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Home Safety Assessment (to be completed by allocated worker)
Family Details 

	Child’s Name
	

	Child’s D.O.B.
	

	Parent/carer Name
	

	Address

(including postcode)
	

	Home Number
	
	Mobile Number
	

	Child’s Health Visitor
	

	Details of Siblings (living in the same household)

	Name
	
	D.O.B.
	

	Name
	
	D.O.B.
	

	Name
	
	D.O.B.
	

	Does the family meet any of the following criteria? (please tick to confirm any/all that apply)
**Please note there is no guarantee that equipment will be allocated**

	JA/IS
	In receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance (Income Based) OR Income Support
	

	ESA
	In receipt of Employment Support Allowance (Income Related)
	

	CT
	In receipt of Child Tax Credit and have an annual gross income as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs which does not exceed £16,190.00
	

	SW
	Family currently have a Social Worker (please specify name)
	

	OT
	Other discretionary reason (please state)

	
	


	Allocated Worker Name
	

	Position
	

	Date of Assessment Visit
	


Checklist for Discussion with Parents/Carers

We cant wrap children in cotton wool but by making a few simple changes and looking at your home with a fresh set of eyes we can help greatly reduce the number of needless accidents that happen to children every year in and around the home in the UK.  Sometimes getting down on your hands and knees and seeing your home from your toddlers point of view can give valuable insight.  See what they can see and reach, what they can access or what they want to climb for. 
	KITCHEN and Dining– 76,000 under 5’s attend A&E following a burn or a scald each year.

	1
	Can children have unsupervised access to the kitchen (no safety gate/open plan)? 

	Comments:

	2
	Where do you store your household chemicals, washing products, aerosols / air freshener’s (plug in) and medication? 

Are these stored in a secure place out of the reach of children?
	Comments:

	3
	If you are using your hob which rings do you use when cooking with one or two pans?  


	Comments:

	4
	Where do you store knives and scissors? 
Are these stored out of children’s reach and secure?
	Comments:



	5
	Does the kettle have a ‘curly’ or short flexi lead and do you keep it at the back of the bench? 
	Comments:

	6
	Depending on the age of the child generate a discussion around car seats/ bouncers/ baby seats on work surfaces/ tables/ benches. 
Please ask the parent would they refrain from doing the above. 
	Comments:

	7
	When having a hot drink where do you place this? 
	Comments:



	8
	Do you hold your child when drinking hot drinks?  

Do you understand why this could be a risk?
	Comments:


	9
	How do you supervise your children while you are cooking/making hot drinks?  
Discussion around general supervision and managing this in the kitchen.
	Comments: 


	10
	When preparing and serving hot food how do you prevent burns and scalds? 

Discussion (around not spilling food/hot drink over the child or in reach of children.)
	Comments:



	11
	When warming food/bottles up for your child or baby how do you prevent hot spots?  
	Comments:



	12
	Where and when do you do your ironing? 
How can we prevent an accident occurring? 
After use where do you store the iron when it’s still hot? 


	Comments:



	13
	Are floor surfaces non-slip and securely fixed?
Discussion: rugs, mats etc
	Comments: 


	
	Recommendations for the family: 


	


	LIVING AND DINING ROOM – Most accidents to children happen in the living room.

	14
	If there are fire/heaters in the home how do you keep your child away from touching the fire/heater? 


	Comments:



	15
	Are bookshelves and large furniture items secure and not at risk from toppling?


	Comments:

 

	16
	From observation and discussions could the TV potentially cause a risk by toppling over? Or is it securely fastened?   


	Comments:

	17
	How stable is your high chair? 
If supplied with a safety harness do you use this?
	Comments:



	18
	Do you have alcohol in the home? 
If yes where do you store it? 


	Comments:



	19 
	Do you smoke? 
Where do you keep you cigarettes and nicotine replacement products?
	Comments: 



	20
	Do you smoke E cigarettes? 
If so where do you store this/keep your equipment for this? 
	Comments:



	21
	Do you use candles and keep them out of reach of children they when they are alight?
	Comments: 


	
	Recommendations for the family: 


	


	BATHROOM – 13 children under 5 die each year from drowning.

