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Permanency Needs Assessment 
	Child’s / Children’s names 
	

	
	

	
	


	Date of assessment completion 
	

	Family Finding Social Worker
	

	Date of assessment review
	


	Sources of Information
	Date of Report / Meeting etc

	CPR / LTF Permanence report
	

	Meeting / Discussion with the child’s social worker
	

	School or Nursery Report 
	

	Medical Report
	

	Carers Report
	

	Meeting with Foster Carer
	

	
	

	ADD+


FOR adoption only

Review of Adoption Options:

	Has Early Permanence been considered?  If so when and what were the outcomes / reasons? (Reminder to record discussion and outcome in Family Finding Activity Form)

	


FOR adoption  only

	Does the child have adopted siblings?  Yes / No.  If yes; What consideration has been given to placing the child with any adopted siblings? Has the adopted sibling / their adoptive family required adoption support? Has the adoptive family continued any contact arrangements that may have been in place with other family members? Have enquiries been made with the family about the child referred for permanency? By whom, when and what were the outcomes?
(Reminder to record discussions / outcomes in Family Finding Activity Form)

	


For adoption  and LTF
	Does the child have other siblings in care?  Yes / No.  If yes; Who are these children (name and DOB)?  What is the care plan for each child / the sibling group?  Has there been a  Sibling Assessment? If not, would an assessment assist family finding? What is the current and proposed contact?

	


Summary / Analysis of Child’s Permanency Needs 
	Brief snapshot of the child 

	· Describe positive attributes / personality – include physical and social presentation and interests.  What is special about them? Relevant information for child’s profile.  (Please Note - Full details of the child’s needs and any challenges should be covered elsewhere in report – this section is a quick snapshot to describe the child’s positive attributes/ personality). 

	

	


	Child’s Experiences in the Birth Family

	· What is known or understood about what the child lived experiences prior to and since birth and the likely effects upon them? Consider early life experiences, attachment disruption, abuse, neglect, trauma, domestic violence, parental drug and or alcohol misuse, mental health issues and the child’s role and relationships within the family. (Include moves and where the child has lived and with whom whilst living with birth family).

· Note any gaps in information / unknown factors.


	


	Child Care History and Experiences in Current Foster Home

	· What is known about the child’s initial entry to care?  Was entry planned?  How did they manage?  Number of foster family moves / changes / transitions.  Reasons for moves /Impact of separation and loss.  Ongoing contact with previous caregivers?    
· How did the child present when they were placed?  What time did they arrive and with who?  What belongings did they have?  How did they respond to the carers and to the routine over the first few days?

· Since being placed, has the child experienced any episodes of respite care?  If so when and for how long?  Was the respite with the same or multiple carers?  How was the child prepared for respite, and how did they behave during and after respite care?  Are there any plans for further respite care episodes?


	


	Ethnicity, Culture, Language, Religion 

	· What is the child’s ethnicity, birth family culture, language and religion and how are these needs being reflected and promoted within the foster family? 
· Does the child have a positive sense of individuality linked to race, religion or language?
· What is the child’s understanding / sense of their racial and cultural identity?  

· Have the birth parents expressed any views regarding future family?


	FUTURE NEEDS

Analysis of the child’s likely longer terms needs in relation to their heritage, language and religion (For Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic and mixed race children include also expectations of prospective adopter in terms of their role in helping child to develop a positive racial identity and supporting their  development of strategies for dealing with prejudice / racism).


	


	Attachment, Emotional and Behaviour Needs

	· What is known about the way the child’s forms relationships with key attachment figures?  Were there any gaps in the birth parent’s availability and consistency?  How has this affected the way the child has learned to do relationships?

· Who is the primary caregiver within the foster family and what is the nature of the attachment?  Who do they go to for comfort?  Who do they confide in?  Are the carers approached equally or are they sought depending upon the need to be met?  Are they able to share adult attention with other children?  How does the child begin a relationship and how does it develop over time?

· What was done to help the child develop their relationships and to build trust?  
· How does the child respond to routines, boundaries and discipline from the primary caregiver?
· How does the child engage with other adults? Does the child understand who the important / safe adults are, or do they indiscriminately approach adults?  

