4.7
Additional referrals will be made as a need is identified. 
4.5
Arrangements for education (including any pre-school day care/activity).

4.5.1
[Insert child’s name] is in Year [insert school year] at [insert name of school]. If the child is to change schools (e.g. moving from primary to secondary school), you should state when this is happening and where it is proposed that the child attends school. Do not identify the school if this is to remain confidential due to any risks which have been identified as being posed by the child’s parents or wider family.
4.5.2
[Insert child’s name] receives additional support within school. He/she receives [set out the additional support provided].
4.5.3
Where applicable:
[Insert child’s name] has an Education Health and Care Plan which falls for review on [insert date of review]. Pursuant to this plan, [insert child’s name] is eligible for support [set out the support].
4.5.4
Children who are Looked After by North Somerset Council are able to benefit from the services offered by the Virtual School service which consists of teachers and head teachers dedicated to promoting positive education outcomes for children who are Looked After. The Virtual School will consider whether to prioritise additional educational supports such as 1 to 1 classroom or home tutor, funding extra-curricular activities, and help identify future school if [insert child’s name] requires this.
4.5.5
[Insert child’s name] will have a Personal Education Plan (PEP) which will be reviewed every 6 months through PEP meetings. This will consider the progress that [Insert child’s name]’s is making across the school curriculum, set short and long term educating targets, and consider supports and strategies to help him/her reach his/her educational potential. Any findings will be considered at Child Looked After review meetings.
4.5.6
[Insert child’s name]’s foster carers will be able to make the day-to-day decisions regarding [Insert child’s name]’s schooling and will be the main point of contact for school staff. Any decisions concerning [Insert child’s name] education, such as changes in school, will be made following consultation with the Local Authority’s and, where possible, [Insert child’s name]’s parent/s.
4.5.7
Where appropriate and agreed by [Insert child’s name], her/her parent/s will be invited to PEP meetings and parents’ evenings and provided with a copy of school reports. 

4.6
Arrangements for re-unification/rehabilitation (if any).

4.6.1
At the time of preparing this Care Plan, it is proposed that [Insert child’s name] will remain in long term foster care until he/she reaches 18 years old. It is important that [Insert child’s name] achieves permanency through this Care Plan following a period of uncertainty due to these care proceedings. 

4.6.2
The Local Authority will keep [Insert child’s name]’s placement and care arrangements under regular review through Child Looked After processes and will consider any progress and changes made by his/her parent/s. 
4.7
Other services to be provided to the child.

4.7.1
North Somerset Council’s Resource Service offers dedicated services to the needs of children who are long term Looked After, and those who cease being Looked After their 16th birthday (leaving care services). 
As an ‘eligible’ child under the Leaving Care Provisions, 

Select correct ending of sentence:

a Pathway Plan has been prepared for [Insert child’s name] and will be filed with the Court [use if a child is already 16 at the time of the proceedings]

or 
a Pathway Plan will be prepared when the child reaches the age of 16.  
This Pathway Plan will specify in detail the services to be offered to [Insert child’s name].
The Resource Service provides a range of supports and professions including the Virtual School, specialist CLA nurse/s, CONSULT (headed by a specialist Social Worker and clinical psychologist), specialist housing officer, youth worker, young people’s communication workers, and a range of Social Workers. These resources will be available to [Insert child’s name] if needed and are able to provide continuing support once [Insert child’s name] leaves care up to the age of 21 or 25 (if in full time education).

4.7.2
State any additional services [Insert child’s name] currently accesses or whether there are any immediate plans to access additional services.
4.7.3
Referrals to other agencies will be made if a need is identified.

4.8
Other services to be provided to parents and other family members.

4.8.1
It will be important that the people working closely with [Insert child’s name] retain links with his/her parent/s. [Insert child’s name] will be the primary link to his/her parents but other professionals involved with [Insert child’s name] may also need to involve his/her parents. 
4.8.2
The Social Worker will maintain contact with [Insert child’s name]’s parent/s to ensure that they are kept up to date of [Insert child’s name]’s progress and any significant changes that occur. [Insert child’s name]’s parent/s will be consulted around planning for [Insert child’s name], including at/before Child Looked After Review meetings.
4.8.3
State any additional services each currently accesses or whether there are any immediate plans to access additional services, e.g. substance misuse support, advocacy services, therapeutic support, Family Support work, etc.
4.9
Details of proposed support services in placement for the carers.

4.9.1
[Insert child’s name]’s foster carer has an allocated Supervising Social Worker who will offer monthly supervision visits and is able to consider, alongside the foster carers, whether to access any of the range of supports available to foster carers.

