
Legal Judgement Quotes 

“Society must be willing to tolerate very diverse standards of parenting, including the eccentric, the barely 

adequate and the inconsistent. It follows too that children will inevitably have both very different 

experiences of parenting and very unequal consequences flowing from it. It means that some children will 

experience disadvantage and harm, while others flourish in atmospheres of loving security and emotional 

stability. These are the consequences of our fallible humanity and it is not the provenance of the state to 

spare children all the consequences of defective parenting. In any event, it simply could not be done.” 

(Hedley J 2007) 

“parents are hypochondriacs, many parents are criminals or benefit cheats, many parents discriminate 

against ethnic or sexual minorities, many parents support vile political parties or belong to unusual or 

militant religions. All of these follies are visited upon their children, who may well adopt or “model” them 

in their own lives but those children could not be removed for those reasons.” (Counsel, quoted by Munby 

J 2015) 

 “Family ties may only be severed in very exceptional circumstances and that everything must be done to 

preserve personal relations and, where appropriate, to ‘rebuild’ the family. It is not enough to show that a 

child could be placed in a more beneficial environment for his upbringing. However, where the maintenance 

of family ties would harm the child’s health and development, a parent is not entitled under article 8 to insist 

that such ties be maintained.” (Munby J 2015) 

“We are all frail human beings, with our fair share of unattractive character traits, which sometimes manifest 

themselves in bad behaviours which may be copied by our children. But the State does not and cannot take 

away the children of all the people who commit crimes, who abuse alcohol or drugs, who suffer from 

physical or mental illnesses or disabilities, or who espouse antisocial political or religious beliefs.” 

(Baroness Hale J 2013) 

“I deplore any form of domestic violence and I deplore parents who care for children when they are 

significantly under the influence of drink. But so far as Mr and Mrs C are concerned there is no evidence 

that I am aware of that any domestic violence between them or any drinking has had an adverse effect on 

any children who were in their care at the time when it took place. The reality is that in this country there 

must be tens of thousands of children who are cared for in homes where there is a degree of domestic 

violence (now very widely defined) and where parents on occasion drink more than they should, I am not 

condoning that for a moment, but the courts are not in the business of social engineering. The courts are not 

in the business of providing children with perfect homes. If we took into care and placed for adoption every 

child whose parents had had a domestic spat and every child whose parents on occasion had drunk too much 

then the care system would be overwhelmed and there would not be enough adoptive parents.  So we have to 

have a degree of realism about prospective carers who come before the courts.” (Jack J 2013) 

 

 

 

 

 


