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Early Permanence Screening Matrix
Guidance

If you wish to consider Early Permanence (previously known as fostering for adoption) as an option for a child at significant long term risk, please use the following matrix to support your analysis.  For further information, please refer to BCT’s procedures and consult the Coram guidance at
http://earlypermanence.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/The-role-of-Fostering-for-Adoption-in-achieving-early-permanence-for-children.pdf
	Name of Child
	
	Date of Birth
	

	Name of Social Worker 
	
	Area
	NWC/East/South

	CRITERIA

To be considered in conjunction with family assessments
	Yes
	No
	If yes, please provide brief comments on nature of risk / issue

	Repeat Instances of Significant Harm

	Parents have shown significant deficits in caring for child, or previous children and have poor or non-existent support system of relatives/friends to share parenting.
	
	
	

	Child has experienced extreme physical or sexual abuse by the parent(s) (or parents have allowed someone else to abuse the child) and must be removed from the home for safety. 
	
	
	

	Child had been abandoned at the hospital, at school, at social work offices or left with friends, relatives or unknown others
	
	
	

	After being placed in care; parent(s) disappear or attend contact rarely, erratically or not at all.
	
	
	

	There have been two separate incidents of child protection involvement or there is a chronic/historical pattern of abuse or severe neglect.
	
	
	

	Parent has killed or seriously harmed another child through abuse or neglect and no significant change has occurred since.
	
	
	

	Previous Children Temporarily or Permanently Removed

	Child or the child’s sibling(s) have been in care on at least one other occasion for a period of 3 months or more with child protection involvement 
	
	
	

	Parental rights to another child(ren) have been removed after the Court ruled that the parents had not made any significant, lifelong changes to prevent harm (e.g. Care Order,  SGO, Adoption Order etc)
	
	
	

	Parental Risks

	Parent(s) have been diagnosed with severe mental illness and have not responded to historical mental health supports. Symptoms continue which prevent the parent(s) from being able to physically and emotionally meet the needs of the child.
	
	
	

	Parent(s) have a history of substance abuse or are chemically dependent on non-prescription substances and/or have a history of treatment failures. 
	
	
	

	There is a pattern of documented domestic violence between the parents or partners and they refuse to separate. 
	
	
	

	Parent is under the age of 16 with no parenting support systems, and placement of the child and parent together has failed (or is likely to fail) due to parent’s behaviour. 
	
	
	

	Care Planning Factors

	Parent has asked to relinquish the child on more than one occasion following initial intervention.
	
	
	

	Family members have been considered / assessed and ruled out as potential carers for the child. 
	
	
	

	The other parent / putative parent has been assessed and ruled out as a potential carer for the child.
	
	
	

	Adopters of sibling(s) have been approached and do not wish to be considered to adopt the child. *
	
	
	

	*Please indicate in the comments column if siblings have been adopted and briefly note any view on whether these adopters may be considered.  The Adoption Service will make the relevant enquiries based upon the sibling’s information set out in the accompanying referral form and factor this into Early Permanence decision making.  

	Conclusion

	Based on the criteria above and the family assessment, is this an appropriate case to be considered for Early Permanence?
	Yes
	No
	

	
	
	
	

	The discussions and outcomes regarding Early Permanence should be recorded on the child’s file to evidence early care planning. 


	
	Print Name
	Signature
	Date

	Social Worker
	
	
	

	Team Manager
	
	
	


If you wish to discuss Early Permanence further or have a general enquiry about permanency care planning, please make use of the Permanence Advice Service in your area; 

South – Tuesdays from 9am – 1pm @ Lifford House - CIC Team Area;  

NWC – Tuesdays from 9am – 1pm @ New Aston House - 2nd Floor Break out Area; 

East – Wednesdays from 9am – 1pm @ Sutton New Road - 1st Floor CIC Team Area.
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