4.9.2
The North Somerset Council Resource Service offers a wide range of support services to foster carers, including specialist support and advice from its CONSULT service, a range of training opportunities, a range of support groups, and access to out of hours ‘On Call’ telephone support.

4.9.3
If the child is placed with an IFA, their Supervising Social Worker will need to provide detail of the support which the agency provides and this should then be outlined here.  

4.10
Specific details of the parents’ role in day to day arrangements (if any).

4.10.1
It is not proposed that [Insert child’s name]’s parent/s will have any day to day involvement in his/her care. [Insert child’s name]’s foster carer will be responsible for all day to day arrangements.
5.
MANAGEMENT AND SUPPORT BY LOCAL AUTHORITY
5.1
Who is to be responsible for implementing the overall plan (i.e. which Social Worker in which team).

5.1.1
[Insert name of Social Worker] will be responsible for implementing this Care Plan following the making of a Care Order until such time as a Social Worker from the Resource Service is allocated to work with [insert child’s name], at which point responsibility for the implementation of the Care Plan will transfer to the newly allocated Social Worker. 
Or

[Insert name of Social Worker] from the Resource Service will be responsible for coordinating the implementation of this Care Plan.
5.2
Who is to be responsible for implementing specific tasks within the plan?
5.2.1
[Insert name of Social Worker] will be responsible for implementing this Care Plan following the making of a Care Order until such time as a Social Worker from the Resource Service is allocated to work with [insert child’s name], at which point responsibility for the implementation of the Care Plan will transfer to the newly allocated Social Worker. 
Or

[Insert name of Social Worker] from the Resource Service will be responsible for coordinating the implementation of this Care Plan.
5.2.2
Specific tasks to support this Care Plan are agreed at Child Looked After Review meetings, chaired by the Independent Reviewing Officer, [insert name of IRO]. Specific tasks will vary over time. In addition to tasks identified for the Social Worker and the foster carer, the Local Authority will draw upon the expertise of other services and partner agencies to implement these tasks.
5.2.3
Where possible, you should identify the specific tasks and who is responsible for each.
5.3
Dates of review.

5.3.1
The next Child Looked After Review meeting is planned for [insert date of review]. Subsequent review meetings will be held every six months in accordance with statutory guidelines.
5.4
Contingency plans if placement breaks down, or if preferred placement is not available.

5.4.1
If there is an indication that the placement is at risk of breakdown, a Placement Support Meeting will be convened. North Somerset Council has a range of support services available in such situations including CONSULT, family support key workers, and supervising Social Workers. These will be prioritised and a plan will be agreed to see if the placement can be maintained.

5.4.2
If a placement breakdown is inevitable, the Placement Support Meeting will consider what can be learnt from the situation and what alternative placement is required. A new referral will be made to the Children’s Placement Service and a suitable long term foster placement will be sought and a planned move will be implemented.
5.4.3
[Insert child’s name]’s parents will be kept informed of these developments and consulted with when an alternative foster placement is identified.
5.5
Arrangements for input by parents, the child and others, into the ongoing decision making process.

This will depend on your risk assessment of the parents but generally:-

5.5.1
The Local Authority will seek to maintain a positive working relationship with [Insert child’s name]’s parents, who will be routinely updated and consulted about plans through Child Looked After review processes, school PEP meetings, and attending school parents evening where appropriate. Insert child’s name]’s parents will be informed and their views obtained of any significant events or decisions that develop outside of these meetings such as a change of foster placement or non-routine medical treatments.
5.5.2
Insert child’s name]’s views and wishes will, subject to his/her age and understanding, inform decisions for him/her. Insert child’s name]’s wishes and feelings will be routinely sought by the Social Worker through regular statutory visits, Child Looked After Review processes and PEP meetings. If Insert child’s name] requires additional support in order to understand or express his/her views and wishes then additional resources can be sought such as advocacy.

5.6
Arrangements for notifying the responsible authority of disagreements about the implementation of the Care Plan or making representations or complaints.

5.6.1
In the first instance, the Social Worker will seek to resolve any disagreement with the family about the implementation of the Care Plan. Depending on the nature of the disagreement other people and interventions can be considered.  The Social Worker may consider involving the Independent Reviewing Officer, the Team Leader, the foster carers supervising Social Worker, and any advocacy service. If needed, a mediation meeting could be used to resolve significant disagreements.
5.6.2
[Insert child’s name] and his/her parents have been informed of North Somerset’s complaints procedures.
This Care Plan was prepared by [insert name], Social Worker, North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Weston-super-Mare

Telephone: 

[Insert phone number]
Signed:

…………………………………………………….
Dated:


…………………………………………………….

This Care Plan is endorsed by [insert name], Service Leader, North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Weston-super-Mare

Signed:

…………………………………………………….

Dated:


…………………………………………………….

