
Porn –- is it legal is it right?

An activity looking at the law around porn and the ethics of what people do with porn. 

This activity provides a brief factual analysis of current UK law around porn: please do not rely on this for legal advice. 
As you can see it may be possible  that young people could be committing criminal offences in their use of 
pornography. As with many offences under the Sexual Offences Act 2003, it is not the aim to criminalise non-abusive 
consensual sexual activity with young people but that doesn't mean that offences aren't being committed. So young 
people should be made aware of their legal rights. 

There are also lots of scenarios where the use of pornography by young people can be problematic: where ethics, 
morality and doing the right thing are all very important and possibly more relevant than whether something is legal 
or not. This relates to young people watching sexual images but also creating them. (You might want to use this in a 
lesson with the materials around 'Sexting')

I hope that the scenarios presented here are real and relevant to young people. They are based on stories and 
situations that I and colleagues have encountered working with young people: particularly to do with sexual activity, 
privacy, boundaries and examples of harassment. However they also raise questions around the ethics of looking at 
porn and questioning whether all porn is moral or even if it may be legal/available.

How to play
If you are using powerpoint you might want to display the 'is it legal' and then the 'remember' slide for everyone 
to read. You will need to print enough copies of 'Is It Right' for each group to have one or two copies. I ask each 
group to pick one or two scenarios that are interesting to them and ask them to follow the instructions on the 
handout and then feedback. Encourage a discussion as each group feeds back as many people may have different 



opinions. Try to focus less on the legal aspects (which can get a bit technical and dull) but more on the ethical issues.

Learning outcomes for this activity include:
• An understanding of the UK law as it relates to viewing and creating pornography 
• How pornography can be used to harass a young person or can be used as part of sexual abuse
• That many young people are perhaps unwittingly creating sexual images that are unlawful
• Privacy is very difficult to maintain in the era of the internet
• Just because porn is available and legal doesn't mean that it is necessarily right to watch it

Discussion points might include:
• If you had kids would you let them have access to porn?
• How might it feel to have a sexy image of you posted on the internet without your permission? 
• Why do people take sexy pictures of or for each other? Is there a way to make this safer?
• Do you think that there should be an age limit for watching porn? How can it be enforced?








