
 

Some useful contact numbers: 

Our Space/ The Hub: 

Tel: 0151 666 3777 / leavingcareduty@wirral.gov.uk  

Childline: 

Tel: 0800 1111 / www.childline.org.uk 

Childrens Commissioner for England: 

Tel: 020 7783 8330 / www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk 

Childrens and Young People’s ParƟcipaƟon and Engagement Team: 

Tel: 0151 678 1936 / Mobile: 07799 861 764 

Childrens Complaints Officer: 

Tel: 0151 666 5677 / cypdcomplaints@wirral.gov.uk 

Bullybusters: 

Tel: 0800 169 6928 / www.bullybusters.org.uk 

Ofsted: 

Tel: 0300 123 1231 / enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

Wirral Council Central Advice and Duty Team (CADT): 

Tel: 0151 606 1008 

Wirral Council Emergency Duty Team:  

Tel: 0151 677 6557 

Companeros Crisis Café: 

Tel: 0151 488 8135 / Enquiries.comp@spiderproject.org.uk 

My Mind Crisis Support 24/7: 

Tel: 0800 145 6485 

Wirral foodbank:  

Tel: 0151 638 7090 

Wirral Leaving Care Service  
and  

EnƟtlements 



If you are a Care Leaver you can access different types of financial support, but this 
does depend on your Care Leaver Status is, your age, where you are living, your  
benefit enƟtlements and your individual circumstance. Your PA will help you to  
understand what types of financial support you may be enƟtled to and how much 
you are able to get.  
 
If you are aged 16 or 17 (ELIGIBLE Care Leaver) and being looked aŌer then you will 
need to discuss what money you get with your Foster Carer, ResidenƟal Workers, 
Social Worker, and PA.  
 
If you are a Care Leaver aged 16 or 17 and no longer looked aŌer (RELEVANT) we 
will pay you a weekly allowance equivalent to the naƟonal benefit rate, currently 
£67.41 as you won’t be able to claim benefits unƟl your 18th birthday. We will also 
provide you with £60 every three months towards clothing.  
 
If you are a RELEVANT Care Leaver also you rent will be paid inline with current 
housing benefit rates up unƟl your 18th birthday.   

These amounts are correct from the 1st of April 2023. 

 

Birthdays 

When you are 19 & 20 all Care Leavers will receive £50. When you are 18 & 21 we 
recognize these as special birthdays and you will receive £100.  

 

Christmas and other Religious FesƟvals  

All Care Leavers receive £20 at Christmas or at another Ɵme relaƟng to a significant 
religious fesƟval depending on what religion you choose to idenƟfy yourself as.  

 



Financial informaƟon 

Appendix 1 ‐ Table of Allowances: 2023 ‐ 2024 
Driving Lessons 

Wirral Care Leavers can access the cost of one provisional driving licence, one  
theory test, one pracƟcal test and 15 driving lessons up to £475.00. To qualify for 
this incenƟve Care Leavers must be posiƟvely engaged with their work and in a 
seƩled paƩern of employment.  
 
Some behaviour, medical condiƟons, non‐compliance with prescribed medicaƟon or 
alcohol or substance abuse will temporarily exclude Care Leavers from accessing 
driving lessons unƟl the issue is resolved.  
 

First Home Grant 

Wirral provides a First Home Grant of £3000 from 1st of April 2023. This will assist 
you to purchase essenƟal items necessary to set up your new home.  

Your First Home Grant is held with the Leaving Care Team and your PA will be able 
to purchase items with you from the following list: 

TV 
KeƩle 

Tabe & Chairs 

TV Stand 

Pots & Pans 

Cups 

Washing Machine 

Sofa Bed 

Cooker 

Curtains 

Carpets 

Kitchen Utensils 

Fridge Freezer 

Bedding 

Wardrobe 

Aerial 

Chest of Drawers 

Quilt 

Dishes 

Bath towels 

Pillows 

Chopping boards 

Microwave 

Bedside table 

Curtain rails 

Laundry basket 

Bath mat 

Shower curtain 

Iron 

Ironing board 

Bin 

  



Individual Savings Accounts 
If you are a Care Leaver; depending on your age; the Government may have set up 
an Individual Savings Account. Usually there will be £200‐£300 in it depending on 
whether any addiƟonal deposits have been made since it was set up.  
 
Council Tax 
If you are a Wirral Care Leaver and living in Wirral, you do not have to pay Wirral 
Council Tax if you are under 25. 

Custody 
Individuals who are in custody will be paid £5 per week up unƟl the age of 18. 
 
Maternity Grant 
If you are a parent (female or male), you can claim a Maternity Grant of up to £150 
from 3 months before the birth to 3 months aŌer the birth. This money must be 
spent directly on things for the baby, agreed with your PA.  

Higher EducaƟon 

Wirral Council offers a Higher EducaƟon Bursary. You will r3ecieve £2000 that will 
be spread over the duraƟon of your course in an agreed way.  

Up to £500 is available for a new laptop at the start of your degree course.  

We will pay for your travel to and from university at the start and end of each 
term.  

We will help you with the cost of accommodaƟon during holidays, up to £0 per 
week.  

We will pay a personal allowance during holiday periods if you have no other in‐
come inline with current naƟonal benefit rates.  

GraduaƟon 

When you graduate, we will be delighted to recognise your achievement with a 
graduaƟon giŌ of£100.  

Financial assistance in a crisis 

We do understand that Ɵmes can be financially difficult, and you may need some 
further financial support. We can offer you: 

 An onsite supermarket, Our Shop.  

 Fuel support twice a year March and October from the Household Fund 

 In excepƟonal circumstances your PA or Duty PA may request a small sum of 
financial assistance to be considered by the Leaving Care Service Team Manager.  

 

Your PA will want to help you address any issues that have led to your financial 
hardship to avoid it happening again.  

For a full breakdown of financial support see Appendix 1. 


