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1. Introduction
1.1
This document sets out the policy and procedures surrounding the practice and decision-making regarding reunification of Looked After children with their parents.  The Local Authority should always consider reunification with parents when such a placement is the most suitable way of safeguarding a child’s long-term welfare.  This includes all children being looked after whilst subject to a (interim) Care Order.

1.2
The Local Authority has a primary responsibility to safeguard and promote the child’s welfare, whilst at the same time enabling and engaging parents to resume or to undertake full parental responsibility, as such as it is the children’s best interest to do so.

1.3
The Care Planning, Placement and Case Review Regulations 2010 supersedes the Placement of Children with Parents Regulations 1991.  It is replaced by Placement of a Child in Care (Part 4) with a Parent, and it applies to all children subject to an interim Care Order or Care Order, who it is proposed will stay, or are staying with a parent or person with parental responsibility for more than 24 hours.

2. Legal Context

2.1
The Local Authority’s responsibility in respect of these Regulations derives from

· Section 22 (4) and (5) of the Children Act 1989

· Part 4 (Regulations 15-20) Care Planning, Placement and Case Review Regulations 2010, Placement of a Child in Care with a Parent
2.2
The regulation relates to the placement of children subject to Interim Care Orders (Section 38 Children Act 1989) or Care Orders (Section 31 Children Act 1989) with

· Parents

· Other person with Parental Responsibility

· Person is whose favour a Residence Order or Special Guardianship Order was in force before the Care Order was made

2.3
It is not expected that children who become subject of an Interim Care Order / Care Order will be living with their parents at that time. In some (exceptional) circumstances a child/young person may have remained at home pending court proceedings and remain there after the granting of an interim care order or a child could be returned home directly after a court appearance.  In all such cases these regulations apply, and all the requirements of these regulations must be complied with (except when the placement is short notice).

Practice Guidance


If children are to remain with their parents following care proceedings an alternative legal order, such as Supervision Order, would, in most cases be more appropriate.  Any decision to consider placement with parents should be discussed with Fieldwork Manager / Safeguarding Operations Manager.

3. Application of the Regulations

3.1
These regulations apply to circumstances where children have been living away from home subject to an Interim/Care Order and who are visiting their parents for periods of over 24 hours or are returning to live with their parents under a rehabilitation plan.

3.2
The regulations are applicable when a decision has been reached with the planning process to place the child/young person with the parent, but before the child/young person is physically placed.
3.3
The Local Authority cannot place a child with a parent under these Regulations if this would be incompatible with any order made by the court under Section 34 of the Children Act 1989.

3.4
The Regulations do not cover:
· Children subject of an Emergency Protection Order (EPO)

· Children on remand

· Children accommodated under Section 20 of the Children Act 1989

· Children placed with relatives/friends

3.5
The Regulations should still be applied even if the placement of the child with his/her parents is at the court’s direction.
3.6 Placements under these regulations imply a degree of delegation of parental responsibility but this will still be shared by the Local Authority.  The Local Authority needs to negotiate with the parents, with whom the child is placed, the most appropriate arrangements for executing the respective parental responsibilities.  These arrangements should be detailed in the Placement Agreement and reviewed at the child’s Looked After review.
3.7 The Local Authority and the professional Care Team should always consider carefully whether Placement of a Child with a Parent in accordance with the 2010 Regulations is the most appropriate way to discharge their responsibilities under Section 22c (2).  If it is decided that this is the most appropriate plan, then consideration should be given as to whether the (interim) care order is still required.
3.8 In a number of cases a placement in accordance with these regulations will be part of the planned progress towards discharging the Care Order.  In which case, the aim of the plan should be to enhance the parents’ role and support the family relationships/dynamics.  Even where there is no imminent plan to discharge the order, this should be constantly reviewed and worked towards.

4. Situations covered by these Procedures / Regulations
4.1
Rehabilitation to a Parent

Where the decision has been made, during a formal Looked After Review meeting to consider returning a child to the day-to-day care of a parent on a permanent basis, the full assessment process must be completed before this decision can be finalised and the child returned home.


