Dudley MBC Fostering Service
APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION TO THE USUAL FOSTERING LIMIT

FOSTER CARER EMERGENCY VARIATIONS

Version: 1 – Revised 2022

THE CHILDREN ACT 1989 (Section 63 Schedule 7) prescribes the usual fostering limit of THREE children in foster homes, except in the case of one sibling group. Local Authorities have the power to grant an exemption from the usual fostering limit. (THREE children).

THE CARE PLANNING, PLACEMENT AND CASE REVIEW (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2010 (Regulation 23) prescribes that where it is necessary to place a child in an emergency, the responsible authority may place a child with any local authority foster parent who has been approved, even if the terms of that approval are not consistent with the placement, provided that the placement is for no longer than 6 working days. When the period of 6 working days expires the responsible authority MUST terminate the placement unless the terms of that person’s approval has been amended to be consistent with the placement.
A variation of a foster carer’s approval terms may be required where the carer is having a child / young person placed outside of their approval terms, for example, if the foster carer is approved to care for 1 child and the fostering service is placing 2 children.
An exemption or variation of a foster carers approval terms should not be granted without the full knowledge and approval of the foster carer(s) who should receive a copy of the exemption / variation certificate.

Please select is this an Exemption, Variation or both

	Exemption
	
	Variation
	
	Exemption & Variation
	


	Name and address of foster carers

	

	Foster Carers current approval terms and status / Date 

	


	Name and age of foster carer’s own child(ren) living in the foster home 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Name and age and proposed plans for those children for whom exemption / variation is required.

	Name
	Age
	Plan

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	The proposed period of time the exemption / variation request is made for.

	Date: 
From:      
To: 


	Name age and proposed plans for those children already placed.

	Name
	Age
	Plan

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Are there any Risks posed to the child being placed or any other children in the household?

	


	Views of Social Worker(s) of child(ren) already in placement:

	Name
	View

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Practical arrangements for the child(ren)’s care and accommodation

	(include the management of any risks/behaviours that have been identified. Comment of sleeping arrangements)
. 



	The reason the exemption / variation is applied for

	

	Any other relevant information

	Completed by:                            Date: 


Fostering Service Manager – Agreement for Variation of Carers Approval Terms / Exemption Certificate
Please select is this an Exemption, Variation, or both
	Exemption
	
	Variation
	
	Exemption & Variation
	


	Foster Carers Name

	

	Foster Carers Address

	

	Foster Carers Current Approval Category

	

	Foster Carer proposed approval terms (following ADM decision)

	

	Current Children in Care in foster placement 

	1

2.

3.

	Details of Child(ren) relevant to this exemption / variation request.

	

	Reason for Variation / exemption and Possible Timescale

	

	Requested by:       

Name and job role:

Signature: 

Date: 

	Proposed change to foster carers approval terms / exemption Approved by Fostering Service Manager:

SM Name:   

Signature:  
Date:   

Comments:




The SSW MUST share a signed copy of this form with the foster carers and with the fostering panel advisor immediately once agreed by Service Manager for Fostering
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