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Planning for Short-Term Use of Rented Property
This document provides prompts for key areas to consider when a rented property is being set up to accommodate a child or young person on a short term basis whilst arrangements are made for a matched placement. 
Consideration of these areas in the planning process is important to:
· ensure the property is safe and appropriate to meet the needs of the child or young person;
· ensure an appropriately resourced environment which the child or young person experiences as a ‘homely’ place in which they feel secure and safe;
· clarify roles and responsibilities relating to the property in advance - thereby reducing the risk of duplication or disagreement between the landlord, support agency and local authority;
Using the prompts below, relevant information relating to the property can be discussed and recorded as part of wider placement planning and risk assessment processes.
	1. Key Contacts

	Record and exchange contact information for the relevant parties:
· Landlord 
· Tenant (usually the support agency)
· Local Authority (usually the child or young person’s social worker)




	2. Property Stipulations and Insurance

	· Have any restrictions or requirements for the use of the property been agreed? (if applicable)
· Is appropriate buildings and contents insurance in place?




	3. Condition and Safety Prior to Occupation

	Is the local authority satisfied that the landlord has provided confirmation (and evidence where required) of the following:
· When the condition of the property was last checked and by whom
· Valid Gas Safety certificate for the property
· Working carbon monoxide alarm(s) for properties with gas or solid fuel appliances
· Working smoke alarm(s) on each floor
· All electrical installations are safe and in good working order (NB: For new tenancies from 1 July 2020 the landlord must provide a report showing this at the start of the tenancy). 
· Energy Performance Certificate
· Relevant services are in place (for example refuse collection, internet, TV licence where required) 
· Copy of property inventory
· Information on who to contact in the event:
· routine maintenance is needed
· emergency repairs are required urgently


	Is the tenant/support agency satisfied the property is in a suitable condition/state of repair to provide homely and safe care for the child/young person?

	Is the Local Authority satisfied the property is in a suitable condition/state of repair to provide a homely and safe environment for the child/young person?



	4. Responsibilities whilst the property is occupied

	Who will carry out ongoing checks of the property and how often? 
· Specify required checks (for example smoke and carbon monoxide alarm testing)
Who is responsible for funding and sourcing each of the following:
· Essential household equipment not included in property inventory
· Household consumables (e.g. bin liners, dish washing products, etc)
· Food and Toiletries for the child or young person 
Who is responsible for organising:
· Routine maintenance 
· Emergency repairs if needed




	5. Health and safety risks and additional safety measures in relation to Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards

	Brief description of the property, include if it poses any potential risks e.g. ligature points such as beams
	

	Check cupboards and draws, does anything pose a risk to the child e.g. sharp knives, scissors etc.
	

	Comment on the general state of repair including if there are any slip or trip hazards
	

	Check switches on appliances, lights and visible wiring for damage
	

	Comment on outbuildings, are they secure, if not do they pose any hazard. 
	

	Check around the outside – are there any hazards e.g. loose ladders, ponds, lakes etc. 
	

	Do young people have a separate bathroom to staff or is this shared?
	

	If the property is to accommodate a child or young person who is subject to court ordered DoLS (or any equivalent framework subsequently introduced by mental capacity legislation), set out details of any additional measures necessary to ensure the INDIVIDUAL child or young person’s safety.
	



	6. Vacating the property

	Has the tenant confirmed they will be responsible for ensuring the property is vacated in a clean and tidy state, that the inventory is correct and that the keys are handed back to the landlord? 
Who will ensure that any confidential information related to the child or young person is safely removed from the property?
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