
	Risk Assessment regarding a child/young person
	[image: image1.jpg]BCP

Council






	GUIDANCE
Introduction:

Risk assessments are a key part of the process of matching children and young people to carers/services who can best meet their needs. Identifying potential risks to the child/young person and possibly from their own behaviours is the first step towards managing it and improving outcomes for children in both the short and long term. It is of the utmost importance that thorough consideration is given to all aspects in connection with the requested placement/service. 
When should a risk assessment be completed?

1. When requesting a new foster care/residential placement or a change of placement
2. When requesting a service for a child, i.e. Childminder, Sessional Worker, Positive Activities, Bereavement Service or a Service involving a parent or someone with PR, for services like Parenting Assessment, Parenting Courses, etc. 

3. When a new risk is identified since previous assessment

How to complete the risk assessment?
The risk assessment needs to be written with an awareness of the reader who will not have access to RAISE or any information about the child’s history or background other than that which you provide. A complete picture of the risks and behaviours should include comments and information/evidence from partner agencies such as health and education. 
Please fill out this form honestly and factually taking into account all other agencies risk assessments such as YOT, specialist etc.
All risks must be shared with potential providers in the interests for safety of the young person and any carers/other children.



	

	Young Person’s Name:
	
	D.O.B
	

	

	Date of Risk Assessment / Review
	Completed by (Name and Job Title)

	
	

	

	What type of service/placement is requested:
	

	

	1. What is the risk to the young person and from whom? (Please complete a separate risk assessment for each person, e.g. child, parent): In considering “who” presents the risk, think about the child, young person AND family members, friends etc. discussed with the child/young person, parent etc? Does the person show insight and want to change or do they deny the behaviour? Are professionals at risk?

	

	

	

	2 When was this risk identified?


	

	

	3. What are the risks posed by the young person and how might these manifest themselves?  Please explain if the child/young person and parents are aware of the risk? Has this been discussed with them and if so what was their response? Has the risky behaviour been

	

	

	

	4. What are the risks and what type of behaviour is displayed? (e.g. violence, arson, sexual abuse, drug use, environment, etc.) Be specific about the risk and answer subsequent questions for each risk.

	

	

	

	5. Who is at risk? (e.g. family, carers, general public etc.) Who is at risk from the behaviour, i.e. carer’s, other children, general public? Please give details as to why you consider this to be the case.



	

	

	

	6. What evidence is this based on? (provide evidence for each risk listed) Evidence: This section should contain details of previous risky behaviours, for example police reports, core assessment, YOS assessment, psychologist, other? Please attach key documents or extracts relevant to risk assessment. 

	

	

	

	7. What are the “triggers” or circumstances likely to increase risk, and what factor may motivate the young person to behave this way? Please detail the frequency and severity of incidents, including how recent? What evidence is this based on? Detail previous incidents including what happened before, during and after; was there any clear motivation for the behaviour? Was the behaviour a “one-off” or have there been many incidents. How severe was the behaviour, i.e. serious, minor and how long did the behaviour go on for? Give consideration to the Location of vulnerability: Where does the behaviour occur? Is it centred to home, school or anywhere?



	

	

	

	8. What are the possible consequences of the risk? (list) Consequences: i.e. police action, placement breakdown, hospital admission, absconding etc.

	

	

	9. Action Plan – How can the risk be reduced and/or managed? Please supply ideas of how each of the risks may be managed, i.e. single placement, one to one, referral to other agencies etc. What factors may reduce risk/increase strengths in the situation? Are there any management actions which have previously reduced the risk and frequency of risks? How likely is the risk to occur? Any training available to carers to mitigate risk? What do carers do if risk increases? Who do they contact? How will risk be reviewed, date, meeting type?

	

	

	

	10. Any other information, other key agencies involved with child/young person? This is the chance to give any information which may be helpful in assessing and managing the risk and put behaviour into context. 



	

	

	

	

	Should there be any change of risks; an updated risk assessment needs to be completed.

	

	Please read and electronically sign if you are in agreement with the above Risk Assessment content.

	

	Referrer
	
	Date
	

	Team Manager

Approval 
	
	Date
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