
Setting up home allowance

Eligibility

Payment of a setting up home allowance (previously known as the leaving care grant) is discretionary and is based on a needs assessment. The setting up home allowance should only be used for the purpose of setting up home and funding will need to be authorised via the pathway plan and agreed at Assistant Team Manager level or above. 

For those young people who are able to access benefits, other sources of support should be accessed in the first instance. Community Care Grants via Job Centre Plus have now ended and this funding has transferred to Local Authorities. For young people living in West Berkshire, a Communities Grant should be applied for, for young people living in other areas they should contact their local authority for assistance before funding is agreed via this policy. Communities Grant (or equivalent) funding could be used particularly for items such as carpets, new white goods or decoration which could not be taken to any subsequent property. 
Spending of the setting up home allowance needs to be monitored and young people and leaving care workers need to be accountable in their spending. In most cases young people will shop with their worker in retailers that have agreed accounts with West Berkshire Council.  

A young person will need the tenancy agreement to be in their name for payment for any part of the setting up home allowance to be paid. 

Setting up home allowance will not be paid to young people who return to live with their parents/someone who previously had parental responsibility for them. It is expected that where needed, the parent will support the young person financially. 

It is expected that not all of this allowance will be paid in one instalment. For example, not many young people will enter independent accommodation straight from foster care. It is more likely that young people will enter a form of supported accommodation that will already be partly furnished. In such cases, the items required can be purchased with the remainder of the allowance being held back for when the young person moves on. 

Young people may need to access the setting up allowance at different times. For young people who move up through higher education they may not access the majority of their allowance if they live in furnished student accommodation. Such young people can ask to have access to their setting up home allowance once they have left university up to 6 months after their leaving date. This will need to be agreed in the final pathway plan. 

A moving in checklist should be completed for every young person when they move accommodation. This checklist incorporates the items entitled to within the setting up home allowance as well as reminders for utilities bills etc. (see appendix 1)

Removals

Bin bags should not be used to move young people’s belongings. The leaving care team have a supply of holdalls/bags that can be loaned for a move if required. 

Funding for a one off removal cost can be met by the leaving care team. Funding for subsequent removal costs should be made via budgeting loans from the social fund or the young person should save up for this. 

Storage costs

In exceptional circumstances the leaving care team will store items where young people require this. For example when entering custody or faced with homelessness. However this is not guaranteed and young people should make plans for their own belongings. Where storage is provided an inventory checklist and authorisation needs to be completed and signed by the young person (see appendix 2). Young people retain responsibility for the storage of their possessions. Items left in storage for 2 months after the end of a young person’s involvement with leaving care will be donated to charity unless prior agreement has been made. 
TV licences

All care leavers are entitled to their first years TV licence paid for by the leaving care team. Young people will need to budget for subsequent years TV licensing and should be advised of the different ways of paying this. See https://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/pay/payment-methods/index.aspx
Home contents insurance
The leaving care team will pay for one year’s basic contents insurance. Young people will need to budget for subsequent years premiums themselves. 
First aid kit/safety 
All young people moving into independent accommodation will be provided with a basic first aid kit. Those living in supported housing should be able to access first aid provisions via the staff/host/carer. Young people should all be offered the chance to attend a basic first aid course. 

All young people should be made aware of fire evacuation procedures and those in independent living should be offered a visit from the fire service who can advise on fire safety/alarms. 

Accommodation should be safe. If a key chain or peep hole is not available, then a key chain will be purchased with the landlord’s permission.
Financial costs:
	Cost
	Item
	notes

	£145.50
	TV licence- 1st years TV licence
	

	£8.00
	Basic first aid kit
	To be provided by the LCT

	£50
	1st years contents insurance


	Paid by LCT

	£35
	Start up kit


	Washing up liquid, cleaners, cloths, washing detergent, toilet rolls, basic kitchen items

	£20
	Start up food items


	Basics such as cooking oil, bread, cereal, milk, tea, coffee, sugar

	£15.00
	DIY kit
	To be provided by the LCT

	Up to £1140
	Essential items (see checklist) & £50 gift
	To be agreed with young person and LCT worker

	Up to £400
	Carpets
	Carpets only provided for social housing where there is a concrete floor

	£varied
	Deposit & first months rent (if needed) on privately rented accommodation
	


Appendix 1 

Moving In

CHECK LIST

	Housing Benefit entitlement? Does HB need to be paid direct to the landlord?

	

	Water payment plan set up?

	

	Electric payment plan set up?

	

	Gas payment plan set up?

	

	Council tax single person rate applied for?

	

	Community Furniture Project


	

	Argos


	

	Discount Carpets Greenham


	

	TV License- 1st year applied for

	

	Contents Insurance- 1st year


	

	Fire service home visit needed? Booked? 


	

	First aid kit provided if in independent accommodation?
	

	Fire evacuation route discussed?


	


Appendix 2
This letter is to confirm that you are in agreement that you have given permission for The Leaving Care Team to move and/or store your belongings on your behalf. 

Please list the items that we will move/store for you below: all large items should be labelled and smaller items should be stored in labelled bags. Labels should state your name clearly. 

	Item
	Condition of item before going into storage (record any damage)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Please sign the declaration below:

I…………………………………..(name) give permission that The Leaving Care Team, on behalf of West Berkshire Council, can move/store the above items on my behalf. I understand that West Berkshire Council and any storage facility used are not responsible for any damage caused during transit or storage of these items.  