Given the statutory checks involved, it is unlikely that this process would be completed in less than 6 weeks.

4.2
Regular staying contact

Where it is agreed, via a formal Looked After Review or Care Team meeting that a child should have overnight stays with their parent/s for contact purposes, a full assessment must be completed prior to the stay.  In addition, if a child has a series of short pre planned placements within a period then this should be treated as a continuous placement and therefore the Regulations apply.
4.3
Holidays

Some children may not have regular contact but might accompany their parents on short holidays.  A full assessment must be completed for such situations.  Where approval is already in place (via a Placement of a Child in Care with a Parent assessment) for staying contact at the parental home, but a holiday is to be taken elsewhere, the assessment should be updated to include details of the new destination and the people resident there/or in attendance.

4.4
Assessments during Interim Care Applications

There may be occasions, when Care Proceedings are initiated, and the court grants an Interim Care Order, but the court directs that the child should remain with parents, or it is felt that it would be in the child’s best interests to remain with parents.  This should only be in exceptional cases, when this occurs, then the child will remain with their parents whilst the assessment is completed.  In such situation, the “immediate approval” form (Appendix 1e) should be signed by the Safeguarding Operations Manager / Fieldwork Manager.

4.5
Unplanned / Immediate Placements

Unplanned or immediate placements should be the exception (as in 4.4 above) but if there are extenuating/exceptional circumstances which would warrant consideration, then this should be discussed with the Fieldwork Manager / Safeguarding Operations Manager before placement takes place.  

4.6 Where an immediate placement is deemed as necessary/appropriate such as an unforeseen breakdown of a foster placement and another placement would be required.  Where the performance plan is for the child to return to his/her parents the least traumatic move for the child may be to place them back with a parent using Regulation 19.  This should only be in exceptional circumstances.
4.7 When a decision is made that Regulation 19 is proposed, the following checks must be carried out before the placement and be approved by the Safeguarding Operations Manager / Fieldwork Manager.

· Interview with parent(s) to obtain as much information as possible in relation to “Assessment of Suitability of a Parent to Care for a Child”.

· Meet with all members of the household to assess relationship and understand the family composition (particularly when domestic violence and substance misuse is an issue).
· Any criminal convictions / police intelligence relating to parents or household members.

· A full Regulation 17 assessment and a Looked After Review must take place within 10 working days of the child returning to live with a parent.

This will allow for any early identification of any difficulties/challenges and sharing of information between all parties.

· Within 10 working days of the completion of the assessment a decision must be made by the Safeguarding Operations Manager / Fieldwork Manager to confirm whether the placement should be confirmed (or not) in accordance with Regulation 19 (i.e., 20 working days from the date the child goes to live with the parent).
· If the child is to remain with the parent, the placement plan will need to be reviewed and updated (Regulation 19c (17)).

· If the decision is not to confirm the placement, it must be terminated (Regulation 19c (11)).

4.8 It is important that multi-agency professionals are given an opportunity to give their views in relation to both the assessment and the decision to place a child in care with a parent in accordance with these regulations.  The views of professionals should be incorporated into the assessment document.
4.9 If any member of the multi-agency care team does not agree with the placement, then consideration should be given to involving the impact resolution process.

5. Assessment Process
5.1
Once there has been a recommendation for a child subject to an Interim/Care Order to be placed, then an assessment needs to be completed.  This assessment should be detailed and thorough and meet the requirements set out in the Placement of a Child in Care with a Parent Regulations 2010 (Regulation 17) and which demonstrate that such a placement is consistent with the child’s welfare.

5.2
The regulations explicitly require that before a decision is made, all necessary enquiries should be made as outlined in Schedule 3 and should take into account.
· Parental capacity to care for children in relation to:

· physical needs (including appropriate medical and dental care)

· protect a child from harm (including any person who presents a risk to a child)

· home environment

· how emotional needs can be met including religion, racial origin, cultural and linguistic background and diversity

· promotion of learning and intellectual development

· regulation of child’s emotions and behaviour

· provide a stable family environment and develop secure attachments

· Parents health

· Parents family relationships and composition of the household:

· identify all members of the household

· any relationship with any person who is a part of the child

· other adults who are likely to have regular contact

· any current/previous domestic violence within the household

· Parents family history:

· Childhood

· Relationships with parents and siblings

· Educational / achievements

· Chronology of life events

· Other relations and their relationships

· Criminal convictions / police intelligence

· Employment situation / income

· Neighbourhood and resources available

Much of this information may already be available as part of assessments that have been undertaken and will just be a matter of pulling all the information together.

See Appendix 1 “Assessment of a Parents suitability of Parent to Care for a Child”.  
5.3
Consultation
5.3.1
In accordance with good practice the Local Authority must satisfy themselves that the placement of the child is suitable and that all available information is available to make such a decision.


Before making any decision, the Local Authority should ascertain the wishes and feelings of:
· the child

· his parents

· any person who is not a parent but who has Parental Responsibility

The outcome of such enquiries should be recorded within the assessment pro forma with reasons for the absence of such information when this is not available.
In making such a decision and considering the child’s welfare and safety the Local Authority must have regard to the child’s age and understanding and the child’s religious persuasion, racial origin and cultural and linguistic background.

5.3.2
Consultation with other agencies

The Local Authority must also consult with all statutory or voluntary agencies who are or may have been previously involved in the care of the child.  This will include:

· Health services: health visitors, PHN and GP and any other health services involved

· Education

· Probation

· Police

· Other council services when applicable

· Voluntary organisations

In most cases, professionals’ views will have been recorded in Care Team meetings, Planning meetings and reviews and therefore will already be known.  There will be some situations, however when additional information may be required or when an agency does not have ongoing involvement with a child/family but may have a view about the placement of a child in care with their parents.

A format for this is supplied at Appendix 2. The information obtained for this process should be incorporated into the relevant section of the assessment report.  A consent form should be completed by all adults involved in this.

5.4
Police checks

Police checks should be completed in respect of all adult household members where it is proposed the child will live.  This includes children aged 16 years and over.  Permission to obtain this information must be obtained for the authority to apply for disclosure on their behalf.

Any risks identified during this process should be considered as part of the overall risk assessment.

5.5
Responsible Authority

The decision to place a child subject to a Care Order / Interim Care Order at home is the responsibility of Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council’s Children & Young People Directorate, Preventative & Safeguarding Service subject to consideration of all the relevant information and the assessment recommendations.


The decision will be taken by the Safeguarding Operations Manager who will have to be satisfied that placing the child with their parents is the most suitable way of performing the Local Authority’s duty.


The child should not be placed until after the placement decision is made.

5.6
Notification of Placement to Other Agencies

Those agencies contacted and consulted during the assessment process should be given written notification of the placement.
The notification will include the details of the placement decision and details of where the child is to be placed.

Pro forma letter is available at Appendix 5.

5.7
Support and Supervision of Placements

The purpose of supervision is to ensure the welfare of the child continues to be appropriately provided for by the placement.  The social workers task is to monitor the child’s progress, to give advice and assistance and to work with the child and carer towards the planned objective of the placement.  As emphasised in the guidance above, great care must be taken to assess what type and level of support is needed to assist the reunification plans and safeguard the child’s future.  Support may well be needed for an extended period if the reunification plan is to succeed.


Regulation 25 requires that visits shall be made as necessary, but they should be made in every case no less than:
· Within 1 week of the start of the placement / child returned home to parents;
· In the first year of placement at intervals of not more than 6 weeks;
· In the second and subsequent years at intervals of not more than 3 months; and
· Also whenever reasonably requested by the child or parent with whom the child is placed.
Or in the case of a series of short-term placements with the same person, which may be treated as a single placement:
· Within the first 7 days of a short-term placement.
· During the first of the series of short-term placements and,

· on one other occasion while the child is placed during the series of short-term placements no later than 6 months after the first visit if the same placement.
So far as practicable arrangements should be made to see the child alone on each visit and a written report must be made of every visit using the Statutory Visit format and recorded as such in LCS.
5.8
Care Planning and Support Services (Regulation 20)

Following the assessment of the parents’ capacity to meet the child’s needs, the Local Authority and Care Team must identify and set out in the child’s Care Plan the services and other support which will be provided to the parent to meet the identified needs.  The provision of services and their effectiveness will be reviewed as part of the Care Planning and review process.


A child placed with parents under regulations continues to be a Looked After Child and must therefore be subject to the same Care Planning process and any child placed in a formal Looked After Plan.  A Placement Plan should be in place which covers the day-to-day care arrangements but in addition, when a child is placed with a parent it should also identify:
· Support services to be provided.

· The obligations of a parent to notify the Local Authority of any relevant changes in circumstances, including changes of address, changes in the household composition or any serious incident involving or impacting on the child.

· The obligations of a parent to ensure that any information relating to the child or child’s family, which was given in confidence to a parent in connection with the placement is kept confidential and is not disclosed without the consent of the responsible authority.

· The specific circumstances when it would be necessary to obtain prior approval of the responsible authority for the child to live in another household other than the parents’ household.

· Arrangements for requiring a change to the placement plan.

· Circumstances in which the placement will be terminated.

5.9
Arrangements with other Local Authorities


When children are placed with parents in the area of another Local Authority, the relevant Local Authority must be notified.


When agreement is reached that a Local Authority will supervise the placement on behalf of Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council, all relevant information must be provided.


When Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council supervises a placement on behalf of another authority, that authority must be sent copies of all reports and reviews.


Consultation should take place between the home/host authority whenever action is required in relation to a child.

5.10
Termination of Placements

A placement must be terminated if it would no longer meet the needs of the child.  Different circumstances surrounding the decision to terminate a placement will require different degrees of planning ranging from immediate action to a more planned move.

Written notification of the decision to terminate a placement must be given, so far as practicable to

· the child having regard to his age/understanding

· the person whose wishes and feelings have been sought in relation to the decision to terminate the placement

· the person with whom the child is placed

· other authorities who were notified

(See Appendix 6)

When the above circumstances apply to a child whom Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council supervises on behalf of another, Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council may remove the child immediately if it would be detrimental for the child to remain and the home authority notified immediately to make arrangements for the care of the child as such as is practicable.

5.11
Placements outside England and Wales

For placements outside England and Wales the Authority shall ensure as is practicable that the regulations are complied with as if this child were being placed in England and Wales (see LAC procedures regarding children placed outside of England / Wales).

5.12
Placement of Children over 16 years

If the decision is taken that a child subject to an Interim / Care Order should be placed with a parent, the following procedure should be carried out unless it is considered that a fuller assessment would be helpful.  A LAC Review must still be held prior to placement unless an immediate placement is required.


Minimum requirements are:

· The Local Authority will be satisfied that the placement is the best way of performing its duties and that the placement is the most suitable having regard to all the circumstances.

· For placements outside England and Wales the Authority shall ensure as far as is practicable that the regulations are complied with as if this child were being placed in England and Wales.

· If it appears that the placement no longer meets the needs of the child or places the child in danger it will be terminated.

The decision to place must be taken by the Service Manager who must be satisfied that this is the most suitable way of performing the Local Authority’s duty.

5.13
Short Term Placement
These procedures apply to a series of short-term placements with the same person where the following conditions are satisfied:

· All the placements occur within a period which does not exceed one year.

· No single placement is for the duration of more than four weeks and

· The total duration of the placements does not exceed 90 days.


Any series of short-term placements can be treated as a single placement.

6. Duration of Placement

6.1
The placement of a child with their parents under these regulations is subject to statutory review.

6.2
The statutory review will review the Care Plan for the child on each occasion.

6.3
If the child remains successfully at home for a period of 6 months, the statutory review should consider whether the child’s legal status remains appropriate and whether an application should be made for discharge of the Care Order/variation to another more appropriate legal order. This should be considered at each subsequent review.
Appendix 1(a)
Placement of a Child in Care with a Parent Assessment Checklist (Schedule 3)
Matters to be taken into account when assessing the suitability of a parent to care for a child.