· How does the child relate to siblings?  Where siblings are to be placed together, what is their experience of living together?  Is there any element of competition or rivalry and if so, how is this expressed?  Are there signs of the child caregiving, nurturing or protecting siblings or other children?

· How does the child relate to other children including those in the fostering household or other settings such as nursery / school etc?  
· Does the child have a sense of belonging and acceptance by family, peer group and wider society, including other cultural groups?
· What is the child’s growing sense of self as a separate and valued person?  What is the child's view of their self and their abilities, self-image and self-esteem?  
· What is the child’s emotional functioning and general mood?  How are emotions such as anger, sadness, excitement displayed? Does the child express a range of emotions and are these emotions appropriate to the context / the activities?  Are these emotions proportionate?  How are these emotions managed by the foster carer?  Are there shifts in the child’s presentation in different settings i.e. school?
· How does the child behave when hurt, tired, unwell i.e. feeling vulnerable?  How does the child signal stress or duress i.e changes in appetite, sleep patterns, activity etc.  Do they seek comfort or attempt to self-soothe?  What works to regulate the child in the foster home?  

· What day to day situations are likely to challenge the child and cause them to feel emotionally overwhelmed?  Are there any situations, sounds, settings, people etc that seem to trigger certain behaviours?  How are these situations managed by the carer / by the nursery / school?  What works to regulate the child?

· What types of behaviour, if any, are considered to be age appropriate?  What types of behaviour reflect a child younger in age or older?

· What types of behaviour, if any, pose particular challenges to the carers or school / nursery staff?  Are there any known risks to self and others?  What strategies are used to manage any challenging behaviours?

· Is specific support required to help the child manage emotions i.e. through TESS. What support is offered and by whom?  Were there any psychological assessments during the care proceedings – what were the recommendations and were they followed through?  What is the likely need for ongoing / future therapeutic support?  What would this entail?

· Analysis of child’s capacity to transfer attachments to new family (N.B. preparation work is covered in Life Story section)

· Analysis of likely support needs to assist child during transitions 



	  FUTURE NEEDS
Analysis of impact of the child’s early experiences in terms of potential longer term needs in relation to relationships, emotional, social and behaviour needs. 


	


	Health and Development Needs

	· Does the child have any known allergies, specific conditions, ailments or disabilities? What are these, how do they affect the child and how are they managed?  Are they monitored or under a specialist?

· Is the child’s growth / weight considered appropriate for their age?  Are they monitored or under a specialist and what are the timescales for this? 

· Are there any concerns with regards to vision or hearing? Are they monitored or under a specialist and what are the timescales for this?

· Physically, is the child developing in line with age?  What fine and gross motor skills do they have?  Are there any barriers to development?  Is specific support required and in what form?  
· Is the child’s speech and language developing in line with age?  What are they able to vocalise?  Are there any barriers to development?  Is specific support required and in what form?  
· What are the arrangements for any future health appointments with Medical Advisor, GP or Hospital, dental care, blood tests, etc?

· What aspects of the ageappropriate routine self-care tasks is the child able to undertake by themselves age appropriately?  With some prompting?  With full supervision or full support?
  

	  FUTURE NEEDS
Analysis of birth parent’s medical history. (Please detail any relevant physical disability, learning difficulty, medical issues or mental health difficulties the parent has experienced which may have long term  implications for the child in the future). 
Analysis of any known and unknown future needs resulting from the child’s exposure to drugs, alcohol or domestic violence in utero or after birth.
 

	 




	 Learning, Play, and Education Needs

	· Does the child attend stay and play, nursery or school?  Where, from when, for how long?  What aspects does the child enjoy if any?  Are there any aspects of the nursery / school day that the child finds challenging i.e. free play time, large group activity, etc?

· How does the child learn?  Is their concentration age appropriate?  Does the child need additional / specific support to learn and if so, what is the nature of this?  Is there an EHCP / Ed Psych / LACES involvement?  What are the special requirements / recommendations?

· How does the child engage with peers?  Do they have friends / belong to a friendship group?  Have they experienced bullying behaviour / participated in bullying behaviour towards others?  How does the child relate to staff?

· What toys, games, books, tv programmes, activities, sports etc do they enjoy?  Are there any extra curricula / weekend clubs?