If I have not arranged collection of any stored items within 2 months of my case closing, I understand that these items will be removed and may be donated to charity.

Signed…………………………………. (young person)
Date………………….

Signed…………………………………. (worker)

Date………………….

Appendix 3
Home essentials
The lists below contain all the basic essential items that someone would need to start up in a new home. The list includes the cheapest cost we have found for that item plus a maximum amount you may spend on that item. You should discuss this with your leaving care worker and decide what you would like to buy. If you would rather have some new items, you will need to decide what you don’t want as you cannot buy everything new. 

£35 cash –start up kit
Prices listed relate to Tesco

	Item
	Cost £
	Max cost £
	Buy? cost

	Dustpan & brush
	2.47
	3.00
	

	Broom 
	2.00
	4.00
	

	Tin opener
	0.36
	1.50
	

	Baking tray
	1.71
	2.50
	

	Wooden spoon
	0.39
	0.50
	

	Cutlery tray
	2.00
	2.50
	

	Washing up bowl
	2.50
	3.00
	

	drainer
	2.00
	2.50
	

	Measuring jug
	0.35
	1.00
	

	Chopping board
	0.97
	3.50
	

	Vegetable peeler
	0.36
	2.50
	

	Knife
	0.45
	3.00
	

	Potato masher
	0.35
	1.00
	

	Cheese grater
	0.75
	2.00
	

	Toilet rolls
	1.33
	2.50
	

	Detergent
	2.00
	4.00
	

	Multi surface cleaner
	1.10
	2.00
	

	Scourers/sponges
	0.14
	1.00
	

	Jay cloths
	0.36
	1.00
	

	Rubber gloves
	0.53
	1.20
	

	Fabric conditioner
	1.00
	2.00
	

	Washing up liquid
	0.61
	1.00
	

	Toilet cleaner 
	0.64
	2.00
	

	T towels
	1.09
	3.00
	

	Glasses x4
	0.79
	3.50
	

	Total: 
	26.25
	55.70
	£


Maximum £35
£20 basic food items (provided for 1st move to semi/or independent accommodation)
	For example: bread, butter, cereal, milk, tea, coffee, sugar, squash, baked beans, cooking oil. Choice made by young person. 


£50 moving in gift payment to young people. 
	£50 will be paid direct into young person’s bank account. Receipts are not required for purchases with this money but it expected that this be used for non essential items such as mirrors, rug, paint etc. This is given once only. The young person should choose if they want this in semi independent accommodation or saved for independent living. 


Essential items

All items below will need to be purchased with a worker from Argos or the Community Furniture project using a purchase order (if not bought out of the £35 essential small items money). 

Young people may be able to buy some items with their own money and be reimbursed if receipts are provided but this needs to be agreed in advance and maximum costs apply. 

Furnished accommodation (such as Bramlings, supportive lodgings, private accommodation supplied with white goods etc)

	Item
	Cost £
	Max cost £
	Buy? cost

	Duvet
	8.99 
	20.00
	

	2 duvet covers
	20:00
	25.00
	

	2 sheets
	9.00
	12.00
	

	Set of towels
	6.99
	12.00
	

	2 pillows
	3.49
	10.00
	

	Iron
	3.96
	10.00
	

	Ironing board
	11.99
	20.00
	

	Laundry basket
	4.99
	10:00
	

	Cutlery set
	3.99
	10.00
	

	Plates/bowls
	5.99
	15:00
	

	Cups
	3.99
	5:00
	

	Kettle
	5.69
	10:00
	

	Toaster
	4.99
	10:00
	

	Bucket and mop
	4.00
	10.00
	

	Kitchen bin
	7.99
	13:00
	

	Saucepans/stockpot
	7.99
	25:00
	

	Microwave
	32.99
	35:00
	

	Vacuum Cleaner
	20.00
	45.00
	

	Clothes Airer
	8.99
	10.00
	

	Totals
	£171.02
	£307.00
	£











Maximum £240
Unfurnished accommodation

	Item
	Cost £
	Max cost £
	Buy? cost

	Bed & mattress
	175 Argos
	220.00
	

	Wardrobe
	30.00 cfp
	50:00
	

	Chest of drawers
	15.00 cfp
	30.00
	

	Cooker
	60.00 cfp
	190.00
	

	Fridge and/or Freezer
	80.00 cfp
	160.00
	

	Washing machine
	80.00 cfp
	180.00
	

	Lounge settee/chair
	38.00 cfp
	80:00
	

	Tv
	30.00 cfp
	130.00
	

	Tv stand/table
	15.00 cfp
	20:00
	

	Curtains
	£10.00 per window
	£20.00 per window
	

	Curtain poles
	8.00 each
	10.00 per window
	

	Freeview box
	18.00
	20.00
	

	
	£559
	£1110
	£










Maximum £850
Carpets will only be provided for social housing and if the property has concrete floors
Carpets maximum £400 for 1 bedroom, 1 lounge, bathroom lino and hallway. Carpets to be purchased from the Discount Carpet Warehouse. 
Total setting up home allowance permitted for an unfurnished, concrete floored 1 bed accommodation would be £ 1814






�





