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1. Overview 
 

Risks from outside the home (sometimes called Contextual Safeguarding) is an 

approach to understanding, and responding to, young people’s experiences of harm 

beyond their families. It recognises that the different relationships that young people 

form in their neighbourhoods, schools and online can feature violence and abuse. 

Parents and carers have little influence over this, and young people’s experiences of 

extra-familial abuse can undermine parent-child relationships.  

To effectively respond to the needs of young people and families experiencing risks 

from outside the home, Somerset Children’s Social Care have built upon existing 

Child in Need (Section 17, Children Act 1989) processes to provide a focused 

service specifically for children experiencing or at risk of contextual harm. The Child 

in Need (Risks Outside the Home) process will involve children, their families, 

friends, local community support and specialist Child exploitation support.  

The Child in Need (ROTH) process is designed for children and young people who 

are assessed as being a Child in Need under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989. 

(Consent is needed from the parents and ideally the young person to work with 

Children’s Services).  

The process aims to provide a robust monitoring and review process delivered by an 

independent chair, which will drive forward the progress of the plan and ultimately 

reduce the risks of harm experienced by the young person.  

The Child in need (ROTH) plan will not replace the Section 47 and Child Protection 

Conference process. Where risks to the young person are significant, the Strategy 

Discussion and Section 47 process should be followed.  
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The Child in Need(ROTH) meeting will follow the same principles of a Child in Need 

meeting including expected participation from the multi-agency group, open and 

honest information sharing and contribution to the child’s plan.   

The Child in Need (ROTH) meeting will be chaired by an Independent Chair and will 

be held every 12 weeks with smaller multi-professional catch up meetings taking 

place 6 weekly.   

The young person is invited to their meeting and encouraged to share their views 

and opinions. 

The overall aim is to focus on safeguarding the young person and family from any 

contextual harm in the community and to prompt the multi-agency group to explore 

diversion for the young person and implement disruption where possible. 
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2. ROTH Pathway 
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3.  Process for Allocated Social Workers and Independent Chairs 
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4.  Templates, Guides and FAQs 
 

The following template, guides and FAQs are available within CSC Toolkit and can 

be accessed here: 

• CIN ROTH Referral for Triage 

• CIN ROTH Triage Discussion Prompts 

• CIN ROTH Meeting Agenda (with scaling) 

• CIN ROTH Child’s Introductory Letter 

• CIN ROTH Professional Invite Letter 

• Ed of CIN ROTH Template Letter 

• CIN (ROTH) Parent and Carer Guide 

• CIN (ROTH) Professionals FAQ 

 

 

 

https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/CSCToolKit/SitePages/Risks-Outside-the-Home.aspx

