Case No: 

IN THE FAMILY COURT AT (INSERT PLACE)
IN THE MATTER OF (INSERT CHILD’S NAME) (D.o.B.)

IN THE MATTER OF THE CHILDREN ACT 1989

(AND IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION AND CHILDREN ACT 2002)
BETWEEN:

NORTH SOMERSET COUNCIL

Applicant

-and-

First Respondent
-and-
Second Respondent

-and-

 (via his/her/their Children’s Guardian)

Third Respondent
________________________________________________________
BALANCE SHEET
________________________________________________________

1.
This Balance Sheet sets out the realistic placement options for (insert child’s name) which have been considered as part of the Local Authority’s assessment and analyses whether each option would be suitable for and in the best interests of (insert child’s name). 
2.
The Balance Sheet also considers the support which would be available to the family if (insert child’s name) were to be returned to their care and the potential impact on (insert child’s name).
3.
The following placement options have been assessed as not suitable for this child for the following reasons:

3.1
(insert child’s name) being placed in the care of (set out placement and a summary of why it is not suitable);

3.2
(Repeat for all unsuitable placements).
4.
Placement option 1: Living with (insert summary of the placement option – this will invariably be a placement with one or both parents)
4.1
The risks posed to the child by being placed in this placement have been assessed to be:


(i)
(List the risks which have been identified)
4.2
The following support would be available to (insert carer’s name) if (insert child’s name) were to return to his/her/their care under a (insert type of Order):


(i)
(Insert the risk and outline the support):

(a)
Support from (identify the agency);
(b)
(Repeat for all supports)

(ii)
(Repeat for all risks/supports): 


(iii)
Parenting Support: 
(a)
(Detail what specific parenting support can be given e.g. Parenting Group, Family Support Worker, etc);
(iv)
Budgeting/Financial/Tenancy Support: 
(a)
(Detail the support that can be offered, e.g. advice from the Family Support Worker, Housing Support Worker; financial assistance etc);


(v)
Family Support Plan: 
(a)
(Detail how the family as a whole can provide support and be assisted to provide support, e.g., an FGC, family meetings etc). 


(vi)
Social Work Support: 
(a)
Visits to the home to monitor conditions;

(b)
General Social Work support and regular meetings to monitor the effectiveness of support and parents’ engagement;
(c)
(Detail other supports which may be available).



(vii)
Other Support:

(a)
(Detail all other sources of support, e.g. Health Visitor, nursery, Speech and Language, etc). 
4.3
The following support would be available to (Insert the child’s name):
(i)
(Detail all support which could be given for the child him or herself, e.g., SW visits, HV visits, nursery, etc). 
4.4
The benefits and detriments of this placement are as follows:
	Benefits
	Detriments

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


5.
Placement option 2: Living with (insert summary of the placement option – this will invariably be a placement with one or both parents or a family member)
5.1
The risks posed to the child by being placed in this placement have been assessed to be:


(i)
(List the risks which have been identified)
5.2
The following support would be available to (insert carer’s name – may be a family member or the other parent) if (insert child’s name) were to return to his/her/their care under a (insert type of Order):


(i)
(Insert the risk and outline the support):

(a)
Support from (identify the agency);
(b)
(Repeat for all supports)

(ii)
(Repeat for all risks/supports): 


(iii)
Parenting Support: 
(a)
(Detail what specific parenting support can be given e.g. Parenting Group, Family Support Worker, etc);

(iv)
Budgeting/Financial/Tenancy Support: 
(a)
(Detail the support that can be offered, e.g. advice from the Family Support Worker, Housing Support Worker; financial assistance etc);



(v)
Family Support Plan: 
(a)
(Detail how the family as a whole can provide support and be assisted to provide support, e.g., an FGC, family meetings etc). 


(vi)
Social Work Support: 
(a)
Visits to the home to monitor conditions;

(b)
General Social Work support and regular meetings to monitor the effectiveness of support and parents’ engagement;

(c)
(Detail other supports which may be available).