	22
	Do you have a non-slip mat in the bath?
	Comments:



	23
	Can you discuss bath time routine? (ensure during discussion parents are aware not to leave their children unsupervised)

· Are the children always supervised?

· Run the cold water tap before adding the hot? 
· Checking the temperature of the water using a thermometer.
· Never leave the bath unattended when filling or full?


	Comments:

	24
	Do you make sure that razors are kept out of reach of children?


	Comments:

	25
	Where do you keep any cleaning chemicals when in the bathroom? 
Do you leave cleaning chemicals beside or near the toilet?
	Comments:



	26
	Where do you store medicines/tablets/non-prescription products/savlon/bongela/nappy cream etc in the bathroom? 
Do you have a medicine cabinet that can be accessed by children?
	Comments:


	
	Recommendations for the family: 


	


	STAIRS - Over 40,000 children under 5 are hurt each year as a result of a fall down stairs


	27
	Do you have safety gates fitted in your home? 
	Comments:


	28
	Are the stairs free from clutter and obstacles that could cause a fall?
	Comments:


	29
	Are horizontal banisters boarded over to stop children climbing up them?
	Comments:


	30
	Are banisters rails close enough to stop children falling through?
	Comments:


	31
	Do you have good lighting on and around the stairs?
	Comments:

	32
	Are stair carpets and other carpets fixed down securely?
	Comments:

		Recommendations for the family: 

	

	 BEDROOM – 40,000 children swallow pills, chemicals, cosmetics & perfumes each year.

	33
	Is your child’s cot/bed next to a window? 
If yes do you understand the risks? 
Can it be moved? 
	Comments:
	

	34
	Are window restrictors fitted and in use?

	Comments:


	

	35
	Is your child’s cot/ bed next to a radiator? 

Comments:
	Comments:


	

	36
	Where do you store medication if any in your child’s bedroom?

	Comments: 


	

	37
	Are all the toys in your child bedroom safe/ age appropriate? 


	Comments:


	

	38
	Is there anything your child could get around their neck, blind cords, belts, scarves, cables etc.?


	Comments:

	

	39
	Is there any furniture in front of the windows? 
If yes generate a discussion around safety.  
Can this be removed? 

	Comments:


	

	40
	If you use bunk beds, are the safety board and a secure ladder in use?

	Comments:


	

	41
	Are bookshelves, drawers, wardrobes and large bedroom furniture items secure and not at risk from toppling?

	Comments:
	

	
	Recommendations for the family: 


	
	


	GENERAL – 2 million children need hospital treatment as a result of an accident at home each year.

	42
	Do you unplug phone/ laptop charges when you aren’t using them? 


	Comments:


	

	43
	Do you make sure that electric sockets are not overloaded or damaged?  
Discussion around fire risks:
	Comments:
 
	

	44
	Do you make sure that there are no trailing flexes or wires?
Generate discussion around strangulation/electric shock/trip hazards. 
	Comments:


	

	45
	Are you aware of the hazards of loose blind cords?
	Comments: 
 

	

	46
	Has the smoke alarm been checked? Is it fitted correctly and in full working order?
	Comments:


	

	47
	Have you had a fire safety check carried out by the fire brigade? 

If no complete section 6
	Comments:
	

	48
	What would you do in the event of a fire? 


	Comments:


	

	49
	Where do you store matches and lighters? (ensure these are stored out of reach of children) 
	Comments:
 

	

	50
	Do you get all of your fire/ gas appliances regularly checked? 
	Comments: 

	

	51
	Do you keep hair straighteners and tongs out of children’s reach and are they put somewhere safe to cool down after use?

	Comments:


	

	52
	Where do you keep your nappy bags? 
(Are these out of reach of children) 
	Comments:


	

	53
	If you have a dog do you ever leave the dog and your child alone together?


	Comments:


	

	54
	Do you keep small objects out of reach of children?


	Comments: 


	

	55
	Are you aware of the dangers of batteries in particular small button batteries that can be swallowed and do you keep them out of reach of children?


