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Wandsworth’s Eligibility Criteria for Disabled Children – December 2021
The Supporting Disabled Children’s Service support disabled children and young people if they are aged under 18 and live in the London Borough of Wandsworth.  The Local Authority is guided by the following principles in our work with disabled children and their families which stem from the Children Act 1989:
· The welfare of the child should be safeguarded and promoted by the provision of services.
· Recognition of the importance of the parent and families in children's lives.
· Partnership between parents and carers and local authorities and other agencies.
· Disabled children have the right to access services that all children access. Mainstream provision should work to make their services as accessible as possible to disabled children. Only when it is not possible to make a mainstream provision accessible to disabled children (e.g. play services, after school clubs, etc.), should specialist services be approached.

Legal Framework and Definition of Disability
In Wandsworth, services for children and young people with a disability are developed within the context in particular of the Children Act 1989, Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970 and the Equality Act 2010:
The Children Act 1989 says:
 a child is disabled if he is blind, deaf or dumb or suffers from mental disorder of any kind or is substantially and permanently handicapped by illness, injury or congenital deformity or such other disability as may be prescribed, and in this Part—
· “development” means physical, intellectual, emotional, social or behavioural development; and
· “health” means physical or mental health.

The definition of disability under the Equality Act 2010:
· a physical or mental impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on your ability to do normal daily activities.
· ‘substantial’ is more than minor or trivial, e.g. it takes much longer than it usually would to complete a daily task like getting dressed.
· ‘long-term’ means 12 months or more.

Eligibility for assessment
All disabled children and young people under 18 years old are entitled to an assessment of their needs. This involves gathering information about them and their family to find out what level of support they need. 
Parents, carers or any professional involved with the family, as well as the disabled child or young person themselves (providing they are over 16 years of age), can ask for an assessment if they feel that the above criteria apply. 
Most children in Wandsworth who require services will receive them through universal-type provision (e.g. schools and GPs) within their local community and therefore they may not need or their families may not want to have an assessment. The same should be true for any disabled child. 
If your child’s needs cannot be supported by access to the services outlined above, for example, if your child has a severe and permanent disability that means that your child needs access to specialist services, a social worker from  the Supporting Disabled Children’s Service will work with you to consider how best to support you and your child, this may include support services such as parenting advice, specialist play activities, short breaks and respite care. 
The law gives the Local Authority a duty to provide services to disabled children where it is necessary as opposed to desirable to do so. In reaching that decision, the council has to take account of its limited resources in identifying and providing services for children.  To meet the needs of disabled children and their families, the Supporting Disabled Children’s Service have to be as fair and as consistent as we can in assessing and allocating services. (*Formulate link). 
It is important for you to know that rigid eligibility criteria for provision of services through the Supporting Disabled Children’s Service are not set because of the unique combination of each child's disability, the circumstances of their home life and the wider context of their social environment means that each child and family’s situation must be assessed on its merits.
Because of this, whenever we assess a disabled child’s needs we will also ask to carry out a ‘parent carer needs assessment’ for the parent or parents, so we can understand the family’s wider needs and make a decision about what level of support the family needs overall. Where there are siblings (brothers or sisters), we will also carry out any appropriate assessments for them, for example a young carer’s assessment or a child in need assessment. 
There are some factors that are recognised as placing additional stresses on families and some, or all, of the following factors may also be present for a family requesting a service and may point towards the child having eligible needs:
· Family breakdown, either imminent or likely in the future, which is due to the additional stresses caused by bringing up a child with a disability, which would be eased by the provision of a service. In this regard, the Local Authority has a duty to provide accommodation to disabled children if their family is in crisis.
· Severe challenging behaviour from a disabled child which impacts on all aspects of the child/young person’s functioning or pose a risk to self or others.
· Single carer, particularly if there are other children in the household. 
· The effect of disturbed nights on the carer and their family. 
· Impact that Moving & Handling has on the wellbeing of the carer.
· Health of the carer. 
· Number of children in the household their ages and needs. 
· The family’s own resources and/or Universal and Targeted services are unable to provide the required level of support. 
· Disabled children who have recently been subject to a child protection plan, and who remain in need of ongoing specialist services. 
· No or a limited extended family network. 
· Opportunities for a young person to gain skills and experience to support independence appropriate to their ability are not available. 
It is important to note that some disabled children may be assessed as needing specialist services other than social care, for example a child who needs support from speech and language therapy. It may also be that services can also be provided through the Family Information Service (Local Offer) website.  If this is the case, we will provide advice and guidance about how to access these services and where to find the Local Offer/ Family Information Service website.
Referral Processes
All referrals for individual disabled children are sent to the integrated Front Door who will send the referral to the Supporting Disabled Children’s Service Managers should an assessment be required. 




