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Bradford Children’s Services 

Practice Guidance on LCS Risk Flags 

 

LCS flags can be found in the risk tab within each case on LCS. This practice guidance 

will help you understand what each flag means and when it is appropriate to use a 

flag.  

 

The Risk to Child flag is used when there has been a conviction against a child. The 

Risk to Child flag should not be used unless there is a conviction and it should only be 

entered onto LCS by the Safeguarding and Reviewing Unit. Evidence of the conviction 

is required by the Safeguarding and Reviewing before the flag can be entered.  

If you see this risk flag attached to a file, you need to make enquiries to understand 

what the risk is and the impact of this risk has on any child/young person you may be 

undertaking an assessment on. This may include undertaking a risk assessment to 

ensure that the child/young person is protected from harm and/or abuse.  

If you are aware that there has been a conviction against a person then you should 

make contact with Safeguarding and Reviewing admin and provide the name, DOB, 

LCS ID number and evidence of the conviction. 

SafeguardingRisk@bradford.gov.uk 

Link to procedures –  

1.4.37 Risks Posed by People with Convictions Against Children 

 

 

A Hazard flag is used in many different circumstances. These are listed within the drop 

down box under Hazard type. There are currently 18 Hazards listed as follows -  

 Abusive/Threatening Behaviour 

 Assisted Return – contact Immigration/Asylum Team 

 Awaiting Court Appearance 

 Concern flagged by Probation 

mailto:SafeguardingRisk@bradford.gov.uk
https://westyorkscb.proceduresonline.com/p_risks_posed.html
http://duncanson.bradford.gov.uk:10001/web/view.htm?id=4874468027e3aaf2188088&cls=com.ics.DBPerson&tab=RISKS
http://duncanson.bradford.gov.uk:10001/web/view.htm?id=4874468027e3aaf2188088&cls=com.ics.DBPerson&tab=RISKS
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 Contact Adult Protection Unit 

 Contact Child Protection Unit 

 Contact Responsible Office before contacting 

 Covid 19 

 Dangerous animal in property 

 History of Arson 

 History of being Sexually Exploited 

 History of Persistent Offending 

 History of Self Harm 

 History of Sexual Offending 

 History of Violence 

 MARAC 

 Other 

 Two Workers recommended 

 

If you choose ‘other’ then the Hazard details can be entered in free format. 

If you enter a Hazard onto a case file, then it remains an allotted task which you have 

to review and update after 6 months. When a review is due the task will appear in your 

tray. The Hazard will only end when the end date for the Hazard is complete. This is 

due to some Hazards being a temporary arrangement, and the need for the 

information being accurate on file.  

If you see this flag on a file, you need to look in the risk section of the LCS file and 

read the Hazard that is recorded to make an informed decision about what needs to 

happen next. This will need to be based on what the Hazard is, how this Hazard affects 

or impacts any assessment that you are undertaking to safeguard a child/young 

person or what measures you need to undertake to safeguard yourself. 

 

  

A MARAC flag (MRC) is used when a referral has been made to MARAC (Multi Agency 

Risk Assessment Conference). These conferences consider adults who are at risk of 

domestic abuse and the impact on children. The flag would only ever be entered onto 

the adult.  

If you see this risk flag, then there has been a referral to MARAC and domestic abuse 

is a factor in the case. Further information needs to be gathered to understand the 

context of the referral and the impact that this has on any assessment or work being 

undertaken to ensure that a child/young person is safeguarded from harm. Enquiries 

with professionals should always be made in the first instance before addressing 

anything with the service user; until you have a full understanding of the information 

you cannot make an informed decision on whether sharing the information with the 

service user places them or someone else at risk. 
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Link to procedure -  

1.4.19 Domestic Violence and Abuse  

 

 

 

A MAPPA flag (MPA) is used when someone is subject to a Multi Agency Public 

Protection Arrangements (MAPPA). This arrangement is about assessing and 

managing the risks posed by sexual and violent offenders. The flag is added by the 

Integrated Front Door.  

The MAPPA flag should alert you to the fact that someone is subject to MAPPA 

arrangements. Enquiries need to be made with Probation Services to obtain a full 

understanding of what risks are posed to children/young people, professionals and the 

community. The information from MAPPA will enable you to make an informed 

decision about how best to manage risk to undertake any required assessments. 

When working with a family where someone is subject to MAPPA there will be a 

requirement for you to attend meetings and provide updates in regard to the work you 

have undertaken. 

Link to procedure and related guidance –  

1.4.37 Risks Posed by People with Convictions Against Children 

MAPPA Guidance, 2012 (updated November 2017) (GOV.UK) 

 

 

The Allegation flag (ALG) is used when allegations have been made and substantiated 

about the individual. This flag is not related to the Local Authority Designated Officer 

(LADO) Allegations Management process and therefore no information regarding the 

LADO process should be recorded. This flag is rarely used, but may be useful in the 

event that a child has made an allegation and it has been substantiated so that there 

is easily obtainable information on the file to understand the child’s journey.  

https://westyorkscb.proceduresonline.com/p_dom_viol.html
https://westyorkscb.proceduresonline.com/p_risks_posed.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multi-agency-public-protection-arrangements-mappa--2
http://icslive/web/view.htm?id=5efdcd6e9dea2386218246&cls=com.ics.DBPerson&tab=RISKS