	Comments:
	

	56
	Are small magnets kept out of reach of small children?


	Comments:

 

	

	57
	Where do you keep bags/handbags/baby bags in your home?  
Do you have objects in these bags that could pose a risk to your children such as lighters/tablets/nappy sacks etc? 
	Comments:


	

	58
	Do you keep cosmetics and perfume out of reach?


	Comments: 

	

	59
	Do you have a first aid kit? 
	Comments:

	

	60
	Have you been on a first aid course?


	Comments:


	

	61
	If you are a tenant do you report urgent repairs to your landlord immediately?

	Comments: 


	

	62
	If you’re very young children remain in their car seat in the home they should not be seated in them for any longer than 30 minutes as they could be at risk of suffocating.


	Comments:


	

	
	Recommendations for the family: 


	
	


	Garden – 

	63
	Do you supervise your child when using a paddling pool or near any water in the garden and out and about on visits?


	Comments:


	

	64
	Do you keep children away from BBQ area?  (discuss during use and after use)
	Comments:


	

	65
	Do you have a trampoline? 
How do you supervise your children when on it? 


	Comments:


	

	66
	If your child plays on a trampoline does it have a fitted enclosure? (that is not torn ripped and is fitted correctly)
	Comments:


	

	67
	Where do you store any gardening products 
eg: weed killers/pesticides/treatments?


	Comments:


	

	68
	Where do you store gardening products? Are gardening tools/products locked away and unplugged (if electrical) when not in use by an adult?
	Comments:


	

	
	Recommendations for the family: 


	
	


	General Observations – if yes to any of these and there is there any concerns please make comments in the relevant box below and discuss further with your Early Help leader. 


	69
	Home free from pet/animal hazards including faeces / vermin / Evidence of animals in the home being well cared for.
Comments:


	Yes
	No

	70
	Home free from rubbish/clutter/ hoarding which is likely to pose a safety risk to children
Comments:


	Yes
	No

	71
	Adequate home furnishings / Basic kitchen items and provisions appropriate to children and family (eg. weaning).
Comments:


	Yes
	No

	72
	Adequate basic amenities including services to kitchen and bathroom.
Comments:


	Yes
	No

	73
	Home is warm, well ventilated and pleasant odour.
Comments:


	Yes
	No

	74
	Evidence of age appropriate supervision (also consider age appropriate babysitters and supervision around animals).
Comments:


	Yes
	No


	Safety equipment identified following the Home Safety Assessment

	Safety Gate(s)

(Must have children under the age of 2)

(Max – 2 gates)

	Bath & Shower Mat/Splats
(Max – 1 pack)
	Cupboard Locks 

(for cleaning chemicals and medications)

(Max – 2 packs)
	Corner Cushions 

(Max – 2 packs)
	Bath Thermometer 

(Max – 1)
	Cord Winders

(Max – 2 packs) 
	Hair Straightener

Pouch
(Max – 1)

	Arranged Delivery or Collection Date
	


	Section 5 – Parent/Carer Agreement

	Points 1-68 on the Home Safety Assessment checklist have been discussed with me.
	Yes
	No

	I have been advised of the delivery or collection date for safety equipment identified.
	Yes
	No

	I confirm that I have been informed that safety gates are only recommended up to the age of a 24 month old child (depending on child’s development)
	Yes
	No

	I understand that the information, advice and recommendations that I have been given is my responsibility to act upon.
	Yes
	No   

	Signature of Parent/Carer
	
	Date
	


	Section 6 – Staff Checklist
	Notes (include date of actions)

	Fire Safety Referral discussed & completed?


	

	Home Safety Assessment completed electronically on to EHM?


	

	Has all identified safety equipment been delivered or collected?  
Give details of any outstanding equipment and the reason not delivered.


	

	Did you answer yes to any of the questions in section 8 (General Observation?) If so have you discussed the outcome and the completion of home environment assessment with your supervisor?
	


Recommendations: Please complete and leave with the family
Parent/Carer Copy 
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