1. Parental capacity
· To provide for a child’s physical needs and appropriate medical and dental care.

· To protect a child adequately from harm or danger, including any persons who present a risk of harm to the child.

· To ensure the home environment is safe.

· To ensure the child’s emotional needs are met and the child is provided with a positive sense of self, including any parenting needs arising from the child’s religious persuasion, racial origin and cultural and linguistic background and any disability the child may have.

· To promote the child’s learning and intellectual development through encouragement, cognitive stimulation and the promotion of educational success and social opportunities.

· To enable the child to regulate their emotions and behaviour, including by modelling appropriate behaviour and interactions with others.

· To provide a stable family environment to enable the child to develop and maintain secure attachments to the parent and others who provide care for the child.

2. Parental Health

This will include the parents’ physical, emotional and mental health and medical history.  This should also consider any current or past issues of domestic violence, substance misuse or mental health problems.
3. Parents’ family relationships and household composition including:

· Identity of all household members (including age and nature of relationship with the parent and each other including any sexual relationship).

· Any relationship with any person who is a parent of the child.

· Any other adults who are not a member of the household who are likely to have regular contact with the child.

· Any current or previous domestic violence between members of the household, including the parent.

4. Family History

· Parents’ childhood and upbringing including strengths and difficulties of parents’ presentation or other persons who cared for parent.

· Parents’ relationship with their own parents and siblings and their relationship with each other.

· Parents’ educational ability and any specific learning disability or difficulty.

· A chronology of significant life events.

· Other relatives and their relationships with the child and parents.

5. Criminal convictions / cautions received

6. Employment history and income

7. Neighbourhood and community resources

In relation to members of the household 18 years and under, the issues set out in paragraph 1, 2, 3 and 5 should be assessed.

8. Consultation process

· Child / young person’s views

· Parents views

· Other agency views

· Any other views needed

9. Accommodation

· Home in which the child will be living

· Bedroom and sleeping arrangements for child

Appendix 1(b)
REDCAR & CLEVELAND BOROUGH COUNCIL

PREVENTATIVE & SAFEGUARDING SERVICE

ASSESSMENT OF PARENTS

PLACEMENT OF A CHILD IN CARE WITH A PARENT

(CARE PLANNING, PLACEMENT & CASE REVIEW REGULATIONS 2010)
SECTION 1

CHILD’S FULL NAME:  





D.O.B: 
CURRENT PLACEMENT: 
LEGAL STATUS: 



DATE BECAME LOOKED AFTER:   
	PARENTS / PERSONS WITH PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

	Address:



	Full Name(s):



	Date of Birth:  

	Ethnicity: 


	Religious persuasion & degree of observance: 


	Marital Status and any previous marriages: 


	Leisure activities and interests:




SECTION 2

	Parental Capacity: Capacity to care for the child in relation to


	(i) Provide for the physical needs of the child (including appropriate medical and dental care)


	

	(ii) Protect the child from danger

(including any person who reports a risk to the child)


	

	(iii) Ensure the home environment is safe


	 

	(iv) Ensure the child’s emotional needs are met with a positive sense of self (including religious persuasion, racial origin, cultural and linguistic issues and disability)


	

	(v) Promote education and learning
(including consideration of encouragement, stimulation and promotion of educational success)


	

	(vi) Enable the child to regulate their emotions and behaviour 

(including modelling appropriate behaviour)

	

	(vii) Provide a stable family environment and maintain secure attachments

	


SECTION 3
	Parents’ Health (each parent to be assessed)


	To include:
· physical

· Emotional and mental health

· current / past issues of domestic violence / substance misuse


	 


SECTION 4

	Family Composition and Relationships



	(i) Members of the household to include dates of birth, relationships (including sexual relationships)


	

	(ii) Relationships with any person who is the parent of the child

	

	(iii) Other adults who have regular contact


	

	(iv) Current or previous domestic violence between any members of the household including the parent