	       FUTURE NEEDS
Analysis of any known and unknown future needs resulting from the child’s early experiences, exposure to drugs, alcohol or domestic violence, changes in caregiver / moves or parent’s learning needs. 


	


	 Family Time / Contact

	· What are the current Family Time  arrangements?  How does the child relate to members of their family?  How does the child present before, during and after Family Time?  Do they have the same worker and how do they relate to them?



	FUTURE NEEDS
What are the future Keeping In Touch  proposals with birth parent’s or other family members? Are these realistic?


	


	 Life Story

	· What does the child understand about their birth family? What does the child know about their reasons for being accommodated and their care plan?  Who has shared this with them? What has been their response?   

· Does the child understand their care plan? Are they able to move on, form new relationships and receive parenting? 

· What  work needs to be undertaken to prepare the child to move on to new family and what is the plan and timescale for this? Who will undertake this work.
· What information has been gathered so far for the memory box and life story (by whom) and what arrangements, if any, are in place for completing this work (by whom and timescales)?


	       FUTURE NEEDS
State here any expectations of prospective adopters / Long term carers.

For example:

(New permanent parents’  name) will need to create an environment where (the child’s name) feels able to talk about his/her past.  (Child’s name) will require age appropriate explanations and opportunities to talk about his/her life story to enable him/her to make sense of his/her life experiences and reasons for adoption as s/he grows older. 



	


	Current Foster Carer’s Needs  

	· Analysis of any specific issues to be considered when preparing the child for their transition to a permanent family. 
· Is the carer in agreement with the plan? 
· Does the carer have the relevant experience, understanding and skills?  Is the carer familiar with transitions, the BCT approach to transitions including play meets and the By Your Side Model of current foster carer contacts after the move?
· What additional support will be required, and if so, what?  (If the carer does not have a supervising SW, this will need to be followed up with Fostering Service).
· Is the carer expressing an interest in adoption or long term fostering?  How viable is this? What action if any needs to be undertaken?


	

	


Family Finding Analysis

	Potential Strengths or Points of Resilience
	Yes
	No
	NA

	Experienced some emotional warmth and protection at points whilst in the care of the birth family
	
	
	

	Shows signs of secure attachment to at least one current foster carer
	
	
	

	Experienced minimal placement disruption since entry to foster care
	
	
	

	Has an age appropriate understanding of their reasons for being in foster care
	
	
	

	Has a readiness to receive parenting
	
	
	

	Has an age appropriate understanding of their current permanence care plan
	
	
	

	Is clear about the contact arrangements with their birth family
	
	
	

	Is the child to be placed with sibling
	
	
	

	Is under 5
	
	
	

	Vulnerabilities
	Yes
	No
	NA

	Specialist health needs or a disability
	
	
	

	Additional learning needs
	
	
	

	Need for ongoing, specific therapeutic support 
	
	
	

	Experience of previous adoption disruption
	
	
	

	Is over 5
	
	
	

	Complicating Factors and Barriers to Matching
	Yes
	No
	NA

	Geographical restrictions
	
	
	

	Ethnicity / cultural / religious needs
	
	
	

	Incomplete health screenings, developmental assessments, therapeutic work
	
	
	

	No sibling  assessment or assessment presented is limiting
	
	
	

	Siblings to be placed together are currently in separate foster homes
	
	
	

	Siblings to be placed apart currently live in the same foster home
	
	
	

	Siblings have different or incomplete care plans
	
	
	

	Contact arrangements with the birth family
	
	
	

	Multiple changes in social worker or inexperienced in adoption work
	
	
	

	Foster carer requires support 
	
	
	


	Family Finding Plan

	· Analysis of whether the above Strengths, Vulnerabilities and Complicating Factors are likely to impact on family finding. 
· What family finding strategies will be put in place to maximise chances of finding a suitable family?
· Analysis of whether there any specific considerations for matching and transitions. 
· How might any issues / needs be managed?  For example: a matching meeting / professionals meeting / life appreciation day or bump into meeting, the child’s preparation and any recommendations for when / how the child starts school or alternative childcare provisions, consultation with Adoption Psychology or TESS Service.
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