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	DUDLEY CHILDREN’S DISABILITY TEAM (CDT) SOCIAL WORK SERVICE 


CRITERIA FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF ENTITLEMENT TO SUPPORT 
FROM THE CDT SOCIAL WORK SERVICE  

1. Introduction:

This guidance explains the assessments and criteria that will generally be used to help to identify the children and young people who, as a result of their disability, meet the criteria for entitlement to support and services from Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council’s (Dudley MBC) Children’s Disability Team’s Social Work Service.

2. Assessment Requests:
(a) A request for an assessment can be made to the Front Door for any person with a disability up to the age of 18 years and who is resident within Dudley MBC’s area. The request can come from the child or young person, their parent/carer, medical and or educational professionals working with the individual or family.
(b) Front Door will determine if the child or young person is disabled, based on the information provided with the request, which may include a diagnosis of health condition, proof that they are in receipt of DWP benefits such as DLA or PIP, etc. 

(c) However, where the young person is 17 years and 3 months of age or older, the Children and Adult Social Services will work together, possibly via a joint assessment, to determine whether the young person requires support in line with the Care Act 2014.

3. Legislation:
Whenever services are provided to a child with a disability it is important to be clear about the statutory basis of the service.  
(a) Child in Need:

(i) The Children Act 1989 and its associated statutory guidance obliges local authorities must determine what services a ‘child in need’ requires, if any.  
(ii) Therefore, where Front Door has determined that a child or young person appears to be a ‘child in need’, as defined by section 17 of the Children Act 1989, it will decide on the type of assessment that is appropriate in order to identify the needs of a disabled child, for example via an ‘Early Help’ Assessment or a Section 17 Assessment, where the needs identified are more complex.  Any assessment should be aligned with and informed by any other assessments or plans that have been conducted, such as an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Needs Assessment.

(b) Disability:

(i) For the purposes of the provision of the support to children and families by local authorities outlined in Part III of the Children Act 1989, the Act states that: -

“A child is disabled if he is blind, deaf or dumb or suffers from mental disorder of any kind or is substantially and permanently handicapped by illness, injury or congenital deformity or such other disability as may be prescribed.”

(ii) The Act goes on to define the concepts of ‘substantial’ and ‘permanent’ as follows:
· Substantial means considerable or significant factors that are life changing or limiting, and might include issues to do with risk and dependency; and  

· Permanent means existing indefinitely and not expected to improve. However, there must be sufficient flexibility to take account of intermittent or episodic conditions. 


It is therefore important to distinguish between general ‘Children in Need’ services that can be delivered using Early Help support and the needs of disabled children and young people, whose severe or profound disabilities may require that a specialist service either assess and / or provide services. 
4. Criteria:
In accordance with the Children’s Act 1989, the criteria for entitlement to support from the Dudley CDT Social Work Service shall be:
(a) A child or young person has a permanent or long-term disability and meets at least one of the following criteria:

(i) A severe or profound learning disability
(ii) A severe or profound physical disability

(iii) Significant or profound sensory disability

(iv) Complex medical needs

(v) Life threatening illness

(vi) Severe communication disabilities or behavioural difficulties but related to the child’s disability

(vii) Severe developmental delay

(viii) A combination of disabilities, which individually are not severe, but together generate needs equivalent to a severe disability

(b) The above criterion is not met, in the case of the children and young people with the following: 
(i) Mental health disorders, unless it is a complex medical need or is in conjunction with a severe or profound learning, physical or communication disability

(ii) A diagnosis of ADHD or ADD, unless in conjunction with a severe or profound learning, physical or communication disability

(iii) A disability or disabilities that are not severe 

(iv) Behavioural problems due to social/environmental factors, i.e. not associated to a disability.
(c) Front Door will determine that the child or young person requires support or services available from Dudley’s CDT Social Work Service, following confirmation of medical diagnoses from a health professional.
However, where a request is made and there is a disagreement about whether it meets these criteria, the matter should be escalated by the CDT Team Manager to the respective Service Managers for consideration and, if necessary, to the respective Heads of Service.  
This should be done as quickly as possible to avoid unnecessary delay in the provision of services. 

5. Other Relevant Issues:

(a) Short Breaks: A Short Break is a form of ‘respite’ care provided for disabled children and young people aged 0-18 that is of benefit to them, e.g. by providing them with an activity or experience away from their primary carer and / or providing their parent or carer with a break from their caring responsibilities for the child or young person concerned. 
Information about Short Breaks Service can be found on the Short Break Statement on the Local Offer. 
(b) Children’s Disability Register: As the Children’s Disability Register includes children with a wide range of special / additional needs, registration does not prove that a child or young person meets the criteria for a service from the CDT Social Work Services. 

(c) Other Children in the Family:
(i) Where there are children and young people in a family with and without a disability a decision will need to be made about whether the Dudley’s CDT Social Work Service or another Social Work Service within its Children Services should provide the child, young person and family with support. This will depend upon the child and family circumstances, for example, the extent to which there are wider areas of assessed need beyond that of the child’s disability.  

(ii) The guiding principles should be the welfare of the child and the need to see the whole child or young person within the context of their family and the wider community, but from the child, young person and family’s perspective the issue of ‘which team or service’ manages their case should not impact upon the quality or type of support offered, as this should always be based upon the assessed need and will be coordinated through a ‘team around the family’ approach.
Prepare for Adulthood (PfA): Dudley MBC is committed to supporting young people to Prepare for Adulthood (PfA) from age 14, where CDT is providing services to a young person. It will take the lead role in assisting to prepare them for adulthood. 
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NB: The Children Act 1989 specifies our statutory duties, but Dudley MBC recognises and embraces the Social Model of Disability, which acknowledges that although physical and mental impairments can create difficulties in a child or young person’s life, many of the problems faced by them and their families are due to negative attitudes, prejudice and unequal access to the things necessary for a good quality of life. 





Please Note: As all Teams and Services within Dudley’s Children Services will work with disabled children and young people, those who do not satisfy the criteria for the CDT Social Work Service can still be entitled to Social Care and / or Early Help support, but that support will need to be accessed through those teams and service areas.
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