(vii)
Other Support:

(a)
(Detail all other sources of support, e.g. Health Visitor, nursery, Speech and Language, etc). 

5.3
The following support would be available to (Insert the child’s name):
(i)
(Detail all support which could be given for the child him or herself, e.g., SW visits, HV visits, nursery, etc). 

5.4
The benefits and detriments of this placement are as follows:
6.
Placement option 3: Long-term Foster Care

6.1
The risks assessed to be posed to the child if he/she remains in long term foster care are: 

(i)
(Detail the risks which would be posed to the child by this placement).

6.2
If (insert name of child) were to remain in long term foster care pursuant to a Care Order, the following support would be available to mother/father/the parents and family:

(i)
Ongoing Social Work support;

(ii)
The opportunity to liaise with the Independent Reviewing Officer through the Looked After Child Process;
(iii)
Specialist support as necessary, e.g through CONSULT or health services.
6.3
If (insert name of child) were to remain in long term foster care pursuant to a Care Order, the following support would be available to (insert name of child):

(i)
(insert frequency of visitis) visits from the Family Support Worker to undertake Wishes and Feelings work with a view to (proposals for future frequency of visits);
(ii)
Regular monitoring of his health needs through the Looked After Child Medical Reviews, with referrals to further services as deemed appropriate, for example, specialist healthcare for eczema, CAMHs;
(iii)
Regular visits from the Social Worker;

(iv)
Visits from the Health Visitor whilst he/she/they remain/s eligible;

(v)
His/Her/Their future education needs will be reviewed through the Virtual Schools services with referrals as necessary.
6.4
If (insert name of child) were to remain in long term foster care pursuant to a Care Order, the following support would be available to his foster carers:

(i)
Ongoing Social Work support through their Supervising Social Worker and (insert name of child)’s Social Worker;
(ii)
Access to training and information and resources;
(iii)
Specialist support as necessary, such as through CONSULT or health services.

6.4
The benefits and detriments of this placement are as follows:
	Benefits
	Detriments

	
	

	
	


7.
Placement option 4: Adoption

7.1
The risks posed to (insert name of child) if he/she/they is/are adopted outside of the birth family are: 


(a)
(List as appropriate). 

7.2
If (insert name of child) were to be made the subject of a Care Order and Placement Order with a Plan for adoption outside of his/her/their birth family, the following support would be available to his/her/their birth parents:


(i)
Support through the After Adoption agency;
(ii)
Social Work support whilst (insert name of child) remains a Looked After Child;
(iii)
(Detail other supports as appropriate).

7.3
If (insert name of child) were to be made the subject of a Care Order and Placement Order with a Plan for adoption outside of his/her/their birth family, the following support would be available to (insert name of child):


(i)
Pre-Adoption:
(a)
Ongoing Social Work support and Family Support Work to prepare him/her/them for adoption;

(b)
Family Support Worker to undertake Wishes and Feelings work;

(c)
The opportunity to liaise with the Independent Reviewing Officer through the Looked After Child Process;

(d)
Specialist support as necessary, e.g through CONSULT or health services.

(e)
Ongoing Health Visitor support;

(f)
His future education needs will be reviewed through the Virtual Schools services and referrals to services required will be made as required;

(g)
(Include/delete as appropriate).


(ii)
Post Adoption:



(a)
Support through the Adoption Team;

(b)
Life Story Work
(c)
(Include/delete as appropriate).
7.4
If (insert child’s name) were to be made the subject of a Care Order and Placement Order with a Plan for adoption outside of his/her/their birth family, the following support would be available to (insert child’s name) prospective adopters:


(i)
Support through the Adoption Team;
7.5
The benefits and detriments of this placement are as follows:
	Benefits
	Detriments

	
	


Signed: …………………………………………….    Dated: ……………………………….

Name: XXX (Social Worker) 