	


SECTION 5

	Parental Family History (consider each parent individually)


	(i) Parents’ upbringing including strengths and difficulties


	

	(ii) Parental relationship with siblings


	

	(iii) Parents’ education / achievements (including any learning difficulty / disability


	

	(iv) Chronology of life events


	

	(v) Any other relatives and their relationship with the child and/or parent


	


SECTION 6

	Any criminal convictions / cautions (including dates of police checks)

(consider each parent individually)

	


SECTION 7

	Employment History (consider each parent individually)


	(i) Past employment


	

	(ii) Present employment


	

	(iii) Source of income


	


SECTION 8
	Neighbourhood and Environment



	· nature of the neighbours

· resources available


	


SECTION 9

	Additional Information



	(i) Accommodation

(including where the child is to sleep)


	


SECTION 10

	Consultation / Views



	(i) Details of consultation with multi-agency partners and their views of the plan

	

	(ii) Parental views of the plan

	

	(iii) Child’s views of the plan

	


SECTION 11
THE CHILD

	Details of Child’s background and reasons for Care Order:



	Child’s progress in current placement and reasons for proposal to consider placement/staying contact:



	The wishes and feelings of the child:




	Summary of assessment of potential carers:



	State the aims and objective of the proposed placement with approximate timescales (Plan should be completed for any placement change):


	Recommendations:




Social Worker            
Team Manager … 
Assistant Directors Agreement:

Signed:



Appendix 1(c)
Placement of a Child with Parent Checklist

1. Assessment which includes up to date information (see Appendix 1a/b)
2. Consultation process (see Appendix 1a/b)
a. Child

b. Parent/person with Parental Responsibility/Residence Order

c. Other agencies recently involved in the child’s welfare

d. Any other views thought to be needed

3. CRB and other Checks

4. Most recent LAC Review

5. Up to date Care Plan

6. Notification of Placement

7. Signatures of responsible Social Worker, Team Manager and signed by the Assistant Director
Appendix 1(d)
Immediate Placement of a Child with Parents Checklist

1. Appraisal of the case history and underlying factors 
2. Interview with the parent(s) or carers (gaining as much information from Schedule 3 as possible)
3. Inspection of the accommodation

4. Search of relevant information about any other persons living in the household
5. Assessment of what type of support and monitoring package is needed to safeguard the child during this period, and which agencies should be involved

6. CRB / checks undertaken immediately

7. Risk Assessment

8. Date of LAC Review (within 10 working days of placement)
9. Signatures of responsible Social Worker, Team Manager and Service Manager
10. Assistant Director to be advised.

Appendix 1(e)

REDCAR & CLEVELAND BOROUGH COUNCIL

PREVENTATIVE & SAFEGUARDING SERVICE

ASSESSMENT OF PARENTS: IMMEDIATE PLACEMENT
(CARE PLANNING, PLACEMENT & CASE REVIEW REGULATIONS 2010)

SECTION 1

CHILD’S FULL NAME:  





D.O.B:

CURRENT PLACEMENT:

LEGAL STATUS: 



DATE BECAME LOOKED AFTER: 

	PARENTS / PERSONS WITH PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

	Address:



	Full Name(s):



	Date of Birth:



	Ethnicity:



	Religious persuasion & degree of observance:



SECTION 2

	Family Composition and Relationships



	(v) Members of the household to include dates of birth, relationships (including sexual relationships)


	

	(vi) Relationships with any person who is the parent of the child


	

	(vii) Other adults who have regular contact


	

	(viii) Current or previous domestic violence between any members of the household including the parent


	


SECTION 3
	Any criminal convictions / cautions (including dates of police checks)

(consider each parent individually)

	


SECTION 4

	Additional Information



	(ii) Accommodation

(including where the child is to sleep)


	


SECTION 5

	Any known information in relation to known parenting capacity


	


SECTION 6

	Consultation / Views



	(iv) Details of consultation with multi-agency partners and their views of the plan


	

	(v) Parental views of the plan


	

	(vi) Child’s views of the plan


	


SECTION 7

THE CHILD

	Details of Child’s background and reasons for Care Order:



	Child’s progress in current placement and reasons for proposal to consider placement/staying contact:



	The wishes and feelings of the child:




	Summary of assessment of potential carers (attach assessment report):



	State the aims and objective of the proposed placement with approximate timescales (Plan should be completed for any placement change):



	Recommendations:




Social Worker ……………………………….
Team Manager ……………………………...

Service Manager  …………………………………
Agreed/Not Agreed

Appendix 2(a)
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Your Ref:





Please reply to:

Our Ref:





Telephone No:

Date:






Fax No:

The Placement of a Child in Care with a Parent: Care Planning, Placement and Case Review Regulations 2010

Enquiries and consultation prior to placement of child

Dear

	Child’s Name:
	Dob:

	Current Address:




The above child who is currently in the care of the Local Authority may be placed with:

	First Carer’s Name:
	Dob:

	Relationship to child:

	Address:



	Second Carer’s Name:
	Dob:

	Relationship to child:

	Address:




Under the Placement of a Child with a Parent (Regulations 17-20) Care Planning, Placement and Case Review Regulations 2010
In order to facilitate a full assessment of the suitability of the proposed carers, I would be grateful if you could comment using the attached schedule for guidance.

In addition, I would be grateful to have any information you may have on the suitability, or otherwise, of the placement for this child.

I enclose a stamped addressed envelope for your reply which would be appreciated before or by…………………… (within 14 days).

Yours sincerely

Social Worker

Appendix 2(b)
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Dear
The Placement of Children in Care with parents / those with parental responsibility (section 23 (5) of the Children Act 1989)
Notification of Intent to Place
Concerning: ……………..……………..…

Dob:…………………..
Current Address:……………………………………………………………………………….

In accordance with the above regulation, I am writing to inform you following an assessment under the above regulations that it is proposed to with his/her [parents’ name and address]
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
although the child will remain in care of Redcar & Cleveland Local Authority.  This placement has been agreed in accordance with the Regulations set out above and approved by the Safeguarding Operations Manager.

The address to which the child will be moving is:
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
and he/she will attend …………………………..………………….. school

If you have any additional comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Social Worker

Appendix 2(c)
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Your Ref:





Please reply to:

Our Ref:





Telephone No:

Date:






Fax No:

The Care Planning, Placement and Case Review Regulations 2010: Placement of a Child in Care with a Parent (Regulations 17-20)
Dear
Child’s Name: ………………………………….……
Dob: ……………………….

Current Address: ………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………
The above child was placed with:

Carers’ Names: ……………………………………………………………………………
on ……………………………… under the above regulations
That placement terminated on: ……………………….……..
If you wish to make any enquiries regarding the circumstances of this change in arrangements, please contact:

Social Worker: ………………………….……………………..
Tel No: ………………………………….……………………...
Yours sincerely

Social Worker

Appendix 3

On which there should be agreement with the person with who a child is to be placed

1.
The authority’s plans for the child and the objectives of the placement.

2.
The arrangements for support of the placement.

3.
Arrangements for visiting the child in connection with the supervision of the placement by the person authorised by or on behalf of the local authority or area authority, and frequency of visits and reviews of the child’s case under regulations made under section 26 of the Act (review of cases).

4.
Arrangements for contact, if any, (including prohibition of contact) in pursuance of section 34 of the Act (parental contact etc for children in care).

5.
Removal of the child from the placement in the circumstances specified in regulation 11.

6.
The need to notify the local authority of relevant changes in circumstances of the person with whom the child is placed, including any intention to change his address, changes in the household in which the child will live and any serious occurrence involving the child such as injury or death.

7.
The provision of a statement concerning the health of the child, the child’s need for health care and surveillance, and the child’s educational and the local authority’s arrangements to provide for all such needs.

8.
Any arrangements for any delegation and exercise of responsibility for consent to medical examination or treatment.

9.
The need to ensure that any information relating to any child or his family or any other person given in confidence to the person with whom the child is placed in connection with the placement is kept confidential and that such information is not disclosed to any person without the consent of the local authority.

10.
The circumstances in which it is necessary to obtain in advance the approval of the local authority for the child living, even temporarily, in a household other than the household of the person with whom the child has been placed.

11.
The arrangements for requesting a change in the agreement.

Appendix 4
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Carer agreement

Dear [name of parent/s]

I am writing to confirm arrangements for [child’s name] to live with you from [date].

This letter sets out the details of the agreement between yourself and this authority in accordance with the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review Regulations 2010.

1.
[Child’s name] will be under your day-to-day responsibility.  This authority continues to share parental responsibility and the care order remains in force.

2.
Plans for [child’s name] and the objectives of the placement are set out in the care plan attached.

3.
Arrangements to support you in caring for [child’s name] are also set out in the care plan.  The Social Worker [name of Social Worker] will offer advice and support and a supervisor will be available in his/her absence.  The telephone number of the Social Services local office is [phone number].

4.
Your agreement is given to the Social Worker to visit your home within a week of the start of the placement and subsequently as set out in the care plan.  Some unplanned visits may be made.  The purpose of the visits is to ensure that the placement continues to be in [child’s name] interests and to offer him/her and yourself support.  Your agreement is given to help arrange for the Social Worker to see [child’s name] alone when visits are made.

5.
This authority will arrange to review the placement within 3 months of it starting and thereafter not less than every 6 months.  You will be invited to participate in that review, and you are asked to agree to do so.

6.
Arrangements for personal contact, (if relevant), are set out in the care plan.

7.
This authority has a duty to move a child from the place where he or she lives if it appears that his or her welfare or safety can no longer be ensured.  Your agreement is given to abide by this decision, if it has to be taken.

8.
Your agreement is given to notify this authority of any changes in your circumstances, including any intention to change address, changes in the household and any serious matter involving [child’s name] such as injury or death.

9.
Details of [child’s name] health and of his/her need for health care are in, or attached to, the care plan.  The same applied to his/her educational needs and the authority’s arrangements to provide for them.

10.
Arrangements for consent to medical or treatment are set out in the care plan.

11.
Your agreement is given to maintain confidentiality about information given to you in confidence about [child’s name] his/her family or others and not to disclose such information to anyone without the consent of this authority.

12.
Your agreement is given to seek from this authority approval, in advance, of [child’s name] living temporarily, in a household other than yours.

13.
Financial arrangements relating to this placement are as follows.

14.
In the event that you wish to make changes to this agreement, please contact [Social Worker] immediately on …….

I would be grateful if you would sign the top copy of this letter and return it to me in the enclosed stamped addressed envelope.  The second copy is for you to keep.

If you are not happy with any of the terms of this agreement or if you have any questions about it, please let the Social Worker know.

Thank you for your help.  I hope that [child’s name] placement with you is a happy and successful one.

Yours sincerely

Signed: ………………..………..
Signed: ……….…………..
Signed: …………………….

Social Worker


Team Manager

Parent

Date: ……………………

Date: ………….………
Date: …………………

Appendix 7

Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council

Children & Young People

Care Planning, Placement and Case Review Regulations 2010
Consent to Enquiries
A separate form must be completed in respect of all persons of 16 years and over in the household.

In connection with an application for approval/registration I the undersigned agree to enquiries being made by Children’s Services and Health of any of the undermentioned:
1.
Police Authority

2.
Probation Service

3.
Health Authority/General Practitioner

4.
N.S.P.C.C.

5.
Other departments of the Authority e.g., Education

6.
Other Local Authorities

In order to ascertain their opinion about my suitability.

Signature:


……………………………………………………….

Printed Name:
……………………………………………………….

Address:


……………………………………………………….





……………………………………………………….





……………………………………………………….





…………………… Post code …………………….

Previous Address:
……………………………………………………….





……………………………………………………….





……………………………………………………….





…………………….. Post code …………………...

Date of birth:

……………………………………

Place of birth:
……………………………………

Date:



……………………………………
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